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The Almond Queen Pageant 
 The 104th Almond Festival Queen Pageant took place on Saturday February 16 
at 6:30 p.m. at the Guinda Grange Hall. Five talented young women took the stage 
following a delicious tri-tip dinner put on by the Grange Association. The dinner 
featured a spring mix salad, sweet carrots, greens, rolls, potatoes, a vegetarian 
lasagna and mouthwatering tri-tip. The dinner was finished off with a great carrot 
cake made by the Esparto High School Culinary class.  
 Once dinner concluded, the five contestants took the stage to present their 
speeches on the topic: The year was 1915, The world was entrenched in World 
War I, Pyrex glassware had just been invented and in the Capay Valley the 
First Almond Queen was being crowned. If you could speak to her today 
what 3 questions would you ask her and what one thing do you think she 
would be the most fascinated by from present day?  
 All of the young ladies worked very hard on their speeches and would have 
asked the First Queen a wide range of questions from fashion to music, education-
al opportunities and career choices, what items she would have put in a time cap-
sule and of course what was her favorite part of the Almond Festival. The speech-
es speculated that the first Almond Queen would be most fascinated by air and 
space travel, how the role of women has changed, transportation, cell phones and 
that the Almond Festival and Queen pageant are still a time honored tradition in 
the Capay Valley. Following the speeches the contestants then had to answer a 
follow-up question, current event question and a fun question. This year the three 
judges had a very difficult job as the competition was very close. The Master of 
Ceremonies again this year was Thad Barsotti. He does an excellent job in asking 
the candidates questions, listening to their answers and mastering the show!! 
 While the three judges tallied their scores, the Rumsey Improvement Associa-
tion hosted a raffle with many amazing prizes. These prizes were all donated by 
local farms and businesses and truly showcased the amazing region we live in. 
 There was also a silent art auction that featured some beautiful one of a kind 
art. The Rumsey Improvement Association is the sponsor of the pageant and 
awards the winner a $1,000 scholarship and awards the runner-up a $250 scholar-
ship. Each contestant will also receive a $50 scholarship provided by the Esparto 
Chamber of Commerce, the sponsor of the Almond Festival. 
 When all was said and done, three honors were bestowed: Miss Congeniality, 
voted by the girls; First Runner Up and the Almond Festival Queen. Debbie 
Chavez was awarded Miss Congeniality; Myrella Figueroa earned First Runner 
Up, and the 2019 Almond Festival Queen is Cynna McAllister. These three lovely 
young ladies presided over the Almond Festival activities this coming Sunday, 
February 24. They will begin at the FFA breakfast in Esparto at 9:00 a.m., fol-
lowed by a stroll through the park until about 11:00 a.m. They then made their 
way up the Valley, stopping at many venues on the way: the Road Trip Bar and 
Grill, the Guinda Grange Hall, and the Rumsey Hall.         
          Submitted by Caitlin Zavala, Pageant Coordinator 

Pictured above are: Myrella Figueroa, First Runner-up, Cynna McAllister, 
2019 Almond Queen, and  Debbie Chavez, Miss Congeniality. 

Pictured above are the five contestants for the Almond Queen title. Left to 
right: Guadalupe Rocha, Cynna McAllister, Myrella Figueroa, Debbie Chavez, 
and Jaicey Pate. 



 

Volume 21, Edition 3, March 2019 2 

VALLEY VOICE AD RATES 
CLASSIFIED ADS 

25 WORDS FOR $10 
DISPLAY ADS 

Business-card size: $25 per month 
1/4 page:  $50 per month 

1/2 page:  $100 per month 
Full page:  $200 per month 

Valley Voice Subscription Form 
Let all your friends and relatives know that for just $25 per year we will mail them 

each month’s edition! This is a perfect way to keep up to date with all  
the Capay Valley news and events.  Complete the order below. 

Name: _________________________________________ 
Mailing Address:  ________________________________ 
City, State: ______________________________________ 
Phone Number:___________________________________ 
Please Select: 
 One Year: $25.00   (12 editions)          Two Years: $50.00   (24 editions)  

Please make checks out to RISE Inc. 
Mail to: RISE Inc. at P.O. Box  133, Esparto, CA 95627  

or drop off at the office at 17317 Fremont Street in Esparto. 
You may also sign up for the RISE e-newsletter on the RISE, Inc. website at 
www.riseinc.org. When you enter you e-mail address under the Get E-mail Updates pro-
mote you will receive our e-newsletter with links to the Valley Voice so you can read it 
online. 

The Valley Voice 
P.O. Box 133 

Esparto, CA  95627 
 For article inquires, call (530) 787-4110, or send an e-mail message to Greta Taber, 
Editor, at ValleyVoice@RISEinc.org For billing inquiries or ad rates, call (530) 787-
4110. All articles are due by the 20th of each month. Ads must be paid in advance 
and accounts must be paid up to date by the 20th of each month. We reserve the right to 
edit articles at our discretion, due to space limitations and other criteria. Articles pub-
lished do not necessarily express the views of the Valley Voice editor. The Valley 
Voice is published monthly in partnership with Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation, RISE, 
Inc., and Esparto Unified School District.  

Pictured above: Cynna McAllister, Almond Queen 2019; and  
Elizabeth Ibarra, Almond Queen, 2018. 

A Story from Long Ago 

I would like to take you back in time to 1940 before World War II 
when I was growing up in Esparto and what Esparto was like then. I was in the 
6th grade and the town was quite different then than it is now. 
  The railroad played an important part in everyday life. At the train depot 
you could send large packages such as boxes of fruit to anywhere in the USA. 
You could send and receive telegrams from anywhere in the world. The mail 
came on the train each day and was carried to the Post Office next to Lind-
berg's pool room and bar. You could buy a train ticket to anywhere in the 
USA. There were two warehouses receiving and shipping grain. 

There were five gas stations in town,  and two barber shops, and a  
full time doctor and nurse. We had the largest independent drug store in North-
ern California with a full time pharmacist, a soda fountain, plus they made 
their own ice cream. 

There were two garages, one of which was a new Ford dealership. 
You could buy a Ford, Mercury, or Lincoln. My parents bought a new  
Mercury for $1116.00 in 1940. 

There was a store with three large sections: Dry Goods, Hardware, 
and Groceries. We also had a large lumber yard where you could buy anything 
to build a house or build it from scratch. 

The High School had about 100 students (4 years) where  90 percent 
of the graduating class went onto college. Across from the high school was a 
Shell service station and a Malt Shop where the kids ate lunch. 

I could go on and on but I believe you get the picture that the Esparto 
I grew up in is not the Esparto we have today!     

          George Story  
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Pictures of the Almond Festival 

Breakfast at the High School for the Queen and 
other winners. 

Breakfast at Esparto High School 

Books in Bloom sale at Esparto Library 

Esparto Park 
on Sunday 
morning 

(left) 

The Ravine on  
Sixteen on Sunday. 

(right) 

 Hog Canyon on Sunday. Wygold Café on Sunday 

El Toro Carniceria on Festival Day! 

Nick McNicholas (left) and friend  
at the Lions Club Booth A few of the 

great cars on 
display! 

Look for 
more pic-

tures in the 
next  

edition! 
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Esparto Middle School News 
Sherrie Vann, Principal 

Esparto Elementary School News 
Erika St. Andre, Principal 

   SunRISE Child Development Center 
26137 Grafton St., Esparto, CA 95627 

(530) 507-3110 
www.Sunrisecdc.org 
Leticia@riseinc.org 

Academic Talent Search At Esparto Middle School 
 Students from Esparto Unified School District are invited to participate 
in Sacramento State’s Academic Talent Search (ATS) Program! ATS pro-
vides 4th through 9th graders (grade level as of January 1, 2019) with over 
100 fun, interactive, and unique summer courses in a collegiate environment. 
Courses cover traditional subjects as well as new and creative topics not 
always available in regular school. 
 In the past 37 years, more than 46,500 students have participated in ATS, 
and last year, ATS granted over $22,000 in financial aid scholarships and 
testing fee waivers to students. ATS is a self-supporting, non-profit program 
that receives no University, state, or federal funding. 
 ATS summer courses are specifically designed for two age groups: 
grades 4 and 5 and grades 6 through 9 (4th graders will not be in classes with 
9th graders). Current 4th and 5th graders can explore hands-on classes de-
signed to encourage critical thinking, problem-solving, and analytical skills 
while engaging with other students who share their enthusiasm for learning. 
Current 6th through 9th graders can accelerate their learning in traditional 
subjects and discover college majors and potential career paths as they gain 
self-confidence and independence in a university environment. ATS students 
have access to university facilities like the library, student union, and cam-
pus eateries! 
 To join in on this fun and unique opportunity, students simply take a 
short exam that automatically qualifies them for the program. No test prepa-
ration is required since it is not a “pass or fail” exam. Esparto Middle School 
will be offering the ATS Exam on March 11. For more information about 
signing up to take the test, contact Mrs. Vann at 530-787-4151. 
 For more information about ATS, visit their website at www.csus.edu/
coe/ats. You can also receive up-to-date information about the program by 
liking ATS on Facebook at www.facebook.com/academictalentsearch. 

2019-2020 TK (Transitional Kinder)  
and KINDERGARTEN Registration  

 Registration will start in mid-March. Registration packets will be availa-
ble for pick up at this time.  
 To be eligible for KINDER, a child must turn 5 by September 1, 2019. 
 To be eligible for TRANSITIONAL KINDER a child must turn 5 be-

tween September 2 and  December 2, 2019. Please call the elementary 
school office at (530) 787-3417 for more information. 

  

 Registración para KINDER y KINDER TRANSICIONAL 2019-2020  
comenzara a mediados de marzo. Los paquetes de registración para el TK 
(Kínder Transicional) y KINDER estáran disponibles para recoger  en 
este tiempo.  
 Para ser elegible para KINDER los niños deben cumplir los 5 años para 

el 1º de septiembre, 2019.  
 Para ser elegible para el KINDER TRANSICIONAL los niños deben 

cumplir los 5 años entre el 2 de septiembre y 2 de diciembre, 2019.  
 Llame a la oficina de las escuela elemental a (530) 787-3417 para más 

información.     Submitted by Esparto Elementary School 

Esparto State Preschool 2019-2020 Registrations 
  
 The Esparto State Preschool will begin enrolling children ages 3-5 for the 2019-
2020 school year in May. Please call the Elementary School office @ (530) 787-
3417 x500 to receive more information or to add your child to the waiting list if 
your family meets the following requirements: 

Four year olds must turn 4 on or before September 1, 2019. 

Three year olds must turn 3 on or before September 1, 2019. 

Families must be income eligible to qualify for our program. 
Registration packets are not issued in advance and registration by appointment only 
 El Programa Preescolar de Esparto comenzara inscribiendo niños/as de 3-5 años 
de edad para el año escolar 2019-2020 en mayo. Por favor llame a la oficina de la 
escuela elemental @ (530) 787-3417 x500 para recibir más información o para aña-
dir a su hijo/a en la lista de espera si su familia cumple con los siguientes requisitos: 
Cumplir los 4 años para el 1º de septiembre, 2019. 
Cumplir los 3 años para el 1º de septiembre, 2019 
Las familias deben tener ingresos elegibles para calificar para nuestro programa. 
 No se otorgan por adelantado paquetes de registración y la registración es sol 
por cita. See Kindergarten Registration next page.  Submitted by Esparto Elementary 
School 

Career Week returns to Esparto Elementary School 

 

 Esparto Elementary School will hold its 4th annual Career Week during the week 
of March 18-22, 2019. We are seeking parents, family, and community members 
interested in speaking to classes about their educational path and career. 
 In past years we have had everything from farmers, nurses, and military mem-
bers, to a professional wrestler. This year we will end the week with Brian Copp, of 
Zipline International, who will do a Drone demonstration on Friday, March 22.   
 If you are interested in speaking during Career Week, please contact Principal 
Erika St. Andre at (530) 787-3417 or estandre@espartok12.org.  
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  We Sell    
Truck 
Parts 

 

Esparto High School News 
Gricelda Rodriguez, Principal 

Contact: Shari Pedersen at (707) 249-6257. 

 March is an exciting time at Esparto High School! Many activities are taking 
place. Our spring sports are up and running with Baseball, Softball and Golf. 
Our Varsity Baseball team is excited about the opportunity to play at Raley 
Field on Tuesday, March 19 at 6:30 p.m. Admission and parking are FREE! 
We invite the entire community to come out and support our team.  
 FFA Sweetheart Week is March 18-22. Girls will compete in a week long 
competition consisting of dress up days, FFA knowledge, and collecting spon-
sorships. The FFA Sweetheart will be crowned at the Donkey Basketball game 
during halftime. The Donkey Basketball game will be against Winters FFA on 
Thursday, March 14 at 7:00 p.m. at the Esparto High Gym. Tickets can be pur-
chased anytime leading up to the event at the High School office. The tickets 
are: adults $8, students grades 7-12 are $6 and K-6 are $4. The price will in-
crease by $1 at the door. We hope to see you there!  
 The Prom will be here before you know it! This year’s prom will be on Sat-
urday, May 4. It will be held at the Historic Hotel Woodland. The theme for this 
year is The Great Gatsby.  
 Course registration for the 2019-2020 school year has been underway at 
EHS! Students have submitted their course requests and are currently meeting 
with our counselor to review their transcripts and finalize their courses for next 
year.  
 There are two important “save the dates” for Seniors. First, in mid-March, 
current seniors at Esparto High School will begin applying for local scholarships 
using the Common Application for Local Scholarships. Thanks to the generous 
support of many individuals and organizations in our community, seniors gradu-
ating from EHS receive financial awards if they receive these scholarships that 
enable them to pursue higher education. If you are interested in sponsoring a 
local scholarship for an Esparto High School graduating senior, please contact 
Alexis Kersting, counselor at Esparto High School at akersting@espartok12.org.  
 Also, on Monday, March 18, Woodland Community College (WCC) will be 
here to help students fill out applications to attend a community college after 
high school.  
 On March 27, seventeen of the highest achieving juniors at Esparto High 
School will sit for an SAT exam at EHS. These students have been part of the 
#SpartanU Program at EHS and have spent over350 hours collectively pre-
paring for this important college entrance exam. Research shows that a student 
who spends 20 or more hours preparing for their SAT will see a score increase 
of up to 150 points. We wish our juniors luck on the 27th !  
 Ms. Gricelda Rodriguez has been appointed as interim Principal at Esparto 
High School. Ms. Rodriguez has been the Dean of Students at the high school 
during this year, and will now be Principal for the rest of this school year.  

                  St. Patrick’s Day 
  
 
Saint Patrick's Day is a cultural and religious celebration held 

on March 17, the traditional date of Saint Patrick’s death, What began as a 
religious feast day in the 17th century has evolved into a variety of festivals 
across the globe celebrating Irish culture with parades, special foods, music, 
dancing, and a whole lot of green. 
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Fred and Alice Manas, Owners          
25838 County Road 21A 

 Esparto California 95627 
   (530) 787-3228 
    Fax: 787-1878 

  fjmanas@sbcglobal.net 
 

“THE BEST PEACHES IN THE WEST” 

Manas Ranch 

Come Join 

 

 
 
BBQ Burgers on Thursdays! 

Time: 11:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.  
Includes: 

Burger, chips & a drink for $6.50 
 

We are now serving  
Breakfast Burritos  

7:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 
 

 
26797 St. Hwy 16, Esparto, CA 95627 (530) 787-1740 

 

 
The Valley Voice has a new email address:  

valleyvoice@RISEinc.org 
If there are any changes to the programs, meetings, ads, etc.   

please let us know. 
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      Need Help? 
     St. Vincent de Paul 
  is available to help     
   those in need.          
  For more information call (530) 312-8967 

 
Welcome to  

St. Martin De Porres 
 Catholic Mission Church 
 25633 W. Grafton Street – Esparto, CA 

                  
Holy Eucharist 

Saturday  7:00 p.m.  Spanish 
Sunday    8:30 a.m.  English 

  

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 6:30 p.m. 

 

 
We welcome visitors to our community.   

 

If you are Catholic, but have not been to church lately, come by 
and see what your Church is like today. 

 

Rev. Perlito De La Cruz, Pastor 
 (530)795-2230  

stanthonystmartin@stanthonystmartin.org 
 

Pictured above: Guadalupe Rocha, Contestant at Al-
mond Queen Pageant, with her escort for the evening. 

Pictured side: the  
dessert table at the  

Pageant, with a beauti-
ful arrangement of local 

flowers. 
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Capay Valley Area Crime Statistics -  
A Response Related to Cannabis Production 

   
 The Yolo County Sheriff’s Office reports that between July 1 and 
December 31, 2018, there were 3,481 calls for service in the Capay 
Valley and surrounding areas, which included Madison and Esparto. 
The calls ranged from traffic stops to medical assistance to trespassing. 
Most notably, 794 of the calls for service were traffic stop related. Dur-
ing this time there were 105 arrests, 31 of which were for outstanding 
warrants.  
 Provided in these crime statistics and time period, are the occurrence 
of five thefts at county-licensed cannabis cultivation sites. The Sher-
iff’s Office also removed cannabis from two illegal sites. For the li-
censed sites which experienced a theft, the county has since required 
the cultivators to enhance security measures, which include: 

 Cameras which must be fully functional 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 
and focused in the direction of cultivation activity and storage locations/
vehicles. 

 Lighting must be installed in area(s) being captured by video viewpoints 
to enhance picture clarity, especially in low light or complete darkness. 

 Cameras need to be installed out of arms reach of persons on site. 

 Routine maintenance of the cameras must be conducted and any obstruc-
tions interfering with obtaining a clear picture/video cleared. Camera 
recordings must be maintained for a period of not less than 30 days. 

 Gates and doors to cultivation activity and storage need to 
remain locked to prevent unauthorized entry. 

 Fence surrounding cultivation activity and storage needs to be fully en-
closed, routinely maintained for structural integrity and adequately secured. 

 Licensed sites are inspected monthly by the county’s Cannabis Task Force 
to ensure security measures are followed. 

 Susan Strachan, Yolo County Cannabis Policy and Enforcement Manager 

Esparto Lions to Host a Dinner and Dance  
         on St. Patrick’s Day 

  The Esparto Lions will have a Corned Beef Dinner  
& Dance on Saturday, March 16, at Madison Town Hall. 
Tickets are $15 per person. Dinner will be from 6:00 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. The dance will be held from 8:00 to 11:00 p.m. 
This is is a fundraiser for the Esparto Lions Club.  
  If you are interested in finding out more about this 
event, call Esparto Lion’s President Gabe Galvan at  
(530) 787-3892.                   Submitted by Lion Gabe Galvan  
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YOUTH EMPOWERMENT SUMMIT 
Say YES! 

   Our mission is to empower and encourage youth to say “YES!” to lead-
ership roles and civic engagement in their local communities.  
  Youth will learn how to become leaders in their  community in a 
strictly non-partisan environment with a focus on civic engagement and 
voter participation as important aspects to becoming a community leader. 
  Empower  youth to meet and talk to their  elected officials about 
issues that are important to the community and youth.  
  Share with youth the aspects of understanding local issues and 
how decisions are made by the various local  decision making bodies. 

2nd Annual Youth Empowerment Summit - March 16, 2019 
 The first Youth Empowerment Summit was held in March of 2018 at 
Woodland Community College with 74 students attending. We are hoping 
to double the attendance at our second event on March 16, 2019. This 
event is free for all Yolo County High School Students. 

A Community Effort 
 YES! is a collaboration between the following Yolo County  

organizations: 
 Yolo County Elections Office 
 Woodland Public Library’s Teen Advisory Board 
 League of Women Voters 
 Yolo County Office of Education 
 Early Academic Outreach Program at UC Davis 
 Woodland Community College 
 Yolo County Friday Night Live 
 Yolo County Library 
 ASSETs 
   Submitted by Catherine Portman 

Assemblymember Cecilia Aguiar-Curry Introduces Legislation 
To Bring Local, Organic Food to California Schools 

  
 Assembly member Cecilia Aguiar-Curry (D-Winters) introduced Assembly Bill 
958, to provide local, organic food to children in schools. School meals with organic 
foods offer benefits for health, the environment, and California’s economy by increas-
ing access to organic food for low-income children, decreasing pesticide exposure, 
increasing climate resilience, and supporting the organic market for California farm-
ers. 
 California farmers grow food for the whole nation, and they grow more organic 
produce than any other state. Despite this, many low-income California communities 
do not have an adequate food supply of their own, and many children lack access to 
fresh, healthy food. 
 “Farm to School Programs are a great way to provide more local, fresh, organic 
produce to our children’s school meals,” said Aguiar-Curry. “In Winters where I live, 
our small, rural community surrounded by farms, has been running a Farm to School 
Program for years. Over time, the community farms and school cafeterias have part-
nered to make local, fresh food available to our kids and their families, so they learn 
the importance of where their food comes from and why eating locally is good for 
their health. And, we need to support our local farmers who produce sustainable, 
healthy foods.” 
 School meals provide a primary source of food and nutrition for millions of Cali-
fornia public school students, and are a major support for low-income families strug-
gling to make ends meet. While cost and availability issues prevent many of Califor-
nia’s communities from accessing organic food, meals provided in the school setting 
are a practical way to increase children’s nutrition. 
 According to Allison Johnson, Sustainable Food Policy Advocate for the Natural 
Resources Defense Council, “Bringing more organic food to California’s schools is 
great for the health of our children, a win for climate, and a boost for innovative farm-
ing communities growing food without toxic pesticides.” 
 AB 958 will create the “California Organic-to-School Pilot Program” within the 
Office of Farm to Fork. This pilot program will allow school districts to apply for up 
to fifteen cents of additional funding on every school meal to purchase certified organ-
ic, California-grown foods. Schools that serve a high percentage of children who qual-
ify for free or reduced-price meals and are located in close proximity to agricultural 
production will be prioritized for the first grants. 
 By reporting information on the outcomes of the program back to the state, the 
goal of the California Organic-to-School Pilot Program is to demonstrate that provid-
ing kids with healthy local food is money well spent. The benefits of bringing healthy, 
locally-grown, and organic foods to our schools stretch beyond internal health bene-
fits. Through this program, school children will become more connected to both what 
they eat and where their food comes from. 

Aguiar-Curry represents the 4th Assembly District, which includes all of Lake and 
Napa Counties, parts of Colusa, Solano and Sonoma Counties, and  

all of Yolo County except West Sacramento. 

Pictured above are attendees as the Almond Queen Pageant Banquet held 
on  February 16 at the Guinda Grange Hall.  
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Health Care for the ENTIRE FAMILY 

ESPARTO FAMILY PRACTICE is now   

 

 Your Primary Care Medical Home. 
For many years patients have been at the center of our health care system.  

We strive to provide care that is Patient-Centered Comprehensive,  
Coordinated and Accessible.   

Enrollment Assistance Covered California or Medi-Cal 
 Adult & Pediatric Health  Prenatal Care  WIC Referrals 
 Counseling services  Women’s Health  Health Education  

    For more information or to schedule an appointment, 
please call 530-787-3454 

17050 Grafton Street  
Esparto, CA  95627 

CLINIC HOURS - HORAS de CLINICA 
Monday 9-6  Tuesday 9-1  Wednesday 2-6 

Thursday - CLOSED  Friday 8-5 
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    March Programs at the Esparto Regional Library 

 
 Spring forward and join us for the following special programs held during the 
month of March at Yolo County’s Esparto Regional Library, located at  
17065 Yolo Avenue in Esparto: 
 March is Women’s History Month! The theme for  2019 is “Visionary 
Women: Champions of Peace & Nonviolence.” Join us in honoring women who 
have led efforts to end war, violence, and injustice and pioneered the use of non-
violence to change society. Check out our Women’s History book display and 
bibliography. 
 March 2 through April 13: In-N-Out Burger’s “Cover to Cover”  
Reading Program. Children (ages 4-12) are eligible to participate in this fun 
reading challenge and receive a free In-N-Out coupon. For additional details visit 
the library or call (530) 787-3426. 
 March 7: Evening Family Movie, 6:00 p.m.  Join us for  a family fr iendly 
(rated G or PG) movie. For movie title call the library at (530) 787-3426. 
 March 9: Vegetable Gardening, 10:30 a.m.  Presented by the Universit 
of California Cooperative Extension Master Gardeners of Yolo County. 
 March 12: Free Computer Class, 10:30 a.m.  Basic computer  class  
covering simple tech support, beginner terminology, library computer resources 
and a Q & A session. Registration is required and will be limited to the first ten 
signups. To register, call (530) 787-3426 or sign up at the library service desk.  
This class will be offered on the second Tuesday of each month. 
 March 14: Peter Pan vs. The Reading Pirates, 3:30 p.m.  Join ventr ilo- 
quist, Tony Borders, and Peter Pan and his puppet friends, to help defeat the pi-
rates who try to steal reading time. Family puppet and magic show. 

 
The following ongoing programs continue in March: 
  
 English Conversation Group, Tuesdays at 1:15 p.m.  Converse and im- 
prove your English in a fun and relaxed setting with the aid of a group facilitator.  
Drop-in visitors are always welcome. 
 
 Hora de Cuentos / Bilingual Spanish Story Time (Ages 0-5), Thursdays 
at 10:30 a.m. Children (ages 0-5) and their parents or caregivers are invited to 
join us for stories, songs, movement, rhymes and finger-plays. All bilingual story 
times are provided through a grant from First 5 Yolo. 
  
 All programs are sponsored by the Friends of the Esparto Regional Library, 
are free to attend and, unless otherwise stated, no registration is required. For 
more information about events at the Esparto Regional Library, contact library 
staff at (530)787-3426 or visit the Yolo County Library at yolocountylibrary.org 
(see Events calendar for Esparto Regional Library-specific events). Connect with 
the Yolo County Library on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
yolocountylibrary.org.  
 
Submitted by Beth Gabor, YC Information  
Officer and Malinda Baker, Esparto Librarian 

In–N-Out’s Cover to Cover Reading Program Returns to the 
Yolo County Library 

 The Yolo County Library invites all children ages 4 –12 to participate in  
In-N-Out’s Cover to Cover Reading Program to receive a free In-N-Out Burger 
coupon!  
 Participants may register at any Yolo County Library branch, where they 
will receive a reading log to list the books they’ve read. After reading five 
books, children will earn an ‘Achievement Award’ which is a coupon for a free 
In-N-Out hamburger, cheeseburger, grilled cheese sandwich, or veggie sand-
wich. Participants can earn up to three awards during this program. If children 
are unable to read themselves, their parent may read to them. The In-N-Out 
Cover to Cover Reading Program runs March 2 through April 13. 
  In 2018, 1,265 children registered for this program. Yolo County Library 
distributed 1,791 Achievement Awards which represents 8,955 books read! The 
Yolo County Library supports reading and provides opportunities for all age 
groups to engage in learning and literacy. For more information about the Yolo 
County Library, visit: www.yolocountylibrary.org or connect with the li-
brary on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/yolocountylibrary.org. 
  Submitted by Beth Gabor, Yolo County Information Officer 

Monthly CalFresh Benefits to be Issued March 1  
for all CalFresh Recipients 

 The Yolo County Health & Human Services Agency, along with all counties 
throughout California, will be issuing CalFresh benefits for the month of March 
to all customers on March 1, 2019. This differs from the usual CalFresh issuance 
schedule, which is staggered to customers throughout the first 10 days of the 
month.  
 This unexpected change in payment timeline is due to the recent Federal gov-
ernment shutdown, which necessitated an early issuance of February CalFresh 
benefits on January 14. CalFresh customers have waited a longer than usual time 
between payments, and the early issuance of benefits to all customers on March 1 
is intended to get this important resource to customers as quickly as possible. 
 The CalFresh program, also known as the federal Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP), is a program for low income individuals and fami-
lies that meet certain income guidelines. CalFresh benefits help supplement cus-
tomers’ food budgets and allow them to buy healthy and nutritious food. Each 
customer is issued an Electronic Benefits Transfer (EBT) card, and monthly pay-
ments are issued directly onto that card.  Customers can then use the card to pur-
chase healthy food throughout the month.  
 Those wishing to learn more about CalFresh benefits or wanting to apply, 
may visit www.GetCalFresh.org.  Current CalFresh recipients in Yolo County 
who have questions about their benefits can call 1-855-278-1594. 
          Submitted by Beth Gabor, YC Information Officer 
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 Patrick Scribner                                    

Certified Public Accountant 
624 Court Street, Suite A      (530) 666-2727 
 Woodland, CA 95695    Fax: (530) 668-6822 
 
                                    email: pscpa@scribnerranch.com  

Area Food Distributions 
 RISE, Inc. manages several food distributions each month. Madison Com-
munity Committee sponsors a Food Closet in Madison. Below is a summary of 
these opportunities. They are also announced in other places in this paper.  
 Food Bank Give-Away on the 4th Monday of each month at the RISE office from 

10:00 a.m.-12:00 noon. Volunteers are urgently needed to help with this distribution. 

 Food and Clothes Closet is open on Wednesdays from 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon, and on 
Fridays from 3:00-5:00 p.m. Call RISE office for more information: (530) 787-4110. 

 Madison Food Closet is open on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month from 4:00 - 
5:00 p.m.to Madison residents.    

 Countryside Community Church Food Distribution on Sundays at 10:00 a.m.  
      
 

 
          
          

Distribución De  
  Frutas y Verduras 
         
    Cuando: 1er y 3er Jueves del mes 

Donde: La Oficina de RISE  
17313 Fremont St., Esparto, CA  
Hora: 9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
1 POR FAMILIA / TRAIGA BOL-
SA 
Familias en Esparto y  
Capay Valley son Bienvenidas! 

 
    Submitted by RISE Staff 

Free Produce Distribution     
 
When: 1st and 3rd Thursday  
Where: RISE, Inc.  
17313 Fremont St., Esparto, CA  
Time: 9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 

1 PER HOUSEHOLD /  
BRING YOUR OWN BAG 

Any Family in Esparto or  
Capay Valley are Welcome! 
 
          Submitted by RISE Staff 

Extended Hours for the RISE Office in March 
 RISE Inc. will offer extended hours on Saturday, March 9, from  8:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m., and on Monday, March 11, from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
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“Spotlight on Safety“ 
 

Chief Gary Fredericksen 
Yocha Dehe Fire Department 

 
SAFETY TIPS FOR DRIVING IN THE RAIN 

 
 Over the past months, Yocha Dehe Fire Department has been actively moni-
toring roadway closures and flooding due to heavy rains. To avoid meeting one 
of our first responders through a motor vehicle accident or other storm-
influenced emergency, be mindful of the following safety tips for driving safely 
in rainy conditions.  
1. Be especially careful when the rain first starts. When the roads are dry for 
a long period of time, engine oil and grease build up on roads and highways. As 
soon as the first drops of rain start to fall, the water mixes with this build-up, 
making the roads incredibly slick. After a few more hours, the rain will eventual-
ly wash away the greasy build-up. 
2. Slow down. The faster you drive in a rainstorm, the more likely you are to 
have an accident. Leave the house earlier to give yourself additional travel time 
to avoid the urge to rush. 
3. Brake earlier and slower. When you need to slow down or stop on wet 
roads, ease on the brakes earlier and with less force than you would normally. 
This decreases your risk of hydroplaning and keeps a safe distance between you 
and the car in front of you. It also alerts any drivers behind you to slow down. If 
you stop too suddenly in a rainstorm, you could get rear-ended. 
4. Turn off cruise control. Turn off the cruise control and stay alert at all 
times when driving in the rain so you can react quickly if necessary. 
5. Avoid big “puddles.” If you spot a huge puddle in the road up ahead, drive 
around it or take a different route. Sometimes seemingly shallow puddles can be 
deeper than they appear! 
6. Turn on your headlights. Not only will this help you see the road, but it 
will help other drivers see you. However, don’t use your high beams in the rain – 
it can reduce your visibility and blind other drivers. 
7. Turn on your defroster. Your windshield can fog up quickly during a rain-
storm, which can cause you to lose sight of the road. Turn on your front and rear 
defrosters and the A/C to defog your windows. 
8. Keep an eye out for pedestrians. In a rainstorm, pedestrians’ view of the 
road could be obscured by the hood of a coat or an umbrella -- which means they 
may accidentally step into the road at the wrong time. 
9. Pull over when things get bad. If the rain is falling so hard that you can 
barely see the car in front of you, pull over and wait for the rain to slow down or 
stop. It’s much better for you to make it to your destination a little late than not at 
all. 
10.  Don’t brake if you hydroplane. If you feel your car starting to hydroplane, 
don’t brake suddenly or turn the steering wheel. Instead, ease off the gas pedal 
slowly and steer straight until you feel your tires regain traction. 
 
 Remember, if you have any questions or concerns, please stop by your local 
fire department or give us a call at (530) 796-2500.  
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Reminder:  All articles, ads, and announcements and payments for 
this paper are due to the following email address by the 20th of 
each month for publication in the next month’s Valley Voice.   

Send to ValleyVoice@RISEinc.org  (new email address). 

 
“VALLEY SENIORS” PROGRAM AT RISE 

March 2019 
SPONSORED BY THE YOCHA DEHE  

COMMUNITY FUND 
FROM 9:00 a.m.-NOON  

If you are a senior citizen interested in having fun,  
learning and socializing, please join us at the  

RISE Office, 17317 Fremont Street in Esparto.  
JOIN US ON TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS,  

FROM 9:00 a.m.-NOON FOR 
Guest Speakers, Movies, Arts & Crafts, Games, Day Trips, 

Health and Exercise Classes. We also serve Lunch. 
 

March 5:   District Attorney’s Office Speaker/Orador Invitado de la          
    Oficina del Distrito Fiscal 

March 7:   Movie & Popcorn/Pelicula y Palomitas 
March 12:  Hiccap Services Speaker-Carolyn Washington/Orador       

          Invitada, Carolyn Washington de la Oficina de Defenso- 
     res de la Salud de California                                                                    

March 14:  Field Trip TBA/Paseo este mes podrá ser asignado 
March 19:  Movie & Popcorn/Pelicula y Palomitas 
March 21:  Arts & Crafts/Artes y Manualidade 
March 26:  Game Day/Día de Juegos  
March 28:  Potluck, Birthdays and Bingo. Intercambio de comida                                                                                                                                                         
       Celebración de Cumpleaños y Bingo 

 
FOR QUESTIONS & UPDATES, PLEASE CALL RISE Inc. at 
530 787-4110  SI TIENE PREGUNTAS O PARA ACTUALIZA-

CIONES POR FAVOR LLAME A RISE 

Valley Seniors visited the California Agricultural Museum in Woodland. They 
enjoyed a great tour of all the machinery and devices from years ago.  

Miss Congeniality, this year’s Almond Queen, and the Runner-up winner 
made the rounds of the Pageant on Sunday. 
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Candice Schaer, B.Sc., MT, HHP 

Experienced, Licensed, Insured 
Therapeutic Bodywork 

 Guinda, California 
858-232-1005 

http://www.cschaer.com 
candice.schaer@yahoo.com 

Community Calendar for  
March 2019 

             March is Women’s History Month (Celebrated at Esparto Library) 
March 2-April 13: “Cover to Cover” Reading Program for children at Library 
March 7: Evening Family Movie at 6:00 p.m.at Library  
March 9: Vegetable Gardening at 10:30 at Library 
March 20: Daylight Saving Time begins 
March 12: Free Computer Class at Library at 10:30 a.m. 
March 14: Peter Pan vs. the Reading Pirates at 3:30 at Library 
March 14: High School Donkey Basketball vs. Winters at 7:00 p.m. (in Winters 
March 16: Esparto Lion’s Club St. Patrick’s Day Dinner and Dance 
March 17: St. Patrick’s Day 
March 18-22: Career Week at Esparto Elementary School 
March 18-22: FFA Sweetheart Week at High School 
March 18: Woodland Community College members at High School  
    to help with applications to college 
March 19: High School Varsity Baseball plays at Raley Field at 6:30 p.m. 
March 20: Spring Equinox begins 
March 27: Qualifying High School Juniors to take SAT exams 

Already Above Average  
 

 More rain is expected for the last few days of February, but here at Taber’s Corner we 
have already received more than an average season’s rainfall. With 8.22 inches so far this 

month we have a total of 24.67 inches; average for a full season is 22.64 inches. If we receive average 
rainfall for the rest of the season, it would put us over 30 inches. The record for February is 16.88 inches 
in 1998, which was the last time we received more than 40 inches in a season.     
                 Submitted by Harmon Taber 

Valley Seniors decorated Valentine’s Day  
cookies in February. ( Yum!!) Dates to Remember 

Sunday, March 10: Daylight Saving Time begins. Be sure to put clocks 
ahead an hour. “Spring ahead.” 

Monday, March 20: Vernal Equinox begins Spring. 
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR  

AA: Countryside Community Church, located at 26479 Grafton St. on Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. Call 1-800-970-9040 for more information. 

Spanish AA:  Alcohólicos Anónimos: Detrás de El Toro. Los lunes, miércoles, y viernes a las 7:00-9:00 p.m. 

Spanish Al-Anon: Spanish Al-Anon: Detrás de El Toro (26628 N. Grafton). Los Martes a las 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.  

Al-Anon:   Countryside Community Church on Wednesday from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Calvary Baptist Church: Worship Service at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday at 26479 Grafton Street; weekly Bible Studies, info at www.calvaryesparto.org/bible-study  

Capay Valley Christian Fellowship: 11:00 a.m. adult Sunday school; 11:45 a.m. social; 12:10-1:10 worship and children’s Sunday school at the Guinda Community Church 

Capay Valley Fire Commission Meeting:  meets the 2nd Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the Guinda Fire Station. 

Capay Valley Garden Club 4th Wednesdays, 6:00 p.m., location var ies, see Facebook page for  more information. 

Capay Valley General Plan Advisory Committee:  meets every 1st Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. at the Grange Hall in Guinda.  Open to all. 

Capay Valley Science Club, 4th Mondays, 6:00 p.m., location var ies. 

Capay Valley Vision Board: meets on the third Wednesday of every month at the CVV office at 6:30 p.m. (Meetings are OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.) 

Cottonwood Cemetery District: will meet on March 14 at 9:00 a.m. in Rm. #204 at the Woodland Administration Bldg. at 625 Cour t Street in Woodland. 

Countryside Community Church: Sundays at 9:00 a.m. Worship Service and Sunday School. 

Esparto Ag Boosters: meets on the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 6:00 p.m. in the Ag Depar tment at the high school. 

Esparto Citizens Advisory Committee Planning Council:  meets 3rd Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. at the Espar to Regional Library. 

Esparto Community Services District: meets on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 

Esparto Family Practice: open: Monday, Tuesday, and Fr iday from 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., Wednesday 2:00-6:00 p.m. and Thursday from 1:00-6:00 p.m..  

Esparto High School Ag Boosters meets on the third Wednesday of each month at 6:00 p.m. in the Ag Classroom at the high school. 

Esparto Lions Club Meeting:  meets on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays at the VFW hall 7:00 p.m.  

Esparto Regional Chamber of Commerce: meets every month on the 4th Thursday at the Chamber  Office at 16858 Yolo Avenue. (787-3242) 

Esparto Unified School Board Meeting: meets on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. at Alice Marsh Hall. 

Food and Clothes Closet: open on Wednesdays 9:00-12:00 p.m. and Fridays 3:00-5:00 p.m. at Countryside Community Church. Contact RISE Inc. at 787-4110 for information. 

Friends of Esparto Regional Library Board of Directors’ Meeting:  meets on the 1st Wednesday at 5:00 p.m. at the Library. No meetings in July or  November . 

Legal Services in Esparto: free services offered on the 1st Thursdays of every other  month at the RISE office from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Call 787-4110 for appointment. 

Guinda Community Church: Sunday Service at 9:00 a.m. 

Madison Advisory Committee: 4th Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. at the Madison Community Services Distr ict. No meetings in May, November  or  December . 

Madison Community Committee: 3rd Thursday at 6:00 p.m. at the Madison Community Services Distr ict. 

Madison Fire Commissioners Meeting: 1:00 p.m. on the 2nd Monday of each month at the Madison Fire Department at 17880 Stephens Street.  

Madison Food Closet: open the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. at the Madison Community Services Distr ict Building (summer  hour ). 

Madison  Service District Meeting: 2nd Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. in the Distr ict office at 28963 Main Street in Madison. 

New Life Christian Center in Madison: Sunday Service at 11:00 a.m. with Jr . Church for  ages 5-12. Home Bible Studies on Wednesday. 

On Fire Fellowship of Esparto: Sunday service at 9:00 a.m. Bible Study: Wed. at 6:30 p.m. Youth Group: Fr i. at 6:30 p.m.; Ladies: 1st/3rd Tues. at 6:30 p.m. 

Play School Experience:  held from 8:30-10:00 am on Thursdays and Fridays at the On Fire Fellowship Church. 

RISE Collaborative Meeting: meets the 3rd Fr iday at 9:00 a.m. at the RISE office (except August and December ). 

Rumsey Improvement Association: Potluck dinner  and meeting on the 1st Monday. 6:00 p.m. social; 6:30 p.m. dinner ; 7:10 p.m. meeting at the Rumsey Hall 

St. Martin’s Catholic Mission Church: English Mass: 8:30 a.m. on Sundays; Spanish Mass: 7:00 p.m. on Saturdays at St. Mar tin’s Catholic Mission, 25633 W. Grafton St.  

Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW): Western Yolo Post 7143, meets 2nd Monday each month, at Post Home, Or leans St. and Highway 16. 

Western Yolo Grange: meets on the 3rd Tuesday at 6:00: social, and 6:30 p.m.: potluck dinner  and meeting at the Grange Hall at 16787 For rest Ave. in Guinda. 

4-H:  meets at 6:30 p.m. on the 2nd Monday of each month at the Community Center  in Espar to. 

 


