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 A New Kind of Farm Labor Workshop 
 Ninety-seven farm workers were paid to spend a rainy day warm and dry 
in the Esparto Middle School’s Multipurpose Room on February 17 while lis-
tening to a variety of presentations. The workshop, called Que Viva La Vida, 
was billed as a “social safety day” for farm workers, and was presented by 
RISE, Inc in collaboration with 12 growers in this area. 
 The topics of the day ranged from helping their children do better in 
school to opening a bank account, from better nutrition guidelines to domestic 
violence, and from immigration issues to buying a house. Alcohol and substance 
abuse was another topic, with a strong emphasis in the presentation on when and 
where to seek assistance.  
 Judging by their enthusiastic participation and their final evaluations, the 
participants in the program were pleased with the day and the information. On a 
scale of 0 to 5, 75 attendees gave the workshop a full five. Fifteen (15) gave it a 
four, and 5 gave it a three. A big thanks is owed to the local folks who were 
very involved in making this day so effective: facilitator Tico Zendejas, lead 
presenters Aida Buelna (School Superintendent) and Laura Martinez (Esparto 
Family Practice). Several local growers were instrumental in articulating a clear 
vision about the need for the workshop day; among them were David Scheuring 
and Paul Muller. Finally, a fine group of men from Full Belly Farm addressed 
their peers in a very motivating way. All in all, the day had many special mo-
ments with financial, morale, and lunch support from many folks throughout the 
Capay Valley Region. 
 A frequent refrain heard during the day was the participants’ strong desire 
for additional workshops of this type, with particular emphasis on physical well-
being, education, and where to find help for personal and family problems. 
 All the presentations and discussions were conducted in Spanish.  The day 
was punctuated and enlivened by the raffling of some twenty prizes, ranging 
from tee shirts to a gas grill to a hundred-dollar bill. A number of local agricul-
tural businesses generously contributed these prizes and other forms of support. 
 During the lunch break, after enjoying a nutritious lunch of donated roast 
chicken and locally grown vegetables, the farm workers were able to visit a 
number of stations set up by local organizations and businesses that offer sup-
port and assistance to farm workers and their families. 
 RISE, Inc, a non-profit social services agency headquartered in Esparto, 
enlisted participation by other entities as well. Many county agencies, banks, 
UC Davis, and a variety of other non-profits joined in to make it a very busy 
day. There has been much interest in this effort becoming an annual event, and 
also about some statewide duplication of the event. Once again, the Region is on 
the map with innovative ideas for a better and more productive future! 
          Submitted by the RISE Staff 
                    (See pictures on pp. 5 and 13) 

Almond Queen Pageant  
 It was standing-room only in the Guinda Grange Hall on March 5 as six brave 
young women took the stage at the 96th annual Almond Queen Pageant to compete 
for the title of 2011 Almond Queen. All eyes were on Samantha Brooks, Margot 
Dittmar, Avalon Lucero, Christiana Paoletti, Lizanne Shera, and Patience S.  
Tarlesson as they took their turns answering the question "Our community is con-
tinually evolving and changing. When you imagine the Capay Valley in 25 years, 
what does it look like? How has the agriculture, community, and valley changed?” 
Though answers varied, each carried the same sentiment: the Capay Valley is a 
place of tremendous tradition, incredible community members, and great beauty.  
 The six contestants had completed several tasks prior to the dinner, including 
a resume, application, essay, and interview. After delivering their speech, each 
young woman answered questions from the areas of current events and general 
knowledge. In the end, the judges selected Margot Dittmar as the 2011 Almond 
Queen and Christiana Paoletti as the 2011 Almond Queen First Runner Up.  
Lizanne Shera was selected by her peers as Miss Congeniality.  
 During the Almond Festival, Margot, Christiana, and Lizanne spent time in 
each town, visiting booths, eating delicious food, and talking with folks from near 
and far. They traveled in style, moving from town to town in a limousine donated 
by Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation. Said Margot Dittmar, "This has been the best day 
of my life! As a little girl I always dreamed of being the Almond Queen, and to 
now experience it... This has been so great!"  
 Thank you to Linda Wilson, Alexis Kersting, the Rumsey Improvement  
Association, Western Yolo Grange, Tom Lopez, Lea Lloyd, Gretchen Adan,  
Austin Large, the Esparto FFA Chapter, and Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation. Also, a 
sincere thank you to the sponsors of the 2011 Almond Queen Pageant:  
Chamberlain Farms, Riverdog Farm, The Tremont Group, BZ Bee Pollination Inc.,  
Larry and Sue Heitman, Viking Propane, Road Trip Bar and Grill, Nelson Johnson, 
D.D.S., Full Belly Farm, Harmon and Greta Taber, Linda Wilson, Nina Andres, 
Bob and Shirley Bramlett, John and Gretchen Ceteras, and Todd Gettleman.  
         Submitted by Hallie Muller, Pageant Coordinator 
        (See pictures on pp. 15) 

2011 Almond Queen and her Court 
Pictured left: Margot Dittmar, Queen, Christiana Paoletti, 1st 
Runner-up, and Lizanne Shera, Miss Congeniality at Rumsey  

during the Almond Festival. 
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The Valley Voice 
P.O. Box 133 

Esparto, CA  95627 
    For article inquires, call 787-4110, or send 
an e-mail message to Greta Taber, Editor, at 
valleyvoice2@hotmail.com. For billing in-
quiries or ad rates, call 787-4110.  All arti-
cles are due by the 20th of each month. 
Ads must be paid in advance and accounts 
must be paid up to date by the 20th of each 
month. We reserve the right to edit articles 
at our discretion, due to space limitations 
and other criteria. The Valley Voice is pub-
lished monthly by a community partnership 
between RISE, Inc., Esparto Unified School 
District, and the Yocha Dehe Wintun Na-
tion. Articles published do not necessarily 
express the views of the Valley Voice editor 
or committee.  

VALLEY VOICE  
AD RATES 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
25 WORDS FOR $10 

 
DISPLAY ADS 

Business-card size: $25 per month 
1/4 page:  $50 per month 

1/2 page:  $100 per month 
Full page:  $200 

 
`For more information, and 

yearly discounts, call 787-4110 

Valley Voice  
Subscription Form 

Let all your friends and relatives 
know that for just $25 per year we 

will mail them each month’s edition! 
This is a perfect way to keep up to 

date with all the Capay Valley  
news and events.   

Complete the order below. 
 
Name:  
Mailing Address:   
City, State:  
Phone Number: 
 
Please Select: 

    One Year: 12 editions
 ($25.00) 
 Two Years: 24 editions

 ($50.00) 
Please make checks out to  

RISE, Inc. 
Mail to: RISE, Inc. at  

P.O. Box  133, Esparto, CA 
95627 or drop off at the office at 

17317 Fremont Street  
in Esparto. 

The Valley Voice Needs YOU!! 
The Valley Voice is a community newspa-
per. It is generously supported by local 
advertisers, public agencies, and the Tribal 
Council of the Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation. 
It is published and designed for and by the 
Capay Valley Region. It is free to every 
residence. A “Committee of Local Citizens” 
helps to determine the paper’s mission, 
publishing priorities, and best approaches to 
sustain the community’s overall support and 
interest. 

The Valley Voice Citizen Committee is 
open to all volunteers. It meets only as 
needed – a commitment of only 15-20 

hours per year! Please let us know if you 
would like to participate in these meet-

ings – we would be pleased to notify you!  
Thank you for your interest! 

To advise the paper of your interest to 
serve, please call 787-3433 and leave your 
name, address & phone number OR email 

the Valley Voice at  
valleyvoice2@hotmail.com  

OR mail your name, address and phone 
number to the Valley Voice,  

c/o P.O. Box  133, Esparto, CA 95627.    

 
 Patrick Scribner___________                                         

 Certified Public Accountant 
 
 507 First Street, Suite B   (530) 666-2727 
 Woodland, CA 95695    Fax: (530) 668-6822 
 
                                     email: pscpa@pacbell.net 

  Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation Teams with Local Group  
and Students to Restore Local Habitat 

 The Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation is once again partnering with the Center for 
Land-Based Learning to put Yolo County high school students in local fields to help 
restore the region’s natural habitat. It is part of an important program designed to 
help students learn first-hand the importance of environmental stewardship. 
 The Field Day, held March 17, included students from The Academy at Yocha 
Dehe Wintun Nation and Esparto High School who are involved in the Student and 
Landowner Education and Watershed Stewardship (SLEWS) program. These stu-
dents planted native grasses, an important component of Yolo County’s ecosystem, 
and applied organic walnut shell mulch around native plants to slow weed growth.  
This is not a first time partnership; last winter the students planted vegetation along 
a wildlife corridor and around a water retention pond. 
 “Native Americans have a long history of respecting and preserving the earth 
and its resources through eco-friendly farming and a balanced approach to land 
management,” said Jim Etters, Director of Land Management for Yocha Dehe. “The 
Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation is dedicated to instilling these values of land steward-
ship in the next generation.” 
 The Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation has a longstanding collaboration with the 
SLEWS program. Support from the Yocha Dehe Community Fund has allowed the 
program to provide hands-on environmental field trips to more than 3,000 students 
since 2001. 
 “We are delighted and grateful for Yocha Dehe’s generous support of our 
farming programs,” said Mary Kimball, Director of the Center for Land-Based 
Learning. “Local students finish our programs with a deep knowledge of sustainable 
farming and ranching and its effects on the community.” Kimball said that the Cen-
ter for Land-Based Learning is the only non-profit in the state that offers hands-on 
environmental field trips to high school students. “The future is in their hands,” 
Kimball added. “We need to make sure they are equipped with the right tools.”  

Submitted by Greg Larsen  
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          Julie Swartz 
                  Music Studio 
                  Piano-Voice-Guitar 
                   (530)787-3570 

News from Esparto Unified School District 
Submitted by Aida Buelna, Superintendent 
 
State Budget: 
This month marks the fourth year that the District must  
make budget cuts if we are to create a balanced budget. The current pro-
posed budget by the Governor would impose approximately a $350,000 cut 
to our District budget. The District office has reviewed possible budget 
reductions with the School Board at its regularly scheduled school board 
meetings. This has been a very trying experience for everyone involved as 
we continue to review what we can do as a District to meet these cuts and 
continue to provide a quality education to the students of the Esparto Uni-
fied School District.  
Fun Run 
I wanted to take the opportunity to thank everyone who participated in this 
year’s 1st Annual Almond Fun Run. We had 48 participants and 12 spon-
sors. Our $100 sponsors for this year’s event were: FreeHeart Farms, El 
Toro Foods, Farm Fresh to You, Viking Propane, Riverdog Farms, Road 
79 Ventures, Double Dachshund Ranch, Steve Valenzuela, Pacific Hard-
ware and The Tremont Group.   
The results of the races were as follows: 
Men’s: 1st Jeremiah Wise; 2nd Steve Garcia; 3rd  Jack Moris 
Women’s: 1st  Kristen Bullock; 2nd Stephanie Pokswinski; 3rd Ashley Wil-
liams. 
Children’s 1/2 mile run: 1st  Jack Brackett; 2nd Katie England; 3rd Ryan 
Pearson 
Congratulations to all our participants for completing the Fun Run. 
California Standards Test 
Students and teachers have been hard at work all year in preparing for the 
California State Standards Tests in English Language Arts, Mathematics, 
Social Science and History. As we prepare for the STAR testing you can 
assist your child by doing the following: 
1. Sleep: have your child get plenty of sleep during the testing window. 
2. Breakfast: be sure your child has a hearty breakfast on test days. 
3. Encourage your child by letting them know that they will perform well 

because they have been studying all year for this test. 
Dates to Remember 
April 6-May 11   California Standards Testing 
April 9    PTA Live Auction 
April 11 & 25    Minimum Days 
April 15      Contract Minimum Day – offices close early 
April 18-22     Spring Break – Schools closed for the week 

 Madison High School 
 In February the Western Association of Schools and Colleges awarded Madison 
High School a six year-term full accreditation until June 30, 2017. This action was 
taken after three years of work by the Madison High School staff in developing criteria 
which are fully in compliance with the Western Association of Schools and Colleges. 
We are proud and thankful to earn this award for the community and the Esparto Uni-
fied School District. 
 Spring is coming and so is the STAR testing for students attending all schools in 
California. Madison High School Students, along with all of the students in California, 
will participate in STAR testing. It is important for all students to do their best work on 
these state exams as the results reflect what students know and are able to do. These 
test scores also show how well a student is progressing with respect to all other stu-
dents. Please make sure that all of your children attending Esparto Unified School Dis-
trict schools get plenty of sleep before exams and have a good breakfast. STAR testing 
will begin on April 6. Each school will send home testing schedules with students. 
Please be looking for these notices. 
 This year Madison High School will have graduation on Wednesday, June 1, 
2011, instead of Thursday. We plan to have twelve students completing their entire 
requirements for graduation this year. The graduation ceremony will be at the Yocha 
Dehe Community Center sponsored by Yocha Dehe Rancheria. We would like to thank 
the Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation for again sponsoring the Madison High School gradua-
tion ceremony.     Submitted by Richard Radcliffe, Principal 

Esparto K-8 School 
North Campus Cubs and South Campus Wildcats 

 We will begin California Standards Testing on April 6 and it will continue 
through May 11. Students in grades 2-8 will be taking tests in mathematics, English 
language arts, science and social studies. As it is important every day, it is especially 
important during testing that students be well-rested and eat a good breakfast.   
 The second annual PTA Live and Silent Auction will be Saturday, April 9. All 
monies raised go directly back into the school.  This promises to be a fun evening. The 
event will be held at the Taber Ranch Event Center. For ticket information you may 
call the either the north or south campus office. 
      Submitted by Veronica Michael, Principal, Esparto K-8 School 

Yolo County School Boards Recognizes  
Yolo Excellence in Education 

 The March 7 Excellence in Education award night was attended by 
approximately 180 educators and education supporters from all five K-12 
school districts and the Los Rios and Yuba Community College Districts.  
Hosted by the Yolo County School Boards Association, this event recog-
nized high performing educators and programs in school districts from 
around the county.   
The award recipients:   
Esparto Unified School District 
• Administrator:  Veronica Michael, Principal, Esparto K-8 School 
• Program:  Parent Teacher Association, Program Leader:  Lynette 

Hjerpe, President Esparto K-8 PTA 
Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation 

• Program:  Yocha Dehe Wintun Academy, Comprehensive Music Pro-
gram, Program Leader:  Lenore Turner Heinson, Teacher  
          Submitted by Karen Fox 

News from the Esparto High School Ag Department 
 The Ag Students of the month are selected by our FFA Officer Team and 
advisors. These students are recognized for their involvement in the FFA Chapter dur-
ing that month. Students of the month are taken to the Rotary Club for recognition 
also. (See pg. 6 for pictures.)The January student of the month who attended the Rotary 
meeting recently was James Ousey. James is a phenomenal young man in the class-
room, as well as outside of the classroom. He is currently competing on our Parliamen-
tary Procedure team as well as our Farm Records Team. Our Parliamentary Procedure 
team just placed first in the Section and will compete at the Regional contest on March 
25. The Farm Records team recently competed at the UC Davis Field Day where they 
placed 9th overall. After high school James plans to go to college to be a pharmacist. 
Other students of the month have included P.J. Scribner, and Inez Stephens. 
  A big project being undertaken now by the Ag Department is to take over 
the ten acres of almonds that the school owns. Students will be involved in this project 
of managing an orchard of trees. We are looking for a 75 horsepower tractor and an 8 
to 10 foot flail mower to use in this endeavor.  Anyone who may have a source for 
these pieces of equipment can contact the Ag Department at Esparto High School.  
(787-3405) 
    News submitted by Charles Abee, EHS Ag teacher 
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Countryside Community Church 
 

Bring your children to Sunday School and  
Worship with us  

at 10 a.m. on Sunday. 
 

Located at Fremont and Grafton in Esparto / 787-3586 
Rev. Dr. Pamela Anderson, Pastor 

Presbyterian Affiliation 
 

 
 
 

Fred and Alice Manas, Owners 
25838 County Road 21A 
Esparto California 95627 

(530) 787-3228 
Fax: 787-1878 

         fjmanas@sbcglobal.net 

 
“THE BEST PEACHES IN THE WEST” 

Manas Ranch 
 

  
 

ACCOUNTING/BOOKKEEPING 
Individuals  ·  Partnerships 

LLC’s  ·  Corporations 
Financial Reporting * Tax Planning 

Payroll 
Call for an Appointment Today 

530-787-1969 
  

News from Yocha Dehe Wintun Academy  
  
 I would like to start by taking this opportunity to recognize the contributions 
and hard work of the Yocha Dehe Wintun Academy staff and students. The stu-
dents have made tremendous gains in their academics, and the teachers continue to 
be innovative and are always researching the latest best practices to bring to the 
students. We are always on a quest for the best! 
 Our core staff is in their second year of service at the Yocha Dehe Wintun 
Academy. Our lead teacher is Mr. Norman Campiz who brings more than 15 years 
of teaching experience to the Academy. Mr. Campiz has a credentialed specializa-
tion in mathematics. Ms. Elva Sais is a credentialed reading specialist. She is fo-
cused on providing students with solid instruction in English language arts. Ms. 
Sais has over 20 years of teaching experience. Ms. Lenore Turner-Heinson holds a 
multiple subject credential and provides students instruction in music and theater 
arts. Finally, Ms. Marisa Garcia-Fuentes is in her first year at the Academy and 
holds her undergraduate, graduate and teaching credentials from Stanford Univer-
sity. All together, we have a staff that is dedicated to providing only the best for 
our students.  
 In addition to music enrichment, I have invited Ms. Judy Smith to present 
formal art lessons to the students. She has planned with the teachers and her art 
lessons are integrated into our Sustainability theme at the school. Ms. Smith is 
doing a great job encouraging creativity and helping students develop their artistic 
skills. 
 Along with other districts in the county, the Yocha Dehe Academy School 
Board now has a seat on the Yolo County School Board Association. A major 
event of this Association is the celebration of the Excellence in Education Awards. 
This year, Ms. Heinson has once again been nominated for her stellar work in mu-
sic education. On Monday, March 7 at the award’s celebration, Tribal Member 
Cynthia Clarke summarized Ms. Heinson’s accomplishments at Yocha Dehe and 
presented her with a plaque and certificates.  
 In collaboration with the Yocha Dehe Department of Health and Wellness 
and UC Davis, we will add a parent education component to the Infant/Toddler 
program at the Academy. School staff will be actively encouraging community 
members to use this valuable resource and invite any questions that they may 
have. 
 Academy staff continue to see a positive attitude toward learning. Children 
are reading more fluently and with greater comprehension. They are focused on 
their assignments and they enthusiastically call home and ask to stay for home-
work club! We are all very pleased to see the improvements in our students and 
we enjoy sharing our successes with you. 
      Submitted by Sarah Martinez, Director of Education, Yocha Dehe Wintun Academy 
 
 

New Elders at 
Countryside  

Community Church 
 On Sunday, February 20th, 

Countryside Community 
Church ordained and installed 
two new elders: Lynn Rolston 

and Linda Adams. We look  
forward to their leadership and 
the positive impact they will 

have on our church and  
community.  Congratulations!  

Submitted: Rev. Dr. Pamela Anderson 

Pictured above are from left: Lynn Rolston, 
Pamela Anderson, pastor, and Linda Adams. 

Participants in the Fun Run sponsored 
by the EUSD and held on March 12. 
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DEPENDABLE CABLE  T. V. 
 
All the standard T.V. channels you  
Would  expect 
 
Basic service that will work in all  
wired rooms in your home 
 
Includes local channels in Standard 
Definition and High Definition 
 
Never any equipment to buy or  
CONTRACT to sign 
 
Optional digital cable 
  Local Channels in HD 
  Multi-Channel Local Channels  

 
JUST $32.87 

 
GET ALL THREE  

BROAD BAND INTERNET SERVICE 
 

Speed you can’t get with DSL  
  equivalent to 6 T-1 lines 
 
24-7 customer support 
 
WEB DRIVEN: 
 
PASSWORD MANAGEMENT 
E-MAIL MANAGEMENT 
CHECK I. P. ADDRESS 
CHECK NETWORK TRAFFIC 
CHECK CONNECTION SPEED 
REMOTE E-MAIL CHECK 
5 E-MAIL BOXES 
OPTIONAL COMMERCIAL- 
        MAIL ACCOUNTS 
TV  CHANNEL LISTING 

Now 10 MB Standard! 
JUST $34.95. 

       
ON ONE BILL 

 UNLIMITED PHONE SERVICE 
 

With all the bells and whistles 
 
On-Line menu 
 
Web based customer control 
Unlimited long distance  
to all 50 States and Canada 
 
All the extras you would expect,  
Such as, call waiting, call forwarding,  
Call rejection,  
Call blocking,  
Caller ID, call return 
Speed dial, 3-way calling, hunting  
Voice mail with optional sub mail box.  
Number porting. 
 
Plus extras you can’t get with old  
Fashioned Telephone Service                     

JUST $29.95  
 

ALL FOR $97.77  PLUS TAX 

                                                                   
  
  
  

 
CABLEVIEW  COMMUNICATIONS (530) 787-4656  17214  FRE-

 

The Esparto Writers Group 
 The Esparto Writers Group invites all able and interested persons, regardless 
of ability, to join us from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. in the Wintun Room of the Esparto Li-
brary. Share your works with us and we will share our carefully chosen impressions 
with you. We will challenge you with our monthly prompts to stoke that fire or you 
can bring something that you have been pouring your heart out on so that it might be 
aired for the first time. We meet on the 3rd Thursday of the month which is on April 
21. Please contact me if you are interested: Sandy Pelletier at 530 796-3555 or San-
drapelletier@me.com.     Submitted by Sandra Pelletier 

Easter at  
Countryside Community Church 

Come join us for our Maundy Thursday service  
on Thursday, April 21 at 7:00 p.m. 

We will have a combined service with a new Spanish speaking congregation  
who are using our facilities. 

Their name is “Iglesia Neuva Vida En Cristo” (New Life in Christ) 
And they meet on Sunday afternoons at 1:00 p.m. 

Communion will be served at the Maundy Thursday service on April 21st. 
 

Countryside’s Easter service will be on Sunday,  
April 24 at 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School is provided every week 
Bring the family & friends, and we’ll see you there! 

 
We are located at the corner of Fremont & Grafton. 

For more information go to www.countrysidechurch.us.           Submitted by the Rev. Dr. Pamela Anderson 
 

 

Pictured above are the participants in the Que Viva La Vida workshop held at 
the Esparto Middle School on February 17.(See story pg. 1 and see picture on pg. 13) 

During the Almond Festival,  
Countryside Community Church  
raffled an award winning quilt 

made by Cindy Brock and the lucky 
winner was Rose Franklin of Vaca-

ville. Pictured in the photo left is  
8 year old  

Charlene"Charlie" Anderson. 
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(530) 668-0269 
Ray Juhler & Jason Findley 

 
Produce your own power to reduce 

 or even eliminate your electricity bill. 
Call for a free site evaluation. 

 AGRICULTURAL STUDENTS OF THE MONTH 
 The Capay Valley Rotary chose these students for past Agricultural Stu-
dents of the Month, PJ Scribner, Inez Stephens and James Ousey. All are active 
members of FFA and have contributed to our farming community in many ways.  
Each of these students is eligible for an annual $500 scholarship awarded at the 
end of the school year by the Capay Valley Rotary. Capay Valley Rotary meets 
every Friday morning at 7:00 a.m. at C2 restaurant.  Please join us!                  
           Submitted by Sue Heitman 

RISE Spring Break Intersession Program 
  
 During Spring Break, RISE, Inc. will offer an Intersession Program for 
Kindergarten – 5th grade students. Intersession activities include Arts & Crafts, 
Staff Led Outdoor Play, Field Trips, Special Projects, and more! Kids help to 
make their own healthy breakfasts, lunch, and snacks, which are included. Pre-
Registration for Intersession is required. 

Dates: April 18, 19, 20, & 21 
Hours: 7:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 
Location: Esparto K – 8, North Campus 
Cost: $15 per day per child (If you are currently enrolled in the After School

       Program the cost is $10 per day per child) 
 Registration Forms can be picked up at the RISE Community Center 
(17317 Fremont Street, Esparto) or at the After School Program at Esparto K-8 
North Campus. Space is limited. If you have questions please contact Chelsea 
Becker (530) 908-1052 or Chelsea@riseincservices.org 
          Submitted by the RISE Staff 

Pictured left is PJ Scribner 
(middle), below left is Inez 
Stephens, (middle), and  
lower left is James Ousey. 
All of these students re-
ceived the Agricultural 
Student of the month 
award and were honored 
by the Capay Valley Ro-
tary, Brooks. 

Yolo County UC Cooperative Extension Master Gardeners 
Events and Classes at Woodland Community College  

Horticultural Center 
2300 East Gibson Road 

April to May, 2011 
 
Saturday, April 2:  Spring Plant Sale and Gardening Workshops 
• Plant Sale:   

9:00 – 12:00   Heirloom and hybrid tomato seedlings, vegetable and flower 
seedlings for the summer garden, ornamental landscape plants and house 
plants 

• Classes/Workshops 
9:00 – 9:30      Basic Vegetable Gardening – Peg Smith  
9:40 – 10:10    Tomato Growing Tips – Dan Rott and Robert Dragoon 
10:20 – 10:50   Installing a Water Garden – David Studier 
11:00 – 11:30  Ornamental Plants for a Waterwise Garden – Linda Magrum 
11:40 – 12:10  Water Conserving Irrigation Practices - Arlen Feldman 

Saturday, April 16:  
9:00 -11:00  Backyard and Worm Composting 
Saturday, May 14:    
9:00 – 10:30   Summer Fruit Tree Pruning 
10:30 – 11:00  Spring Citrus Care 
 
For further information about these classes or other Yolo County Master Gardener activi-
ties, please call the Yolo County Cooperative Extension Office at 530-666-8143 or go to 
the web at http://ceyolo.ucdavis.edu.    Submitted by Jim Schulte 

 
Hands for Japan 

 
 Alec Fletcher, an Esparto Unified School Dis-
trict fifth grade student, was disturbed by the images he 
saw on television about the tsunami and earthquake in 
Japan. He decided to make a difference. Starting April 1-

April 30, Alec will be collecting monetary donations for the Red Cross. For each 
donation, he will post a paper hand cut out with the person's donation amount at 
the Esparto K-8 School.  
 When Fletcher approached the EUSD  School Board about his idea, 
School Board member Jim Schulte stated, " A kid's initiative like this can make a 
world of difference." Fletcher's goal is to raise $1500 for disaster relief. Checks 
payable to the Red Cross or cash donations can be dropped off at the Esparto K-8 
school office.     Submitted by Julie Rose 
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LAPAMI Bookkeeping & Tax Service 

16861 Alpha Street, Esparto 
787-3029 

10% discount on all taxes 
 

California licensed Tax Preparer #A26449 
Just drop them by or call 908-9799. 

 
Also QB specialist 

Esparto PTA Live/Silent  
Auction Benefit 

   Mark your calendars!  Dust off your boots and saddle up your ponies, 
the Esparto PTA will be hosting a live/silent auction beginning at 6:00 p.m. 
on April 9 at The Taber Ranch Event Center in the Capay Valley. The 
event is the P.T.A.’s main fundraiser for the year, and funds raised will go 
directly to help support our schools.  
 A year in the making, this year the Auction Committee chose to have a 
country western theme, seeming appropriate with the charming restored barn 
at the Taber Ranch Event Center. Event Chairwoman, Heather Echarte has 
been soliciting donations and preparing items. The $25 ticket donation in-
cludes a Tri-Tip dinner during the silent auction, and dancing following the 
live auction. A no-host bar will be available tended by the Esparto Fire De-
partment. Doors open at 6:00 p.m., the live auction will begin at 7:30 p.m. 
with dancing following to the Jim Hunter and Simpson Creek Band.  
 A sample of a few auction items include a weekend stay at a vacation 
home, and a catered dinner. The event is sure to be enjoyed by all attend-
ing. The benefit will have a photographer available to take your picture in the 
beautiful setting. Limited tickets are available, for further information, to do-
nate an item, or to purchase tickets; please, contact Chairwoman, Heather 
Echarte at (530)787-4332, or Co-Chairwoman Gretchen Rooney-Adan at 
(530)787-3415. 
              Submitted by Heather Echarte 

News from Esparto Regional Library 
Branch of Yolo County Library 

• Bilingual pre-school Story Time: every Thursday morning at 10:00 a.m. in the 
Wintun Room, featuring stories, finger-plays, and songs. 

• For information on the Esparto Book Club please call the library at 787-3426. 
• The Teen Book Club meets once a month. Call for details 
• The English Conversation Class meets on Tuesday, 1:00-2:00 p.m., and on 

Thursdays at 4:00 p.m. in the Wintun Room. All English learners welcome.  
Practice your English in a group setting. 

• The Senior Computer Class will meet on April 28. Call the library for details. 
• “Cover to Cover Club” program will take place from March 5 – April 15, 2011. 

Children between the ages of 4 and 12 are eligible to participate. Children too 
young to read may participate if a parent reads with the child. Register at the 
circulation desk by filling out a file card. Each child will receive a reading log. 
The reading logs will be used to list the titles of the books read. Each child must 
read five books at his or her reading level. The file cards will remain at the li-
brary and be validated each time a book is read. For every five books read, the 
child will receive a “Cover to Cover Club” Achievement Award, good for a 
free hamburger or cheeseburger at any In-N-Out location. Each child may earn 
up to three award certificates during the program, while supplies last. 

• Spring Craft Day on April 21 from 2:00 – 3:00 p.m. Children of all ages and 
their families are welcome to join us as we learn to make paper flowers. 

• To celebrate National Library Week, April 10-16, 2011, Yolo County Library 
announces the fourth annual READ OFF YOUR FINES campaign. All young 
people between the ages of 5 and 18 can read off their overdue fines. Read qui-
etly in the Library and for every 15 minutes of reading earn $1.00 toward your 
overdue fines. Make sure you stop by the information desk before you start 
reading! (This program applies to overdue fines only. Charges for lost or dam-
aged items are not eligible.) The hours of the program will vary from branch to 
branch so please contact your local library for more information. 

• Got a PIN number? Create a PIN number with your library card which will al-
low patrons to search the library catalog and place a request on any circulating 
item in our collection.  If you have any questions please call the library at 530-
787-3426. 

• The Yolo County Library web site has a multitude of data bases to help with 
homework and other research. Go to http://www.yolocountylibrary.org and 
click on “Databases: find articles and more”. Download audio books, eBooks, 
music, and videos from the Yolo County Library website 
http:yolocounty.lib.overdrive.com. 

    Submitted by Malinda Baker, Branch Supervisor,  
     Esparto Regional Branch of Yolo County Library 
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Full Belly Farm 
  
  Certified Organic  
  

        Veggies  ● Flowers ● Fruit 
  

     Farm Stand Open 
Fridays 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
Road 43, just past Guinda 
For more info: 796-2214 

 
 
 
 

The Capay Valley Almond Festival 
 The Capay Valley Almond Festival defines community. It is a spectacular 
example of how a community, or in this case, six communities have come together 
to create and commemorate an historical celebration here for nearly 100 years. 
The weekend long celebration kicked off Saturday morning with the First Annual 
Esparto School District 10K Fun Run and Capay Organic held their first of the 
2011 season Second Saturday Tour which included live music and free activities. 
Local restaurants and saloons had special menu items and live music elaborating 
on the weekend theme. Prior to the festival the Capay Valley Rotary Club spon-
sored the artistic talents of Traci Graham, a lifelong local resident, to paint a mural 
displaying the Almond Festival poster on the south side of the building where the 
Esparto Chamber and Capay Valley Vision reside. 
 Thanks to a wonderful collaboration between local organizations and the 
Yolo County Environmental Health Department (developed through Ag Task 
Force meetings chaired by Paul Muller), we were able to bring food and a farm-
ers’ market back to the event.  Non-profit food vendors included; Athletic Booster 
Club, Boy Scouts, Capay Fire Department, Capay Valley Rotary Club, Esparto 
Capay Valley Clampers, Esparto Fire Department, FFA,  Girl Scouts, MAD, 
Jr. Spartans, PTA, Rumsey Improvement Association, Western Yolo Grange and 
the Lion’s Club. An Almond Roca community assembly event was created to in-
crease the availability of “Grammy Wyatt’s Famous Roca”. Clarence Van Hook 
was not only a part of the musical entertainment at the event, but prior to the event 
volunteered his trade as an electrician to make the much needed electrical up-
grades in the Esparto Community Park to be utilized for a long time to come.  
 Not even a little rain could bring the Capay Valley down. And any way you 
choose to pronounce it, there were more ALMONDS at the event! Some of the 
ways you could enjoy almonds were on frozen chocolate dipped bananas, caramel 
apples, ice cream, salads, grilled meats, donuts, coffee, Roca, baked goods, smoke 
flavored, candied chocolate, Jordan, and of course good ole raw almonds!  
 Attendees of this year’s event came from near and far and exclaimed there 
was something for everyone at this event. Some of the activities included a me-
chanical bull, a petting zoo, a climbable hay pyramid, children’s rides, pony rides, 
live black smith, David Herbst’s historical agriculture & valley history exhibit, 
FERL Book sale, six live bands, Capay Valley Grown Trailer, and artisan and 
craft booths. Children of all ages enjoyed the free activities provided by our local 
non-profits, the craft activities sponsored by Michael’s Craft store, face painting 
and balloon sculptures from Dilly Dally the Clown. Thanks to Haag Farm for sup-
plying the 500 lbs. of walnuts that created the ever so popular walnut ball play 
bins. Chamberlain Farms not only sponsored the event but also provided the hay 
for the gigantic hay pyramid and seating throughout the park. Woodland Tractor 
and the Heidrick Ag Museum provided antique and modern tractors for viewing. 
Madison Fire Department put on another wonderful car show enjoyed by all. A 
Zumba demonstration got the spectators dancing, and Woodland Healthcare, Es-
parto Community Clinic, Communicare and the Health Education Council pro-
vided free health screenings for all. 
 Thanks to Durst Organic Farms for once again providing the amazing crew 
for everything from set-up to clean-up; we were in experienced hands which was 
definitely reflected. Thanks to the Ericka Davis and Kiss & Tell band for rocking’ 
the park and supplying the stages and sound equipment and even letting our very 
own Doug Gordon accompany them on the drums.  
 This year ERCC board member Gretchen Adan implemented a “Littlest Nut 
Diaper Derby” and Almond Baking Contest. These additions to our festival were a 
hit and even attracted the attention of the Sacramento Bee! Nathan was the fastest 
littlest nut in the diaper derby contest, Autumn Castro of Winters won the cookie 
contest with her Magic Almond Bars, and Melinda Sandy of Fairfield won the 
candy contest with her Toasted Almond Mallows. Thank you to Debbie Purdue, 
 

Molly Gordon, Pat Harrison, Sabas Garcia, and Sylvia Koelsch who had the task 
of sampling the delicious treats and selecting the winners.   
 Thank you to all the Esparto Chamber of Commerce Board of  Directors: 
Linda Pillard, president; Mike Leonard, vice president; Pat Harrison, secretary; 
and Gretchen Adan, Jim Durst, and Tom Frederick. Thank you to all the volun-
teers and staff that worked tirelessly to make this event appear effortless, includ-
ing: Alejandra Flores, Ben Adamo, Celeste Rodriguez, David Plank, Doug 
Gordon, Jereq Munoz, Jessika Leonardi, Jocilynne Garcia, Jordan Garcia, 
Jolyssa Garcia, Kara Masteller, Sabas Garcia, Steve Shera, and Vanessa De-
Gand. Sylvia Koelsch of photography by Sylvia sponsored the event by provid-
ing all of the photography for the festival.  
  This was the second year of the Blossom Trail map which is designed to 
help visitors find the best routes for viewing a spring “color tour” through the 
valley and observe the beautiful variety of almond blossoms found in orchards 
along the roads throughout the beautiful Capay Valley. Many thanks to the  ad-
vertisers of the map which include: Capay Valley Vineyard, FreeHeart Farm, 
Heidrick Ag Museum, Manas Ranch, Manas Ranch Old Custom Style Meat Mar-
ket, Road Trip Bar & Grill, Casey Flat Ranch Estate Wines, Ken & Linda Pil-
lard, Real Estate Consultants, and Yocha DeHe Golf Club. This map assisted in 
catching the attention of the following publications this year: Sunset, Via, Desti-
nation, Kaiser Permanente, and Sacramento magazine. 
 And, of course, thank you to all the following sponsors: Cache Creek Ca-
sino, Yocha DeHe, Cemex, Granite Construction Co., Syar Industries, Inc., Tei-
chert Materials, TSL Seed Company, Durst Organic Growers, Pacific Ace Hard-
ware, Pacific Gas & Electric, Road Trip Bar & Grill, Viking Propane, Wm. P. 
Wilson & Sons, Inc., Woodland Tractor and Equipment, Capay Canyon Ranch, 
Catholic Healthcare West, Constant Energy Source, Costco Wholesale, Golden 
One Credit Union, Padgett Business Services, Reputable Insurance, Windmill 
Feed, Yolo Federal Credit Union, Yolo Pumping Service, Bald Mountain Com-
munications, Capay Valley Farm Shop, Country Villa Mobile Estate, Interwest 
Insurance Company, Patricia Harrison and Cindy Brock of Lawson Real Estate, 
Sheldon Gas Company, Wraith, Scarlettt & Randolph and, of course, the Esparto 
Regional Chamber of Commerce. Without all of the support of our sponsors, 
none of this would have been possible! 
 Thank you to everyone that has had their hand in creating this year’s Al-
mond Festival. It truly takes an entire community to create something this excep-
tional and it is an honor to be a part of it. 
  Submitted by Monique Garcia, Director of the Esparto Regional Chamber of Commerce 
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Community Medical Centers 

Esparto 
17050 Grafton Street 

Esparto CA 05627 
(530) 787-3454 

 
Medical Services for the Entire Family 

General Medicine-Family Planning-Prenatal Care 
Well Baby Care and Immunizations 

Employment Physicals –DMV Physicals and Sports Physicals 
Health Counseling and Education, CHDP Provider 

 
Servicios Médicos para toda la Familia 

Medicina General-Planificación de Familia-Cuidados Prenatales 
Cuidados del Bebe y Vacunas 

Exámenes físicos: de Empleo, Licencia de Manejar y Deportes 
Consejería y Educación de Salud  

Proveedores de examines de CHDP-Servicios de WIC 
 

Clinic Hours—Horario De La Clinica 
Monday: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday: 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
Lunes: 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

Martes, miércoles, jueves y viernes: 2:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. 
 

SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE 
CITAS DISPONIBLES EL MISMO DÍA 

Above are Capay Valley Rotary, Brooks, members at their Almond  
Festival Booth: Sue Heitman, Lori Breckinridge, Ann DelCastillo,  

Shirlee Haley, Jean Chevalier, and Bill Haley 

Remembering the Almond 
Festival…… 
 
Photography by Sylvia 
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  Come visit Esparto’s new church! 

 
Where we meet       Alice Marsh Hall      
When we meet    10:30 AM on Sundays   
What to expect 

• Bible Message    
• Worship band 
• Children’s ministry 
 
Find us on Facebook @ Calvary Baptist Church of Esparto 

  

April 24—Celebrate the Resurrection with us! 

Pictured above are some of the participants in the Que Viva la Vida program 
with their certificates of completion. This event was sponsored by RISE and 

other local organizations for farm workers in the area.   
(See story on page 1 and picture on pg. 5) 



Volume 13, Edition 4, April 2011        

 

14 

 
 
 
 

“Where Service Always Comes First” 
 

Contact us for all your propane needs  
and unbeatable service! 

 
• Above Ground & Underground Tanks    
• Gas Line Installations 
• Water Heaters (Standard & Tankless) 
• Space Heaters, Fireplaces & Fireplace Inserts 
• Weed Burners           
• Propane Appliance Service & Repair 

 
17834 Railroad Street, PO Box 70 

Madison, CA  95653 
www.vikingpropane.com 

vikingpropane@sbcglobal.net 

 (530) 666-6996 or Toll Free: 1-800-621-8221 

“VALLEY SENIORS" PROGRAM AT RISE  
SCHEDULE FOR APRIL 2011 

SPONSORED BY THE YOCHA DEHE COMMUNITY FUND. 
 
If you are 55 or over please join us at RISE at 17317 Fremont Street in Esparto, 
next to Esparto Market and the D. Warren Insurance Agency.  
 Join us on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. to noon for food, 

day trips, health, exercise, classes and information. 
 

April 5:  9:00 Coffee and Exercise 
      10:30-12:00: Nutrition w/ Laura Martinez Chavez  
April 7: 9:00: Coffee & 

                 Legal Services of Northern California- “Senior Resources” 
     11:00: Lunch 
April 12:        Travel Trip to Daffodil Hill ( delayed from March due to 
         weather. Original list still attending, call 787-4110 to see if 
         there is space. 
April 14: 9:00 Coffee 

       10:00 Speaker TBA 
       11:00 Lunch 

April 19: 9:00 Coffee and Exercise 
              10:00 Speaker: TBA 
              11:00 Lunch 
April 21: 9:00 Coffee 
              10:00 Centerpiece      Floral Design project: Bring a mug/cup 
              11:00 Lunch 
April 26: 9:00 Coffee and Exercis 
              10:00 Speaker TBA 
              11:00 Lunch 
April 28: 9:00 Breakfast 
              10:30 Computer Class Esparto Library 
 

Call Beth @ RISE, 530-787-4110 FOR QUESTIONS & UPDATES.  
          Submitted by the RISE Staff 

Reminder 
All articles, ads, and announcements for this paper are due to the follow-
ing email address by the 20th of each month for publication in the next 

month’s Valley Voice. Send to valleyvoice2@hotmail.com.  
Payments for ads are also due by the 20th of each month. 

Cache Creek Announces Outdoor Summer Series 
 Cache Creek Casino Resort, long known for providing top-name entertain-
ment in its indoor showrooms, is bringing out the stars this summer ‘under the 
stars’ for its new outdoor Summer Stage Concert Series.    
 “We’ve been offering high-quality entertainment for our guests since the 
doors opened to our resort in 2004,” said Cache Creek’s Vice President of Mar-
keting Mike Leonard. “We’ve had a popular 1,800 seat showroom, and have con-
tinued to provide stage acts weekly in our 700 seat Club 88. Now, the Summer 
Stage will allow us to bring in even bigger name acts for our guests. And, we will 
be able to accommodate a larger viewing audience.”   
 The new 3,000 seat outdoor amphitheater will be an open-air entertainment 
experience just south of the casino next to the existing building. The venue will 
feature raised seating in an intimate, theatre-style configuration, ensuring excel-
lent sightlines and sound quality for all concertgoers. Audiences will also enjoy a 
fantastic view of the surrounding Capay Valley. 
 The first show scheduled for the new stage is rock icon John Fogerty on May 
21. Other concerts scheduled in the Summer Stage Series include Jamie Foxx on 
May 28, Takkatan Sonrada on May 29, Smokey Robinson on June 4, Filipino su-
perstars Gary Valenciano and Martin Nievera on June 11, the most popular Viet-
namese show in the world, Paris by Night on June 25, Motown superstars The 
Temptations with the Chi-Lites and The New Stylistics on July 2, and George 
Benson with DMS featuring George Duke, Marcus Miller, and David Sanborn on 
August 27. Additional shows will be announced later this spring. 
 “This is an exciting announcement for both Cache Creek Casino Resort and 
its owners, the Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation,” said General Manager Randy Take-
moto.  “In addition, a portion of the Summer Stage Concert Series proceeds will 
be contributed to support music programming for our local students. The Summer 
Stage is a fantastic new amenity we are offering to our guests and to our commu-
nity. We are anxious to see the types of superstar entertainment that we can now 
provide with the opening of this new venue.”    Submitted by Greg Larsen 

Capay Valley Schoolhouse 
 Just like all public schools, we are getting ready for spring testing.  In 
addition, we are making a video, and practicing a few music pieces for our 
parent night performance. Below are a few words from the students. 

 
My Favorite Things To Do At School 

My favorite thing is math projects and I like language arts time. We play music 
on the recorder. We have lots of things to do. We like to play Legos. 

Oh, I almost forgot to tell you about the couch. We love the couch, where we 
get to sit and read. 

 
What I Like About School 

Our school is very fun.  We have lots of recess.  We have the nicest teacher.  
But be careful if you are bad and get three warnings; you have to write a para-
graph to your parents.  But it is still fun, if you are good you have a great time. 



Volume 13, Edition 4, April 2011                  15                           
                                                

 

 

Is Health Insurance for your Child a Problem?? 
  In these difficult economic and health reform times, good health insurance 
coverage for your children may be a problem. There are three different publi-
cally-supported options now available, which seek to assist many levels of in-
comes and urgent situations. You may qualify for at least one of these: 
• MediCal—For those families most in need. Job loss &/or changes in in-

come power may now qualify you. Review of your eligibility situation is 
free. 

• Healthy Families—Federally and State Supported with low premiums. 
Serves the children of families who earn too much for MediCal help. Has 
low premiums. Once enrolled, your enrollment lasts for a year without fur-
ther review. Find out today if you qualify. 

• Healthy Kids—Supported by local funds and efforts. This health insurance 
option seeks to insure that all children have access to health care. Higher 
income families can successfully utilize this option. Thanks to the generos-
ity of the Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation, no qualifying local child will be put 
on a waiting list. Monthly premiums are low.  

Check these options out! Free!  
 If you are interested in further discussing any of these health insurance  
options, please call RISE Inc. at 787-4110 and ask for a screening                                        
appointment with Beth Conn-Ossenfort or Lupe Saucedo. Free.                       
Confidential. RISE will also come to small groups or farm meetings to discuss 
these options with interested folks. Call today!         
           Submitted by the RISE Staff 

SPAY / NEUTER VOUCHER PROGRAM 
$10 Cat  $15 Dog  Household income  

less than $35,000/yr 
Apply online: www.sacanimal.org or call  

916-808-SPAY (7729) 

Arbequina and Koroneiki 
Extra Virgin Olive Oils 

Call 796-4983 

    AYSO Soccer Sign-ups 
      The first soccer sign-ups will be held Monday May 9, 
2011 in front of  Esparto Elementary School from  
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Register before June 30 to take advan-
tage of early bird rates. Registration costs: $35 per player; 
$25 per player for each additional player (sibling) in one fam-
ily. Uniforms cost: $20 for a set of shirt, shorts, and socks. 
     The fall season practices will start mid-August. Volunteer coaches, referees, 
and board members are needed to ensure a successful season. Without coaches, 
we may not be able to field a team for your child's age division. All coaches will 
receive AYSO certification via free training (English or Spanish) offered in 
May, June, July and August. Some training can be completed on-line. Capay 
Valley AYSO is a non-profit youth sports organization dedicated to developing 
and delivering quality youth soccer programs which promote a fun, family envi-
ronment. Contact Regional Commissioner Brian Paddock for more information 
or to volunteer: 787-1725 or bgpaddock@gmail.com      Submitted by Trini Campbell 

New Al-Anon Meeting in Esparto 
 A new weekly Al-Anon meeting has started in Esparto and meets at Coun-
tryside Community Church on Tuesday nights, from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. (corner of 
Grafton and Fremont, use back door). Al-Anon Family Group meetings are for 
friends and family members of alcoholics. Al-Anon is different than AA 
(Alcoholics Anonymous). AA is for people who have a desire to stop drinking, 
Al-Anon is for those who have been affected by the alcoholism of another.  For 
more information contact the Al-Anon Information Service office in Sacramento 
at 916-334-2970 or www.al-anon.alateen.org. 

Almond Queen Pageant 2011 
Pictured right: 2010 Queen, Hannah Muller, 
passes the Almond Queen trophy to the 2011 

Queen, Margot Dittmar. Pictured below are the 
Almond Queen candidates and their escorts at the 

Almond Queen Pageant on March 5. 
Below right: Linda Wilson waiting to deliver 

flowers to the winners.  
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR  
AA:  Countryside Community Church, located at 26479 Grafton St. on Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. Call 1-800-970-9040 for more information. 
  Guinda Community Church,  Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 7:00 p.m. in Spanish.  
Al-Anon:   Countryside Community Church on Tuesdays from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Calvary Baptist Church: meets at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday at Alice Marsh Hall at the Esparto High School. 
Capay Valley Christian Fellowship:  meets at 11:00 a.m. on Sunday at 7588 St. Route 16, Guinda. 
Capay Valley Fire Commission Meeting:  meets the 2nd Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the Guinda Fire Station. 
Capay Valley General Plan Advisory Committee:  meets every 1st Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. at the Grange Hall in Guinda.  Open to all. 
Capay Valley Vision Board: meets on the fourth Wednesday of every month at the Library from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. 
Countryside Community Church: Sundays at 10:00 a.m. Worship Service and Sunday School. 
Dental Office in Esparto: is open from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. every Tuesday. Call 787-4972 to make an appointment. 
Early Learning Center Program: held from 9:00 to 11:30 a.m. Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays at the Countryside Community Church  
ECV Joseph Zumwalt Chapter 169: meetings on the first Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at Rose’s Island in Esparto. Must be a Clamper. 681-3412 for info. 
Esparto Baptist Church: Worship and preaching service at 11:00 a.m. on  Sundays. Bible Study on Sundays at 9:45 and Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Esparto Citizens Advisory Committee Planning Council:  meets 3rd Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. at the Esparto Regional Library. 
Esparto Community Services District: meets on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 
Esparto Family Practice: open Monday from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.. Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from 2:00 to 6:00 p.m.  
Esparto Lions Club Meeting:  meets on the 1st and 3rd Thursday at the VFW hall 7:00 p.m.  
Esparto Regional Chamber of Commerce: meets every month on the 2nd Wednesday at the Chamber Office on Yolo Avenue unless it is a mixer. (787-3242) 
Esparto Unified School Board Meeting: meets on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays at 5:30 p.m. at the Library. 
FFA Parents: meet on the 3rd Wednesday of each month  at 7:00 p.m. in the Ag classroom at the high school. 
Food and Clothes Closet: open on Wednesdays & Fridays at Countryside Community Church. Contact RISE Inc. at 787-4110 for information.  
Friends of Esparto Regional Library Board of Directors’ Meeting:  meets on the first Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. at the Library. 
Home Schooling Cooperative: Call Elvira Paoletti at 796-4676. 
Legal Services in Esparto: free services offered on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays at the RISE office from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 
Guinda Community Church: Sunday School for youth at 8:45 a..m. and Sunday Service at 9:30 a.m. 
Madison Advisory Committee: 4th Thursday at 6:00 p.m. at the Madison Community Services District. No meetings in May, November or December. 
MEDI-CAL and Food Stamps Services: Wednesday 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. at the RISE Inc. office. Call 787-4110 for appointments. 
New Life Christian Center: meets 11:00 a.m. on Sunday at 28958 Hurlbut Street, Madison. Worship Service and Junior Church for ages 5-11. 
Rotary Club of Capay Valley, Brooks: meets at 7:00 a.m. every Friday at the C2 Restaurant at Cache Creek Casino Resort.  
St. Martin’s Church: Spanish Mass: 7:00 p.m. on Saturday; English Mass: 8:30 a.m. on Sunday at St. Martin’s Church on Grafton Street 
Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW): Western Yolo Post 7143, meets 2nd Monday each month, at Post Home, Orleans St. & Highway 16. 
Western Yolo Grange: meets on the 2nd Thursday at 6:30 p.m. for a potluck dinner and meeting at the Grange Hall at 16787 Forrest Ave. in Guinda. 
WYORCA: meets on the 2nd Thursday from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. at the Esparto Library. 
RISE Collaborative Meeting: meets the 3rd Friday at 9:00 a.m. at the RISE building (except August). 
WIC Services: located in the Esparto Family Practice office at 17050 South Grafton St. on the 4th Wednesday. (2:00 to 6:00 p.m.) 
4-H:  meets at 6:30 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at the Community Center in Esparto. 

If you would like to include calendar events or change information, please e-mail the editor of the Valley Voice at valleyvoice2@hotmail.com or call 787-4110. 

          Calendar for  
 
April 2 and 14: Master Gardener events at WCC 
April 6: California Standards Testing Window begins in Esparto 
April 7: Ag Task Force at the Library  at 7:00 p.m. 
April 9: PTA Auction  at Taber Ranch Event Center at 6:00 p.m. 
April 10-16: National Library Week “Read Off Your Fines” Week 
April 18-21: RISE Intersession Program for grades K-5 
April  18-22: Spring Break for Esparto Schools 
April 18: Passover begins at sunset 
 

April 2011  
 
April 21: Maundy (Holy) Thursday services in local churches 
April 21: Esparto Writers’ Group meets at 6:00 p.m. at the Library 
April 21: Spring Craft Day at the Library from 2:00 to 3:00 p.m. 
April 22: Earth Day 
April 22: Good Friday 
April 24: Easter 
April 25: School Resumes for Esparto Schools 
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