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Local Farms Receive Value Added
Producer Grants from the
USDA Rural Development
Two Capay Valley organic farms have been recently awarded
Value Added Producer Grants (VAPG) from the United States
Department of Agriculture Office of Rural Development. Full
Belly Farm received a $45,000 grant and Riverdog Farm
received a $183,946 grant for projects that add value to a raw
commodity produced on each of their farms. Full Belly Farm
will be using the funds to turn raw agricultural commodities
grown on the farm into value added products such as pickles,
jam, tomato sauce, and other new items. Riverdog Farm will use
their grant to process their farm-raised pastured hogs into ham,
sausage, and bacon and to market their pork products.

The farms were 2 of 325 VAPG applicants nationwide awarded
funding. Each farm wrote their own project proposal with technical
assistance from the University of California Cooperative Extension Small
and Organic Farm Advisor Margaret Lloyd and submitted their proposals
to the USDA’s national competition on July 1, 2016.
“I’m extremely excited to see our organic, mixed vegetable and
livestock farms awarded federal financial support to build and grow their
operations, and I encourage others in our area to apply next year. In
2016, applications were due late June and priority points were given to a
beginning farmer or rancher, a socially-disadvantaged farmer or rancher,
a small or medium-sized farm or ranch structured as a family farm, a
farmer or rancher cooperative, or for projects proposing a mid-tier value
chain,” Advisor Margaret Lloyd said.
Describing the opportunity, she added, “The purpose of the grant is to
help agricultural producers enter into value-added activities, to improve
their success as farmers. In Yolo County, this has provided two
agricultural businesses with the necessary capital and vote-of-confidence
to pursue business goals that were likely out of reach or would have been
delayed without this support.”
The grant requires that the projects increase both the customer base
and the annual revenue to the farm from the sales of the value-added
products. The goals of the federal program are to generate new products,
create and expand marketing opportunities, and increase producer
income. During the 3-year grant cycle, the funding will support the
working capital expenses related to producing and marketing a valueadded agricultural product on each farm. The federal funding source is
allocated to the Value Added Producer Grant Program from the 2016
Farm Bill. This year, $44 million in funding was available for this
national program nationally. Each fiscal year, VAPG applications are
posted by the USDA through notices published in the Federal Register
and through an announcement posted on grants.gov.

Pictured above are Trini Campbell of Riverdog Farm (on left) and Jenna Muller of
Full Belly Farm with baby Hazel Rose Muller (on right). See article to the right
regarding the USDA Grants recently awarded to these two organic farms.

The 2016 Friends of the Regional Library
Children's Christmas Shopping Day
The Friends of the Regional Library Children's Christmas Shopping Day will be
on Saturday, December 10 from 10:00 a.m.- 2:00 p.m. at Esparto Elementary School,
located at Omega and Plainfield Streets. The Children's Shopping Day provides
children under age 12 an opportunity to buy gifts for family members. All gifts are
priced 5 cents to 1 dollar and are wrapped for free by volunteers.
Donations of gift items will be accepted at the Esparto Regional Library through
December 9. As always, we are in need of donated items for the event. If you have
any gently used items that you would be able to donate, we would greatly appreciate
them. Items that have been popular in the past are small tools, jewelry, games, stuffed
animals, kitchenware and any men’s items. We also are in need of tape, wrapping
paper, and plastic shopping bags. You may drop off items at the Esparto Regional
Library.
In addition, we are seeking helpers for Friday, December 9 at 3:00 p.m. to sort,
price, and set up items for sale, and on Saturday December 10 to help guide little ones
through their shopping experience. Parents are asked to wait in the foyer so their
children can keep purchases a surprise. Any help wrapping during the event is also
much appreciated. If you are able to help, email or contact Becky Schwenger
at schwenger@prodigy.net or (530)787-4078. Submitted by FERL
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VALLEY VOICE
AD RATES
CLASSIFIED ADS
25 WORDS FOR $10
DISPLAY ADS
Business-card size: $25 per month
1/4 page: $50 per month
1/2 page: $100 per month
Full page: $200
For more information, and yearly discounts,
email valleyvoice2@hotmail.com

Valley Voice Subscription Form
Let all your friends and relatives know that for just $25 per year we will mail
them each month’s edition! This is a perfect way to keep up to date with all
the Capay Valley news and events. Complete the order below.
Name:
Mailing Address:
City, State:
Phone Number:
Please Select:
¨ One Year: $25.00
(12 editions)
¨ Two Years: $50.00
(24 editions)
Please make checks out to RISE Inc.
Mail to: RISE Inc. at P.O. Box 133, Esparto, CA 95627
or drop off at the office at 17317 Fremont Street in Esparto.

2016 Yolo County General Election Results Now Final
Yolo County Registrar of Voters Jesse Salinas is pleased to announce that
the results of the November 2016 General Election are now official! 84,685
ballots were cast from a pool of 111,226 officially registered voters, making the
turnout just over 76%, the highest since 2004!
Certified results, including precinct maps can be found at http://
www.yoloelections.org/returns/. “Yolo County had an amazing turnout, and I
couldn’t be more proud of our residents for making their voices heard during
this important election,” noted Salinas. “Moving forward, my priorities include
increased transparency and finding new and effective ways to reach our
communities.”
Aside from the Elections website Yolo residents can also interact with
A.C.E. through their Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/YoloACE.
Submitted by Steve Rea

The Valley Voice
P.O. Box 133
Esparto, CA 95627
For article inquires, call 787-4110, or send an e-mail message to Greta Taber,
Editor, at valleyvoice2@hotmail.com. For billing inquiries or ad rates, call 7874110. All articles are due by the 20th of each month. Ads must be paid in
advance and accounts must be paid up to date by the 20th of each month. W e
reserve the right to edit articles at our discretion, due to space limitations and
other criteria. Articles published do not necessarily express the views of the Valley
Voice editor. The Valley Voice is published monthly by a partnership of the
Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation, RISE, Inc., and the Esparto Unified School
District.

RISE, Inc. Will Offer Extended Hours
During December
December:
Saturday, December 10 from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Monday, December 12 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

If you have questions about what services will be offered during
these extended hours, please call 787-4110.
Submitted by the RISE Staff

Fine lodging and breakfast
for your family and friends
Just up the road in Rumsey…
11 miles from the Casino, 1/2 mile from river rafting
(530) 507-8811 www.rumseyhouse.com
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Esparto School District News
Diego Ochoa, Superintendent

True Nature of Things
Autumn is Spring in reverse.
Plants are making the journey back to the soil.
Long days are turning into long nights.
Anticipation and restlessness become solitude and
quiet.
Soft raindrops can be heard on the land, the
exquisite smell of moisture and dry dirt fill our
senses and chase the dryness away.
We are here today to celebrate the true nature of things
Today, we take time to breath in the air of community
Today we take time to be still, to listen to the silence,
Our ears are attuned to the sound of leaves falling.
Our presence here today is a blessing.

EUSD Selected as a Finalist for Baseball Tomorrow Fund Grant:
The Baseball Tomorrow Fund offers competitive grants through Major
League Baseball (MLB). The Baseball Tomorrow Fund aims to increase youth
participation in softball and baseball. The fund awards grants to organizations
involved in the operation of youth baseball and softball programs and
facilities.
The Esparto Unified School District submitted an application on behalf of
the district's softball and baseball programs on October 1, 2016. The district is
currently working with Baseball Tomorrow Fund staff to refine the application
and go deeper into the planning of the grant. If the EUSD receives the funding,
our programs will receive $8,000 in equipment, our fields will receive $50,000
in high quality soil and grass, and our fields will have top of the line
scoreboards installed.
The district's grant application was strengthened by support letters
provided by Esparto Little League, Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation, Armstrong
Custom Mowing, and Full Belly Farm. We expect to be notified on December
15, 2016 about our grant request and we are looking forward to receiving the
funds.

Written and read by
Jim Durst at the
Taste of Capay on
October 23.

At this moment, may that which was stone, be now transformed into the water .
At this moment, may that which was invisible, now become clear to our eyes.
May the dark places of reality be illuminated with the light of imagination.
And may the cold places of uncertainty be warmed by the fire of the eternal
knowing.

California Phsyical Fitness Test:
The Esparto Unified School District annually administers the
FITNESSGRAM Test to students. The FITNESSGRAM Test is designed to
encourage students in the creation of lifelong habits, attitudes toward physical
activity, and nutrition. All EUSD students in grades 5, 7, and 9 are
administered the FITNESSGRAM. This includes students who attend
Madison Community High School.
Why administer the FITNESSGRAM? The exam allows students to create
and evaluate a personal physical fitness program. The exam increases parent's
knowledge of physical fitness standards. The exam improves physical fitness
education in our district by establishing clear guidelines regarding goals and
benchmarks for students.
The State of California released on October 28, 2016 the FITNESSGRAM
test results for all school districts. If you have any questions regarding your
child's FITNESSGRAM results, please contact your child's school principal.

Spirit of living Goodness, fill our hearts, fill our minds, fill our souls, with love
overflowing,
Love of self, love of our neighbor, love of our planet,
Let us sow the seeds of peace, justice, and rightness in every part of our world.
Let us water them with compassion, dedication, and humility.
Let us be the people to inspire a new generation of sowers,
Helping them, and urging them to love this planet with all their passion.
Inviting them to care for all life’s creatures that live in this space with us,
those visible, and those invisible.
Bless us with a culture of sharing and peace, that has not yet been known in
history.
Today, we can see creation’s hand in a meal of harmony and abundance
Today, we can see creation’s hand in a world of living soils producing healthy
food.
Today, we can see creation’s hands in hearts that know of the connections between
all things..
And I invite us take Creation’s hand in dreaming of the future,
Dreaming of healthy communities, loving families, and nations at peace.
Dreaming of rivers flowing with human kindness,
Dreaming a rising sun that beckons us to awaken and be present,
Present to the Holiness in the Wholeness,
Present to the Sacred in the ordinary.
Spirit of living Goodness, pour your blessings upon these people, at this time, in
this place.
Let us celebrate the true nature of things, by eating this meal today, in community.
Amen.
Submitted by Nancy Pennebaker, CVV Director
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Esparto Middle School News

Esparto Elementary School News

Sherrie Vann, Principal

Erika St. Andre, Principal

Esparto Elementary recently held its 18th annual D.A.R.E. graduation
ceremony. It was a wonderful event, and students from all three 5th grade
classes gave speeches on the dangers of drug use. This program is taught
by retired Sheriff’s Deputy Reid Thompson. Our Valedictorians were:
Natalia Quiroz, Victoria Hernandez, and Gretchen Clapp. Our
Salutatorians were: T.J. Marfil, Noah Cox and Sergio Venegas. The
classes also recognized Stephanie Anaya as Most Inspirational. We want
to thank all the parents and family members who attended this wonderful
event!
A Holiday Concert is tentatively planned for Thursday, December 15
at Esparto Elementary School to showcase the work of our wonderful
music teacher, Carrie Clark. Students will sing and play simple
instruments to some holiday classics. We will send out more information
as the date approaches.
Important dates to keep in mind for December include:
Minimum days (12:40 p.m. dismissal): 12/1, 12/2, 12/7, 12/14, 12/16
No School: 12/19/16-1/2/17

Happy Holidays from Esparto Middle School!
November marked the end of the first trimester for the district. From
November 29 through December 1 we will be conducting Student Led
Conferences and they will be better than ever. We conduct Student Led
Conferences as opposed to the traditional parent-teacher conference. The two
types of conferences are similar in that they are an opportunity to share how
students are progressing with parents. However, the SLC puts the student in
the driver’s seat. Our sixth through eighth grade students will conduct the
meeting for their parents. They will review work they have selected to
highlight their personal areas of strength and growth. A teacher is present for
the SLC to help answer any questions parents or students might have.
A big change to our SLC’s this year is the addition of student ePortfolios.
The students have been working hard to create their electronic portfolios with
support from each of their teachers. Students have created a website on
Google Sites with the guidance of their teachers. The ePortfolio includes the
student’s introduction, community service, state assessment data, work
samples, their goals for the future, career pathway, and an action plan.
Students have been working on different pages of their ePortfolios in each of
their classes.
All of the teachers at EMS have been working hard to complete the
training to become Certified Google Teachers and several have already
earned their certification by passing a rigorous three hour test administered
by Google. The knowledge the staff has acquired has enabled us to support
the students and bring our teaching methods to the 21st century.
Be on the lookout for EUSD to be one of the leading districts in the
country with Google Apps for Education!

RISE, Inc. Winter Break Intersession Program

Pictured above
are students
participating in
the D.A.R.E
graduation
ceremony, and
left, Officer
Reid Thompson
at the
ceremony.

December 19 - 21, 2016 RISE, Inc. will be offer ing an inter session
program for kindergarten – 5th grade students. Intersession activities include arts
& crafts, staff led outdoor play, special projects, and more! Kids will help to
make their own healthy breakfast, lunch and snacks, which are included. Preregistration for intersession is required. A minimum of 10 children must be signed
up by December 5 or the winter intersession will be cancelled.
Dates: December 19, 20, and 21, 2016
Hours: 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Location: Espar to Elementar y
Cost: $10 per child per day (RISE After School Pr ogr am
Participants)
$20 per child per day (Non-RISE After School Program
Participants)
Registration forms can be picked up at the RISE Community Center (17317
Fremont Street, Esparto) or at the RISE After School Program, located at Esparto
Elementary Rm 30. Space is limited. If you have questions please contact James
Perez (530) 908-1052 or james@riseinc.org.
Submitted by the RISE Staff
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Esparto High School News
Jennifer Wiese, Principal
Amber Charter, FFA Advisor
Esparto FFA members traveled to Woodland Community College on
Friday, November 4 to compete in Cooperative Marketing, Best Informed
Greenhand and the Opening and Closing Contest. The novice team made up
of freshman members was awarded a gold medal in Opening and Closing.
Ruby Virgen was awarded Outstanding Vice President in the Officer
Opening and Closing Ceremonies Contest. Later in the afternoon the novice
students competed in a FFA knowledge test and placed third place among
the other high schools. The advanced students competed in Cooperative
Marketing and placed second overall, with Jimmy Grant placing 3rd high
individual and Lizette Torres placing 4th high individual.
Submitted by Jen Crerar and Amber Charter

Winter sports, soccer, basketball and wrestling, all are already underway,
and we eagerly await the move back to our gym. It has been completely
redone and we hope to see you at a home game so you can see for yourself
the Spartan Pride we have here at this school. Two alumni games happened
in November; the current EHS boys basketball and boys soccer teams were
victorious over the alumni.
From all the staff at Esparto High School
We wish you and your family health and happiness this holiday season!

Pictured above are the FFA students who participated in the competition
at Woodland Community College (see article above):
Top row from left to right: Ruben Virgen, J immy Grant, Gina Schwenger,
Ruby Virgen, Lizette Torres, Kelly Schwenger, Christina Quijano, Courtney
Warner, Omar Figueroa, Perla Aguirre.
Bottom row left to right: Riley Rickey, Skye Dawley, Amber Stine,
Guadalupe Anaya, Alyssandra DeContreaus, Katherine Quiroz, Sierra
Winter, and Kinsey Erickson.
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On Fire Fellowship
Join us Sunday mornings
at 10:00 a.m.
26543 Madison Street
Esparto
(530) 787-4841

“The Gathering Place"
"
Senior Dinner
Every Tuesday 4:00-6:00 p.m.

Welcome to St. Martin De Porres
Catholic Mission Church
25633 W. Grafton Street – Esparto, CA

Holy Eucharist
Saturday 7:00 p.m. Spanish
Sunday 8:30 a.m. English
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 6:30 p.m.
We welcome visitors to our community.
If you are Catholic, but have not been to
church lately, come by and see what
your Church is like today.
Fr. Cormac Lacre – Pastor
(530)795-2230
stanthonystmartin@stanthonystmartin.org

St. Vincent de Paul
Thanksgiving Dinner a Success
On behalf of the St. Vincent de Paul Society
Conference, we would like to thank the
following for their generous support, help
and donations:
 Pacific Ace Hardware-Esparto, Full
Belly Farm, Capay Valley Leos Club,
St. Martin Mission Church,
confirmation class & Eleanor.
 Michael & Anne McDonald for punch,
and Sam Cody for drinking cups.
 Thanks to all who cooked the turkeys:
Jane & Sam Cody, Sara Stotts, Jim &
Claire Haag, Louie & Sara Robles,
Robert & Estella Smith, Arturo Rivas,
& John & Pixie Madigan. Great job!!
 Brian & Gretchen Paddock for green
beans, Tom & Elizabeth Ehnat for
potatoes, St. Martin Altar Society for
desserts, & the St. Vincent de Paul
ladies for the stuffing. Great job by all.
 Thanks again to my brother knights of
West Yolo Council # 10058, Esparto
for carving the turkeys. Great work !!
God bless you all. Thanks to all who
came to enjoy the meal. See you again next
year.
Submitted by Gabe Galvan, Vice Chair

St. Vincent de Paul
is available
to help those in
need.
For more information,
call (530) 312-8967
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Come Join

Patrick Scribner_________
Certified Public Accountant
624 Court Street, Suite A (530) 666-2727
Woodland, CA 95695 Fax: (530) 668-6822
email: pscpa@scribnerranch.com

BBQ Burgers on
Thursdays!
Time: 11:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.

Includes:

Burger, chips & a drink for $5.50
26797 St. Hwy 16, Esparto, CA 95627 (530) 787-1740

GUINDA COMMONS
BBQ RESTAURANT & PUB

Manas Ranch
Fred and Alice Manas, Owners
25838 County Road 21A
Esparto California 95627
(530) 787-3228
Fax: 787-1878
fjmanas@sbcglobal.net

“THE BEST PEACHES IN THE WEST”
FOOD: Smoked meats, homemade soups, sides,
pastries & pies
DRINK: 60+ beer s, har d cider s, local wines
COMMUNITY: Family friendly, large patio, fireplace
OPEN THURSDAY– SUNDAY
11 am–8 pm
CLOSED MON. - WED.
We will be open New Year's Eve & Day
Call 796-0758 or follow us on Facebook for food specials & events
Property for Sale: Contact us for details.
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ESPARTO FAMILY PRACTICE
ESPARTO, CA (530) 787-3454

Dr. Andy Zhu

Erica Ramirez, PA

Susan Torres, LCSW

New Clinic Hours Nuevo Horario
Effective/Effectivo 7-1-16
Call to make an appointment/llame para hacer una cita: 787-3454
MONDAY AND FRIDAY— LUNES Y VIERNES: 9:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
TUESDAY—MARTES: 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY—MIERCOLES: 2:00 p.m.—6:00 p.m.
COUNSELING ONLY-CONSEJERO SOLAMENTE:
THURSDAY: 1:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.
We are committed to providing everyday healthcare that is accessible to all people
both adult and children. At Esparto Family Practice, our staff looks forward to
partnering with you, and establishing a relationship that will benefit you now and in the
years to come. Our providers seek to
educate you and your family about health and guide you through illness.
Nos comprometemos a proporcionar atención médica continua que es accesible a la
comunidad tanto de adultos como de niños. En la Clínica de Esparto Family Practice,
nuestro personal espera colaborar con usted y establecer una relación que le benefician
ahora y en los próximos aῆos. Nuestros proveedores buscan educar usted y su familia
acerca de la salud y le guiará a través de la enfermedad.
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More pictures from the
Taste of Capay on
October 23.

Tico and Valentina Zendejas (RISE Inc.) enjoying the
conversations and sunny day at the 16th annual Taste
of Capay held at FreeHeart Farm in Esparto.

Each year, CVV can count on Kim Rix, one of our most
reliable Taste of Capay community volunteers.

Enjoying a beautiful day in the Capay
Valley. (below)

One of several
Silent Auction
Baskets filled with
the bounty of
Capay
Valley. (left)

Manny Carbajal and wife Davis enjoying their first
Taste of Capay.
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It takes the community and many volunteers working together to set up
this very popular annual event. More than 275 people attended this year.
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Friends of Esparto Regional Library
Currently Seeking Board Members

December Programs at the Esparto Regional Library
(

The Friends of the Esparto Regional Library (FERL) is a non-profit
organization with a 7-member, volunteer board of directors dedicated to
promoting life-long learning for residents of all ages. FERL supports the
library’s programs and services and is responsible for the management of the
FERL Endowment.

All are welcome to attend the following special programs held during the
month of December at Yolo County’s Esparto Regional Library, located at 17065
Yolo Avenue in Esparto:
December 6: Afternoon Movie, 3:00 p.m. Childr en and families ar e invited
to view a family friendly (rated G or PG) movie. For movie title call:
(530) 787-3426.

FERL supported programs include:
Monthly programs, guest speakers, movies, and gardening workshops
Summer reading programs for children
Providing cloth book bags with a library starter kit for new library
cardholders
Funding the purchase of new books

December 13: Pepe the Magician, 3:15 p.m. Magical fun for the whole
family. No reservations required. All ages welcome.
December 15: Children’s Art Class with Julie, 3:30 p.m. Enjoy a hands-on
class featuring Navajo bookmarks.
The following ongoing programs continue in December:
English Conversation Group, Tuesdays at 1:15 p.m. Conver se and impr ove
your English in a fun and relaxed setting with the aid of a group facilitator. Drop-in
visitors are always welcome.
Hora de Cuentos/Bilingual Spanish Story Time (Ages 0-5), Thursdays at
11:00 a.m. Childr en (ages 0-5) and their parents or caregivers are invited to join
us for stories, songs, movement, rhymes and finger-plays. All bi-lingual story
times are provided through a grant from First 5 Yolo.

Ideal candidates are committed to serving the library in a positive and
meaningful way as a volunteer board member. Board members enthusiastically
network and advocate for the library throughout the community. Become a
board member and help sponsor fundraisers, book sales, and more!
Members serve two year terms and attend eight FERL Board meetings each
year. Board meetings are held at the library and are open to the public. For
more information about this volunteer opportunity, contact: Trini Campbell at
trini@riverdogfarm.com or call (530) 249-0903.
For more information about the Friends of the Esparto Regional Library,
visit: www.ferl.org. Your membership and active participation enhances our
library’s programs and services. FERL is dedicated to promoting life-long
learning via the Esparto Regional Library.
Submitted by FERL

NOTICES: The Yolo County Libr ar y’s br anches will be closed on December
25 and 26 in observance of Christmas and January 1 and 2 for New Year’s Day.
All Programs are sponsored by the Friends of the Esparto Regional Library, are
free to attend and no registration is required. For more information about events at
the Esparto Regional Library, contact library staff at (530) 787-3426 or visit the
Yolo County Library at www.yolocountylibrary.org (see calendar for Esparto
Regional Library-specific events). Connect with Yolo County Library Facebook at
www.facebook.com/yolocountylibrary.org.

Historic Quilt Donated to FERL
A beautiful historic quilt has been donated to FERL to display in the library.
The quilt is approximately 6 feet by 5 feet. There are 3 columns of 4 blocks,
depicting 12 historic locations in Western Yolo County and the Capay Valley:
The Rumsey Bridge, the Esparto Train Depot, Tillie Grocery, Cottonwood
School, Canon School, Esparto Barber Shop, Madison Oddfellows Hall, the
Tandy Ranch, Taber General Merchandise, the old Esparto Bank, Clover
School, and the Cottonwood Cemetery.
The quilt was hand-pieced and quilted by a local group of women, and the
purpose was to raise funds to build the library that is now located at
17065 Yolo Avenue in Esparto. It was designed and quilted by the members of
the Esparto Quilt Group for the library building fund in February 1993.
Members included: Ellen Peckham, Hildur Murphy, Anne Chandon, Lela
Holland, Maria Hromada, Moira Nobles, Melissa Campbell, Coline Tercera,
Delia Harrington and Cindy Brock. (See quilt pictured on the left.)
FERL is currently working with the Yolo County Library to make this
historic quilt a permanent display at the Esparto Branch Library.

Submitted by Malinda Baker and Beth Gabor

Submitted by Laurie Hayes and Betty Koeppen
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Yolo County Library Offers Two Programs,
Two Ways to Give Back
The Yolo County Library is offering residents and library
card holders two opportunities to help feed and support their
communities this holiday season with ‘Food for Fines’ and
‘Pay It Forward.’
The first opportunity is through the Library’s second
annual “Food for Fines” program that allows library card
holders to clear $1 from their Yolo County Library overdue
fines for each food item donated at the circulation desk of any
Yolo County Library location. The program runs November
28 through December 31 and there is no limit to the number
of donations or reduction in fines cardholders can receive.
Library card holders are welcome to donate even if they do
not have any overdue fines.
In Yolo County, one in six people do not know where
their next meal will come from, therefore, these donations
will help to feed those in need this winter. Donated items will
be given to the Yolo Food Bank. Suggested donations include
the following:
• Canned tuna or meats
• Canned fruits and vegetables
• Canned or dry beans or soup
• Canned or boxed meals
• Cereal, rice or pasta
• Fruit juice or shelf-stable milk
• Peanut butter
The Yolo Food Bank recommends nutritional options
such as 100% fruit juices, low-sodium soups and whole
grains. The Food Bank will not accept expired items, rusty or
unlabeled cans, non-commercial items, alcoholic beverages or
mixes, food packaged in glass, or perishable, open, used or
homemade items.
The second opportunity is through the Library’s ‘Pay It
Forward’ program that allows customers to help library card
holders pay off their overdue fines. Customers are welcome
to donate and write a message on a star-shaped note that will
be posted on a board behind the circulation desk. Individuals
without available funds to pay their overdue fines, who may
be prevented from borrowing items at the library as a result,
can then redeem these Pay It Forward stars to lower their
fines. Customers can contribute as little as the change in their
pocket and as much as their heart desires to make a difference
through this community helping-hand program.
“We hope to support and continue the community spirit of
giving,” said Yolo County Librarian Patty Wong. “By
donating to a program, we will help feed families and support
residents in Yolo County that are in need or may not have
enough resources or funds.”
The Yolo County Library supports communities and
residents of Yolo County by providing a variety of programs
and services that encourage lifelong learning, personal and
workforce development and community engagement. For
more information about either Yolo County Library program,
visit: www.yolocountylibrary.org or connect with the Yolo
County Library on Facebook at:
www.facebook.com/yolocountylibrary.org.
Submitted by Beth Gabor, Public Information Officer

Volume 18, Edition 12, December 2016

COMING SOON:
Preschool Childcare Center
Esparto, CA

Visit RISE Online at riseinc.org
Did you know that you can read the Valley
Voice on your cellphone? RISE, Inc. has been
updating our website to include archive and
current editions of the Valley Voice.
The website also includes contact
information for RISE, Inc. staff in Esparto and
Winters. Under our list of services you can
learn more about the services RISE, Inc.
provides. We also have an e-mail newsletter
(e-newsletter) which includes updates and
program highlights
We hope you will check out our website at
www.riseinc.org and sign up for our enewsletter. If you have a question, our
Resource & Referral Specialists look forward
to helping you in Esparto at (530) 787-4110
and in Winters at (530) 794-6000.

Children ages 3-5
Monday-Friday 7AM-6PM
Full Day (Preschool/Childcare) 7AM-6PM
($450/month)
Half Day (Preschool) 7AM-1PM ($250/
month)
(Please note, tuition fee is subject to change)
For more information contact:
Jessica Uribe
530-794-6000
Jessica@riseinc.org

PRÓXIMAMENTE:
Centro Preescolar y Guardería
Esparto, CA

Submitted by RISE, Inc. Staff
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Niños de 3-5 años
Lunes – Viernes 7AM-6PM
Día Completo (Preescolar/Guardería) 7AM6PM ($450/mes)
Medio Día (Preescolar) 7A M -1PM ($250/
mes)
(Tenga en cuenta, que los precios pueden
cambiar)
Para más información contacte a:
Jessica Uribe
530-794-6000
Jessica@riseinc.org

Come and join us at our Preschool Program
for Children 1.5 to 5 years of age.
RISE Inc. will once again offer free child development programs for children and families
in the Esparto, Madison and the Capay Valley area.
Our program runs for two hours on Thursdays and Fridays from 8-10 a.m. weekly with a
family member accompanying the child. All sessions are held at the Universal Early Learning
Center at the On Fire Fellowship located at 26543 Madison Street in Esparto.
Our program goals are to develop social, emotional, cognitive and physical development
as well as pre-kinder ready skills.
For further information on how to enroll your child, please contact RISE Inc.at (530) 7874110 or stop by our office located at 17317 Fremont Street, next to the insurance office, and
ask for Esthela! We hope to hear from you!!!

Vengan acompañarnos a nuestro programa
pre-escolar para niños de la edad de 1.5 a 5 anos.
RISE Inc. ofrecerá una vez más un programa de desarrollo infantil gratuita para niños y
familias en Esparto, Madison y en el área del Valle de Capay.
Nuestro programa será cada jueves y viernes de las 8 alas 10 de la mañana. Todas las
sesiones se llevan a cabo en el Centro de Aprendizaje Temprano universal situado en la
iglesia, On Fire Fellowship, calle 26543 Madison en Esparto.
Nuestros objetivos del programa es desarrollar el desarrollo social, emocional,
cognitivo y físico, así como las habilidades que necesitan los niños/as para preparación al
kínder.
Para más información sobre cómo inscribir a su hijo/a en nuestro programa, por favor de
ponerse en contacto con RISE Inc. al numero (530) 787-4110 o visítenos en nuestra oficina
ubicada en 17317 calle Fremont, al lado de la oficina de la a seguranza aquí en Esparto y
Submitted by the RISE Staff
pregunte por Esthela! Los Espero oír de ustedes!!!

Pacific ACE Hardware

Located at 16851 Yolo Avenue in Esparto
Monday-Saturday: 8:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Phone: 787-3800
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News From The Rumsey Improvement Association (RIA)
The Rumsey Improvement Association will be holding its annual
Christmas Potluck dinner on Monday, December 19 at 6:00 p.m. with a singalong led by the Capay Valley Chorus and possibly a Santa appearance.
All are welcome – You don’t have to live in Rumsey to be part of our
community!
The Rumsey Hall is available for rent for special events. We have a stage,
tables & chairs, a sound system, and kitchen. Please contact our Hall Rental
Committee for more information at info@rumseytownhall.com.
Rumsey Town Hall, it’s Worth the Haul.
Submitted by Elvira DiBrigit

Yolo County Archives’ Discover. It. Yourself. (DIY) History
Are you interested in the history of Yolo County? Would you like to
participate in making Yolo County’s history more accessible? Come explore
the history of Yolo County through Discover. It. Yourself. (DIY) History at
yolocountyhistory.com, a digital r epositor y and wor kspace cr eated by
the Yolo County Archives.
DIY History is an online archive that is freely accessible to the public and
serves to both showcase and preserve original content from the Yolo County
Archives, such as photos, court reports, marriage licenses, land reclamations
and more that have been digitized by dedicated local volunteers. The website
also allows the public to transcribe historical documents and help identify
photographs from a variety of collections.
“DIY History is a great resource to our communities and residents,” said
Yolo County Librarian Patty Wong. “By creating this online database,
visitors to the website can find and research a variety of information and
participate by transcribing historical items.”
The online repository was created using an open source software called
Omeka, in combination with Scripto, a MediaWiki tool that allows members
of the public to transcribe. This kind of peer reviewed transcription is a tool
that can transform how researchers and general users interact with archival
materials.
DIY History was initially funded through a Library Services and
Technology Act (LSTA) grant from the California State Library, and
continues to be financially supported by the Friends of the Yolo County
Archives.
For more information about DIY History or to become a volunteer,
contact the Yolo County Archives and Records Center at (530) 666-8010 or
archives@yolocounty.org. Visit the Yolo County Library at:
www.yolocountylibrary.org or connect with the Yolo County Library on
Facebook at: www.facebook.com/yolocountylibrary.org.
by Beth Gabor, Public Information Officer
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VALLEY SENIORS PROGRAM AT RISE
Schedule for December 2016
Sponsored by the Yocha Dehe Community Fund
If you are a senior citizen interested in having fun, learning and socializing,
please join us at the RISE Office, 17317 Fremont Street in Esparto.
JOIN US ON TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS, FROM 9:00 a.m.-NOON for
Guest Speakers, Movies, Arts & Crafts, Games, Day Trips, Health and
Exercise Classes. We also serve Lunch.
December 1:

Field Trip-Christmas Shopping/Paseo-Dia de Compras
Para Navidad

December 6:

Fitness Fun & Games/Ejercicio Divertido y Juegos

December 8:

Guest Speaker-District Attorney’s Office/
Orador Invitado de la Oficina Fiscal del Distrito

December 13: Morning Stretch & Games/Clase de Ejercicio y Juegos
December 15: Christmas Fun, Games and Cookie Exchange/
Diversión Navideña, Juegos y Intercambio de Galletas
December 20: Fitness Fun & Games/Ejercicio Divertido y Juegos
December 22: Christmas Party, Potluck and Birthdays/Fiesta de
Navidad, Intercambio de Comida y Celebracion de
Cumpleaños

On November 16 a few of the Valley Seniors members got together to begin
wrapping empty boxes for the children that will be participating in Christmas
gift buying at the elementary school on December 10. (See top picture.)

December 27: No Program- Christmas Break/No Programa

On November 9 the Seniors at Country Villa met at James and Marlene
Schulte's house to do flower arrangements for their Thanksgiving.
tables. (See bottom picture.)

December 29: No Program-Christmas Break/No Programa

FOR QUESTIONS & UPDATES, PLEASE CALL RISE Inc.
at (530) 787-4110
SI TIENE PREGUNTAS O ACTUALIZACIONES POR FAVOR LLAME
A RISE
(530) 787-4110
Submitted by the RISE Staff

Area Food Distributions
RISE, Inc. manages several food distributions each month. Madison
Community Committee sponsors a Food Closet in Madison. Below is a
summary of these opportunities. They are also announced in other places in
this paper.

 Free Produce distribution on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of each month at the
RISE Office from 10:30-11:00 a.m.

 Drought Food Boxes (DFAP) every other Wednesday from 9:00-11:00 a.m.




Call the RISE office to find out which Wednesday of the month, since it varies.
(787-4110)
Food Bank Give-Away on the 4th Monday of each month at the RISE office
from 10:00-12:00 noon. Volunteers are urgently needed to help with this
distribution on June 27 and July 25.
Food and Clothes Closet is open on Wednesdays from 9:00-noon, and on
Fridays from 3:00-5:00 p.m. Call RISE office for more information: 787-4110.
Madison Food Closet is open on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month from
5:30-6:30 p.m. to Madison residents.
Submitted by the RISE Staff
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Community Calendar for December 2016
December 1, 2: Minimum Days at Esparto Elementary for Parent
Conferences
December 3: Craft and Vendor Event at Esparto HS Gym from 10:00-2:00
December 6: Afternoon family movie 3:00 p.m. at the Esparto Library
December 10: Children’s Shopping Day at Esparto Elementary from
10:00-2:00 p.m.
December 10: RISE Extended Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
December 11: Craft and Vendor Event at the Guinda Grange 2:00-5:00 p.m.
December 12: RISE Extended Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
December 13: Pepe the Magician at 3:15 at the Esparto Library
December 15: Holiday concert at Esparto Elementary (still tentative)
December 15: Children’s Art Class, at the Esparto Library at 3:30 p.m.
December 15: Middle School 678 Art Class ART FAIR
December 16: Minimum day for Esparto Schools
December 19-21: RISE Winter Break Intercession Program for K-5th grades
December 19: Annual Christmas Potluck Dinner at the Rumsey Hall at 6:00
December 19-January 2: Winter Break for Esparto Schools
December 21: Winter Solstice (first day of winter)
December 25: Christmas Day
December 25: First day of Hanukkah
December 26: First day of Kwanzaa
December 31: New Year’s Eve
January 1: 2017 begins HAPPY NEW YEAR!!

Middle School Student Art Fair to be held on December 15.
Contact Trish Gustafson-Ayala for more information at
678artstreet@gmail.com.

Reminder: All articles, ads, and announcements and payments
for this paper are due to the following email address by the
20th of each month for publication in the next month’s
Valley Voice.
Send to valleyvoice2@hotmail.com.
Payments for ads are due by the 20th of each month.

If there are any changes to the programs, meetings, etc. on
Page 16 of this paper, please let us know by emailing:
valleyvoice2@hotmail.com.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
AA: Countr yside Community Chur ch, located at 26479 Gr afton St. on Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. Call 1-800-970-9040 for more information.
Spanish AA: Alcohólicos Anónimos: Detr ás de El Tor o. Los lunes, miér coles, y vier nes a las 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Al-Anon: Countr yside Community Chur ch on Wednesday fr om 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Calvary Baptist Church: meets at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday at 17050 Omega Str eet in Espar to. Tuesday, Bible Study at 7:00 p.m. Wednesday, Amazing Kids Club at 7:00 p.m.
Capay Valley Christian Fellowship: 11:00 a.m. adult Sunday school; 11:45 a.m. social; 12:10-1:10 a.m. worship and children’s Sunday school at the Guinda Community Church
Capay Valley Fire Commission Meeting: meets the 2nd Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the Guinda Fir e Station.
Capay Valley Garden Club 4th Wednesdays, 6:00 p.m., location var ies, see Facebook page for mor e infor mation.
Capay Valley General Plan Advisory Committee: meets ever y 1st Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. at the Gr ange Hall in Guinda. Open to all.
Capay Valley Science Club, 4th Mondays, 6:00 p.m., location var ies.
Capay Valley Vision Board: meets on the thir d Wednesday of ever y month at the CVV office at 6:30 p.m. (Meetings ar e OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.)
Countryside Community Church: Sundays at 10:00 a.m. Wor ship Ser vice and Sunday School.
Dental Office in Esparto: is open fr om 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. ever y Tuesday. Call 787-4972 to make an appointment.
Esparto Ag Boosters: meets on the 3r d Wednesday of each month at 6:00 p.m. in the Ag Depar tment at the high school.
Esparto Citizens Advisory Committee Planning Council: meets 3r d Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. at the Espar to Regional Libr ar y.
Esparto Community Services District: meets on the 2ndWednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m.
Esparto Family Practice: open: Monday, Tuesday, and Fr iday fr om 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., Wednesday 2:00-6:00 p.m. and Thursday from 1:00-6:00 p.m..
Esparto High School Ag Boosters meets on the thir d Wednesday of each month at 6:00 p.m. in the Ag Classr oom at the high school.
Esparto Lions Club Meeting: meets on the 1st and 3r d Thur sdays at the VFW hall 7:00 p.m.
Esparto Regional Chamber of Commerce: meets ever y month on the 4th Thur sday at the Chamber Office at 16858 Yolo Avenue. (787-3242)
Esparto Unified School Board Meeting: meets on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. at Alice Mar sh Hall.
Food and Clothes Closet: open on Wednesdays 9:00-12:00 p.m. and Fridays 3:00-5:00 p.m. at Countryside Community Church. Contact RISE Inc. at 787-4110 for information.
Food Bank Food Give-Away: four th Monday of ever y month fr om 10:00 to 12:00 p.m. at the RISE office.
Friends of Esparto Regional Library Board of Directors’ Meeting: meets on the 2nd Thur sday at 5:00 p.m. at the Libr ar y.
Home Schooling Cooperative: Call Elvir a Paoletti at 796-4676.
Legal Services in Esparto: fr ee ser vices offer ed on the 1st Thur sdays of ever y other month at the RISE office fr om 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Call 787-4110 for appointment.
Guinda Community Church: Sunday Ser vice at 9:00 a.m.
Madison Advisory Committee: 4th Thur sday at 6:00 p.m. at the Madison Community Ser vices Distr ict. No meetings in May, November or December .
Madison Community Committee: 3r d Thur sday at 8:30 a.m. at the Madison Community Ser vices Distr ict.
Madison Fire Commissioners Meeting: 7:00 p.m. on the 2nd Monday of each month at the Madison Fire Department at 17880 Stephens Street.
Madison Food Closet: open the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month fr om 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. at the Madison Community Ser vices Distr ict Building
Madison Service District Meeting: 2nd Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. in the Distr ict office at 28963 Main Str eet in Madison.
MEDI-CAL and Cal-Fresh Services: Call RISE at (530) 787-4110 for an appointment.
New Life Christian Center in Madison: Sunday Ser vice at 11:00 a.m. with J r . Chur ch for ages 5-12. Home Bible Studies on Wednesday.
On Fire Fellowship of Esparto: Sunday ser vice at 10:00 a.m. Bible Study: Wed. at 6:30 p.m. Youth Gr oup: Fr i. at 6:30 p.m.; Ladies: 1st/3r d Tues. at 6:30 p.m.
Play School Experience: held fr om 8-10:30 am on Wednesdays and Thursdays at the Countryside Community Church.
RISE Collaborative Meeting: meets the 3r d Fr iday at 9:00 a.m. at the RISE office (except August and December ).
Rumsey Improvement Association: Potluck dinner and meeting on the 1st Monday. 6:00 p.m. social; 6:30 p.m. dinner ; 7:10 p.m. meeting at the Rumsey Hall
St. Martin’s Catholic Mission Church: English Mass: 8:30 a.m. on Sundays; Spanish Mass: 7:00 p.m. on Satur days at St. Mar tin’s Catholic Mission, 25633 W. Gr afton St.
Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW): Wester n Yolo Post 7143, meets 2nd Monday each month, at Post Home, Or leans St. and Highway 16.
Western Yolo Grange: meets on the 3r d Tuesday at 6:00: social, and 6:30 p.m.: potluck dinner and meeting at the Gr ange Hall at 16787 For r est Ave. in Guinda.
WYORCA: meets on the 2nd Thur sday fr om 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. at the Espar to Libr ar y.
Yolo County WIC Services: located in the Espar to Libr ar y at 17065 Yolo Ave., the 1st Wed. 8:00-12:00; and 3rd Wed. of each month from 8:00-4:00p.m. Call (530) 666-8445
4-H: meets at 6:30 p.m. on the 2nd Monday of each month at the Community Center in Espar to.
If you would like to include calendar events or change information, please e-mail the editor of the Valley Voice at valleyvoice2@hotmail.com or call 787-4110.
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