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Almond Queen Pageant 
 The 103rd Almond Festival Queen Pageant took place on Saturday February 17 
at 7:00 p.m. at the Guinda Grange Hall. Seven talented young women took the 
stage following a delicious tri-tip dinner put on by the Grange Association. The 
dinner featured a spring mix salad, sweet carrots, greens, rolls, potatoes, a vegetari-
an lasagna and mouthwatering tri-tip. The dinner was finished off with a great car-
rot cake made by the Esparto High School Culinary class.  
 Once dinner concluded, the seven contestants took the stage to present their 
speeches on the topic, If you were describing the Almond Festival to someone who 
had never been, which 5 words would you use and how would those words 
showcase this Capay Valley tradition. All of the speeches were wonderful, 
they included classics such as the FFA breakfast, Car Show and of course the rows 
and rows of blossom-covered almond trees. There was also a touch of personal 
traditions of each girl at the almond festival, which made each speech special. Fol-
lowing the speeches the contestants then had to answer a follow-up question and a 
fun question. This year the three judges had a very difficult job as the competition 
was very close. Thad Barsotti served as the Master of Ceremonies once again. 
 While the three judges, Marian Nichols, Ashley Cervantes and Kathie Wicks,  
tallied their scores, the Rumsey Improvement Association hosted a raffle with 
many amazing prizes. These prizes were all donated by local farms and businesses 
and truly showcased the amazing region we live in. There was also a silent art auc-
tion that featured some beautiful one of a kind art. The Rumsey Improvement As-
sociation is the sponsor of the pageant and awards the winner a $1,000 scholarship 
and awards the runner-up a $250 scholarship. Each contestant will also receive a 
$50 scholarship provided by the Esparto Chamber of Commerce, the sponsor of 
the Almond Festival. 
 When all was said and done, three honors were bestowed: Miss Congeniality, 
voted by the girls; First runner-up and the Almond Festival Queen. Alyssandra 
DeContreaus was awarded first runner up and the 2018 Almond Festival Queen is 
Elizabeth Ibarra. Elizabeth was also awarded Miss Congeniality. These two lovely 
young ladies will preside over the Almond Festival activities this coming Sunday, 
February 25. They will begin at the FFA breakfast at 9:00 a.m., followed by a 
stroll through the park until about 11:00 a.m. They will then make their way up the 
Valley, stopping at many venues on the way: the Roadtrip Bar and Grill, The Guin-
da Grange Hall, The Guinda Fire Department and the Rumsey Hall. If you see the 
Queen and her court, please say hi, take a picture and congratulate them both on a 
job well done.      Submitted by Caitlin Zavala, Pageant Coordinator 

Pictured above:  Left, Almond Queen and Miss Congeniality, Elizabeth Ibarra, and 
right, Alyssandra Decontreaus, Runner up  

Daylight Saving Time Begins on         

March 11 

Clocks get turned ahead an hour 

 Above: Yocha Dehe Government Officers and Tribal Council Members after taking 
the oath of office at the Tribe’s offices in Brooks, CA. (From left to right:  Matthew 
Lowell, Jr., Tribal Treasurer; Mia Durham, Council Member; Anthony Roberts, Tribal 
Chairman; James Kinter, Tribal Secretary; Burnam R. Lowell, Sr., Council Member)  
Credit: Robert Durell. (See article on pg. 2)  
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Valley Voice Subscription Form 
Let all your friends and relatives know that for just $25 per year we will mail them 

each month’s edition! This is a perfect way to keep up to date with all  
the Capay Valley news and events.  Complete the order below. 

Name: _________________________________________ 
Mailing Address:  ________________________________ 
City, State: ______________________________________ 
Phone Number:___________________________________ 
Please Select: 
 One Year: $25.00   (12 editions)          Two Years: $50.00   (24 editions)  

Please make checks out to RISE Inc. 
Mail to: RISE Inc. at P.O. Box  133, Esparto, CA 95627  

or drop off at the office at 17317 Fremont Street in Esparto. 
You may also sign up for the RISE e-newsletter on the RISE, Inc. website at 
www.riseinc.org. When you enter you e-mail address under the Get E-mail Up-
dates promote you will receive our e-newsletter with links to the Valley Voice so 
you can read it online. 

The Valley Voice 
P.O. Box 133 

Esparto, CA  95627 
 For article inquires, call (530) 787-4110, or send an e-mail message to Greta Taber, 
Editor, at ValleyVoice@RISEinc.org For billing inquiries or ad rates, call (530) 787-
4110. All articles are due by the 20th of each month. Ads must be paid in advance 
and accounts must be paid up to date by the 20th of each month. We reserve the right to 
edit articles at our discretion, due to space limitations and other criteria. Articles pub-
lished do not necessarily express the views of the Valley Voice editor. The Valley 
Voice is published monthly in partnership with Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation, RISE, 
Inc., and Esparto Unified School District.  

Newly Elected Yocha Dehe Tribal Council Takes Oath of Office  
New Chairman and Tribal Council Elected by Yocha Dehe Citizens 

  

 The Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation has sworn into office new Tribal Chairman 
Anthony Roberts, Tribal Officers, and Council Members for a three-year term. The 
new, five-member Tribal Council was elected by the citizens of the Tribe at the 
annual Community Council meeting on Sunday, January 21.   
The members of the newly elected Tribal Council are:  

Anthony Roberts: Tribal Chairman. Seventh term on Council, four as Treasurer. 
James Kinter: Third term as Tribal Secretary. Fourth term on Council. 
Matthew Lowell, Jr.: Tribal Treasurer. Third term on Council. 
Mia Durham: Council Member. Fourth term on Council. 
Burnam R. Lowell, Sr.:Council Member. First term on Council.  
 “I am certainly honored to take on this position for our nation – serving along-
side such talented, dedicated colleagues – and to follow in the footsteps of the 
great leaders who held this role before me,” said Chairman Roberts. “I have been 
involved in tribal government for many years now, and remain humbled by the 
opportunity to serve and by the trust placed in us by our citizens. We are guided by 
the path the leaders before us have set, with our sole focus on what’s best for our 
Tribe, today and tomorrow.” Chairman Roberts served as a Council Member from 
2000 to 2006 and as Tribal Treasurer from 2006 through 2018.  
 He succeeds Chairman Leland Kinter, who has chosen to return his full atten-
tion to teaching, leading Yocha Dehe’s efforts to restore the Tribe’s culture and its 
innovative programs to revive the Patwin language. A recognized leader in Native 
language education, Chairman Kinter has earned a California teaching credential 
for the instruction of Patwin. 
 “The past three years have been marked by incredible achievement for our 
Tribe,” noted Chairman Roberts. “And much of the credit for that success stems 
from the leadership of Chairman Kinter. From our historic new Tribal-State Gam-
ing Compact to the long needed expansion of our Cache Creek Casino Resort Ho-
tel, and so much more, his commitment to teamwork and partnership has led us to 
new heights. It is certainly an honor to succeed him and we look forward to his 
continued, invaluable counsel and his stewardship of our cultural and language 
programs.”   
 Under the Tribe’s constitution, elections for Chairman, Tribal Secretary, Tribal 
Treasurer and two Council Members are held every three years. Leaders are cho-
sen through open nominations and a popular vote of the adult citizens of the Yocha 
Dehe Wintun Nation. 
 The Yocha Dehe Tribal Council is the governing body of the Tribe. It oversees 
all areas of the tribal government and its businesses, evaluating and making final 
decisions on the recommendations of all of the Tribe’s departments, committees 
and commissions.   
Among them are: 

Governmental operations including education, health and wellness, fire and emergency 
services, Tribal Gaming Agency and cultural resource programs. 

The Yocha Dehe Community Fund, the Tribe’s philanthropic branch, which, since 2000, 
has distributed more than $30 million in grants and sponsorships to nearly 390 organiza-
tions; and 

 Tribal business interests and investments, including the Cache Creek Casino Resort as 
well as Yocha Dehe Farm & Ranch and its Séka Hills Olive Mill and Tasting Rooms and 
growing brand of premium products.  Submitted by Greg Larsen 
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 Esparto School District News 
  Diego Ochoa, Superintendent 

March Regular and  
Extended Hours for RISE  

 The regular hours for RISE are Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and 1:00 
p.m. to 5:00 p.m. This coming month the Esparto RISE Office will be also be open on 
Saturday, March 10 from 8:00 a.m. 5:00 p.m. and on Monday, 12 from 8:00 a.m. to 
8:00 p.m. Make an appointment now to meet with our  Resource and Refer ral Spe-
cialist. Call (530) 787– 4110. RISE is located at 17317 Fremont St. in Esparto. 

 The Esparto Unified School District is extremely proud to announce that the 
Story Charitable Fund (SCF) surpassed the $1 million dollar mark. The SCF was 
established by two Esparto High School Alumni, Mr. George and Mrs. Isabel 
Story. Since the establishment of the SCF, our high school has been the benefi-
ciary of their extraordinary financial support. 
  Mr. and Mrs. Story created the SCF to ensure that Esparto High School could 
offer the best math and science programs in Northern California. The charitable 
fund is in the accumulation phase at this point, which means that Mr. and Mrs. 
Story are currently making donations out of their income. When their estate is 
closed, Mr. and Mrs. Story estimate that their estate will have supplied approxi-
mately $15 million to the SCF. 
  Mr. and Mrs. Story devised a brilliant plan to create the SCF that would pro-
vide a 3% yearly payout to support math and science education in our district. 
While there are no guarantees regarding the amounts of future donations, we re-
main tremendously grateful for the selfless support of Mr. and Mrs. Story. Their 
willingness to support our students will make an impact for future generations of 
EUSD students to come. This year we will be creating scholarships in their names 
to encourage and support our students in pursuing a math or science degree in 
college. 

Esparto Park and Aquatic Center Groundbreaking 
February 15, 2018 

  

 Over 100 attendees gathered to celebrate the Esparto Park and Aquatic Cen-
ter groundbreaking on Thursday February 15 at Esparto High School. Sue Heit-
man, Capay Valley Vision board member, welcomed attendees, described the 
park features and introduced the speakers.  
 The park will offer a new basketball court, a swimming pool and toddler 
pool, an aquatics building, a little league baseball/softball field, a soccer/football 
field, a pedestrian bridge over Lamb Valley Slough, a walking trail, a central 
gathering area, and a parking area.  
 The speakers included: Oscar Villegas, Chairman of the Yolo County Board 
of Supervisors,; James Kinter, Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation Tribal Council Sec-
retary; Pam Miller, President of the Esparto Unified School District Board of 
Trustees; Sedrick Mitchell, Deputy Director of the CA State Parks and Recrea-
tion; Trini Campbell, President of the Western Yolo Recreation Center Associa-
tion; and Jack Moris, Capay Valley Vision Board Member. During the celebra-
tion, Tribal Councilman James Kinter said he and other members of the Wintun 
Nation were “proud to be partnering with the community this way ... It’s a testa-
ment to the tribe’s dedication to the community and to show that we care. This 
is our home, too, and we want to support all the good things that will happen in 
Esparto,” Kinter added. “So…let’s get this thing built.” 
 Sedrick Mitchell, deputy director of the State Department of Parks and Rec-
reation exclaimed, “If you really understand the power of today I need you to 
raise your voices and hear your excitement! Are you excited about this?" He 
also said, “You have to understand that this isn’t just giving out a grant. The 
reality is that nine out 10 proposals we had to say no to. There were over 900 
applicants asking for $3 billion and guess what? You rose to the top … So you 
need to understand that this is an opportunity to show the world what you’re 
about … Everything starts with a vision and smaller communities often think 
they can’t compete. But what the world really doesn’t understand — and as a 
person who grew up in the valley — the vision that we have is often bigger than 
any large city and is broader and more intense for us because we are a commu-
nity who care about each other. Understand that what is about to happen is go-
ing to change the way Californians look at the way they invest in communities.” 
 Mitchell continued, “This is an opportunity for your vision to come alive, 
because parks aren’t just about being places where you go to play; they’re plac-
es where we re-imagine ourselves, where we become healthier and bond with 
our families. So imagine when this park is put together, the amazing things that 
are going to happen because it won’t be just grass and fields. It’s going to be a 
park which will amaze all Californians’ and will amaze not only the people of 
Esparto but of this valley. Your vision is about to take flight.” 
 The park construction will begin in March 2018, with a target completion 
date of January 2019. A ribbon cutting ceremony will be held in the spring of 
2019.            Submitted by Trini Campbell  

Above: Attendees at the Groundbreaking Ceremony for the Esparto Park and Aquatic 
Center on February 15. See article in column 1. 
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Esparto Middle School News 

Sherrie Vann, Principal 

 
Esparto Elementary School News 

Erika St. Andre, Principal 

2nd Annual Spelling Bee Winners 

 Esparto Elementary held its second annual Spelling Bee on Wednesday, 
January 31.  We had a winner in each category, 2nd/3rd grades and 4th/5th 
grades. Both competitions went on for many rounds and the students per-
formed with courage and stamina. A special thank you goes out to our or-
ganizers, Ms. Montejo and Mrs. Thompson for making this year’s event 
wonderful! Congratulations to Fatima Moreno (2nd/3rd grade winner,  pic-
tured on the left) and Kamyla Pantoja (4th/5th grade winner, pictured on the 
right). 

 
 
 

Career Week returns to Esparto Elementary School 

 
 Esparto Elementary School will hold its 3rd annual Career Week 
during the week of March 19-23. We are seeking parents, family, 
and community members interested in speaking to classes about 
their educational path and career. In past years we have had every-
thing from farmers, nurses, and military members to a professional 
wrestler. This year we will end the week with Kyle Crabtree, UC 
Davis Chemistry professor, doing his Chemistry Demonstration on 
Friday, March 23. If you are interested in speaking during Career 
Week, please contact Principal Erika St. Andre at (530) 787-3417 or 
estandre@espartok12.org.  

EMS Students Take a Glimpse of the Future with Career Day 
 
 Throughout of the year students have been learning about careers in law, 
journalism, agriculture, robotics, and more in their elective classes. On Career 
Day 2018 students were able to explore further by meeting and talking with pro-
fessionals from a variety of career pathways. 
 The special day kicked off with the keynote speaker, Kevin Norman, the 
Vice President of EdgeMakers. Students’ eyes were opened to new jobs that did 
not even exist a few years ago, and to a few classics that are projected to be 
among the most needed in a few years. Our students may grow up to be anything 
between App Developers to Carpenters. Students started their day imagining 
their future! 
 As the event progressed, students visited with professionals in health care, 
law enforcement, education, information technology, performing arts, and busi-
ness. Students asked great questions and had a wonderful time learning from 
local experts. 
 

We would like to thank all of the volunteers! 
Martha Holzapfel, Deputy District Attorney,  
Luke Brooks, EUSD Computer Technician 
Monica Peña-Villegas, EAOP Regional Assistant Director   
Donna Flor, Mondavi Center 
Ruth Rosenberg, Mondavi Center 
Adrian Galindo, Mondavi Center 
Keven Norman, Vice President of EdgeMakers 
Dr. George Pennebaker, Pharmacist 
Annie Tat, UC Davis Transplant Nurse 
Brittanie Hedrick, Nuclear Medicine Technician 
Jordan Abbott, Yolo County Sheriff Deputy   
Esparto High School Culinary Arts and Digital Media Students 

Pictured above are: Deputy District Attorney Martha Holzapfel; Dr. George Pennebaker,  
Pharmacist; and Keven Norman, of EdgeMakers 
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Esparto High School News 
Jennifer Wiese, Principal

 

 

 

                    
Enroll Now 

Jessica Uribe        SunRISE PreSchool 
Director         Children ages 3-5   
Jessica@Riseinc.org     Open Monday - Friday 
(530) 507-3110       Full Day 7:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.  
           Half Day 7:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

 

Donkey Basketball 
Wednesday March 15  

 Esparto High School FFA 
members will once again bat-
tle another chapter of Donkey 
Basketball. The game will be 
at 7:00 p.m. with doors open-
ing at 6:15 p.m. Pre-sale tick-
ets can be purchased from 
FFA members or in the High 
School Office. Ticket prices 
will go up at the door so make 
sure you purchase yours in 
advance. Advance Ticket 
Prices: Adults $8, Students  
(7-12) $6, and children  
(K-6) are $4. If you would 
like to be a sponsor for don-
key basketball and have your 
name on the annual shirt, 
please contact Mrs. Charter at  
acharter@espartok12.org.   
 Submitted by Amber Charter,  
 FFA Teacher/Advisor 

 Pictured below: SunRISE Preschool children will  
enjoy a beautiful new boot rack for their muddy boots 
(seen in the foreground). Made and donated by Ralph 
Bettencourt. 

 Spring sports have started! We are glad to welcome back all of our 
coaches for the 2018 season: Coach Murphy for Golf, Coach Arevalos 
for Baseball and Coach Gracia for Softball. Go Spartans!  
 March is a busy month as we get closer to scholarship deadlines, and 
statewide testing, host FFA Sweetheart Week, Donkey Basketball, and 
Yolo County Fair planning begins. The Lions Exchange Day sends our 
students to visit local high schools, and we host students from local high 
schools. Our CTE classes have many field experiences planned as well; 
Culinary will work with Lake County College in the Aromas Café; our 
Floral classes will go to Ag Day at the Capital; and RTB is working with 
Monsanto and Full Belly Farms. Thanks to teachers and our community 
partners for providing these experiences for students. 
 Yearbooks are still on sale at Jostens.com. Seniors can purchase a 
cap and gown in the front office and at premiergradproducts.com. 
  
March 6:    Lions Club Exchange Day 
March 12-15: FFA Sweetheart Week 
March 14:   Minimum Day 
March 15:  Donkey Basketball vs. Winters 
March 19:  WCC Placement exam hosted at EHS 
March 20:  Ag Day at the Capitol 
March 23:  End of 3rd Quarter 
March 23:  Deadline to pay for AP exams 
March 23:  Minimum Day (EHS only) 
March 28:  FFA Easter Egg Hunt 
March 29:  Minimum Day 
March 30-April 8: Spring Break- NO SCHOOL 

Family Movie Night:  March 22, 2018  
Time: 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.   

 Join R.I.S.E. Inc. and the Esparto Regional Library 
for a family friendly movie night. Snacks and fun for 
all.  The movie will be held at the library. Call the 
Esparto Regional Library for the movie title.  
(787-3426) 

RISE A.S.P. Community  
Game Night 

 
Come join the fun during the  
RISE After School Programs  

Community Game Night 
 

Friday, March 9 at 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
Esparto Elementary School Cafeteria 

 
Cost: FREE! 

 
Snacks and Beverages will be provided 

We will be playing 6 different games for 
the chance to win prizes donated by  

The Road Trip,  
ACE Hardware of Esparto,  

and  
Fitness Forever. 
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Need Help? 
St. Vincent de Paul  

    is available to help     
 those in need.          
 For more information,   

         call (530) 312-8967 

Welcome to  
St. Martin De Porres 

 Catholic Mission Church 
 25633 W. Grafton Street – Esparto, CA 

                  
Holy Eucharist 

Saturday  7:00 p.m.  Spanish 
Sunday    8:30 a.m.  English 

  

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 6:30 p.m. 

 

 
We welcome visitors to our community.   

 

If you are Catholic, but have not been to church late-
ly, come by and see what your Church is like today. 

 

Rev. Perlito De La Cruz, Pastor 
 (530)795-2230  

stanthonystmartin@stanthonystmartin.org 
 

March 17:  
St. Patrick’s Day 

“The wearing of the 
green” 

 

 

 

 

Passover falls on  
March 30 

Easter falls on April 1  
this year 
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Fred and Alice Manas, Owners          
25838 County Road 21A 

 Esparto California 95627 
   (530) 787-3228 
    Fax: 787-1878 

  fjmanas@sbcglobal.net 
 

“THE BEST PEACHES IN THE WEST” 

Manas Ranch 

Come Join 

 

 
BBQ Burgers on Thursdays! 

Time: 11:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.  
Includes: 

Burger, chips & a drink for $5.50 
 

We are now serving  
Breakfast Burritos  

7:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. 
 

 
26797 St. Hwy 16, Esparto, CA 95627 (530) 787-1740 

 

VALLEY VOICE AD RATES 
CLASSIFIED ADS 

Up to 25 WORDS FOR $10 a month 
Business-card size: $25 per month 

1/4 page:  $50 per month 
1/2 page:  $100 per month 

Full page:  $200 
For more information, and yearly discounts,  

Community Improv Theater  
  
 Come take part in community improv theater at the Rumsey Hall on Saturday 
March 10 from 7:00-9:30 p.m. The Rumsey Hall is located at 14380 Manzanita 
St. in Rumsey. All skill levels and ages are welcome and the event is free. We will 
talk about the ideas behind improv and play improv theater games. Donations will 
be accepted to support the use of the hall. 
 Improv, short for improvisation, is a type of performance art in which the char-
acter, plot, dialogue and scene are created on the spot. Once the participants have 
the information for the scene, they ‘play’ together to create an interesting skit. 
Improv requires teamwork, patience, creativity, and the willingness to ‘go with the 
flow”.  
 Some of the basic rules of improv are that 1) everyone’s a genius, there are no 
bad ideas, 2) always say ‘yes, and’ while on stage, don’t deny the ideas of others 
on stage with you, 3) play and enjoy yourself, and 4) let yourself fail, learning 
improv isn’t easy.Contact Nina (530) 796-4084 with questions.   
            Submitted by Nina Andres 
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Pictured above: Enjoying a delicious meal at the Almond Queen Pageant at the 
Guinda Grange Hall…..and the smiling faces of the Queen Candidates. 
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2018 Library Survey  
by The Friends of the Esparto Regional Library (FERL) 

 
1. Circle free library programs that would interest you: Computer skills, Arts & Crafts, Chil-

dren’s, Science, History, English Conversation Skills, English as a Second Language, Medita-

tion, Welding, Woodshop/General Shop, Homework Tutors, Video-Conferencing, Other 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Circle days of the week that you would prefer to attend a free library program: 

MONDAY TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY     THURSDAY    FRIDAY     SATURDAY      

SUNDAY 

3. Circle the time of day that you would prefer to attend a free library program: 

MORNING (8:30 a.m.-12:00 noon)  AFTERNOON (1:00 p.m-4:00 p.m. PM)    

EVENING (5:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.) 

4. Circle your age group:     Youth   Teen   Adult   Senior 

5. Comments/ Suggestions: 

 

 

Please return this form to a Board Member or to the Esparto Library circulation desk by March 15th. 
All programs at the Esparto Library are free. To support the Friends of the Esparto Regional Library (FERL) donate to FERL 
through the Big Day of Giving online giving challenge on May 3rd (https://www.bigdayofgiving.org/
friendsoftheespartoregionallibrary), go to our website (www.ferl.org), or pick up a FERL donation envelope at the library 
circulation desk. 

2018 Encuesta para la Biblioteca  
por los Amigos de la Biblioteca de Esparto (FERL) 

 
1. Escoje los programas gratuitous que le interese: Habilidades de uso de Computadora,  Artes,  

Por Niños, Ciencia,  Historia, Practicar Conversaciónes en Ingles,  Idioma Ingles como Segunda 

Idioma,  Meditación, Soldar, Carpintería, Ayuda con Tarea, Videoconferencias,  

Oros:____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Escoje los dias que prefiere asistir a un programa gratuito en la biblioteca: LUNES  MARTES  

MIERCOLES  JUEVES  VIERNES     SABADO   DOMINGO 

3. Escoje las horas del día que prefiere asistir a un programa gratuito en la biblioteca: 

MANANA (8:30 a.m.-12:00 noon) TARDE (1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m.) NOCHE (5:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m.) 

4. Escoje el grupo de su edad:   Joven   Adolescente   Adulto    Señor 

5. Comentarios/Sugerencias: 

 

 Por favor entregue la hoja a un miembro de la FERL o al escritorio de la circulación de la biblioteca de Esparto antes del 
15 de Marzo. Todos los programas en la biblioteca son gratuitos. Para apoyar a los Amigos de la Biblioteca de Esparto 
(FERL), done por el internet en www.ferl.org o en la biblioteca (pide un sobre de FERL).   

March 20: Spring  

  Equinox 

SunRISE Preschool students in front of their  
Valentine’s Bulletin Board. 
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Health Care for the ENTIRE FAMILY 

  ESPARTO FAMILY PRACTICE is now   

 

 Your Primary Care Medical Home. 
For many years patients have been at the center of our health care system.  

We strive to provide care that is Patient-Centered Comprehensive,  
Coordinated and Accessible.   

Enrollment Assistance Covered California or Medi-Cal 
 Adult & Pediatric Health  Prenatal Care  WIC Referrals 
 Counseling services  Women’s Health  Health Education  

    For more information or to schedule an appointment, 

please call 530-787-3454 

17050 Grafton Street  

Esparto, CA  95627 

CLINIC HOURS - HORAS de CLINICA 
Monday 9-6  Tuesday 9-1  Wednesday 2-6 

Thursday - CLOSED  Friday 8-5 

CACHE CREEK REGIONAL PARK CAMPGROUND  
POSITIONS AVAILABLE  

 
 Yolo County Parks Division is seeking to fill two positions at the Cache 
Creek Regional Park Campground. RV site with full hookups provided.  
 
 Caretaker: Duties include light landscaping, grounds maintenance, 

and irrigation work; basic carpentry, plumbing, electrical, and painting 
tasks; cleaning and maintenance of restrooms and shower facility; light 
maintenance on generators and monitoring fuel levels on propane tanks; 
and other duties as required. A bi-weekly stipend is provided.  

 

 Park Host: Duties include visitor  service and interaction with 
campers on a daily basis; inspecting campsites after visitors leave; col-
lect visitor fees and sell firewood and shower tokens; regularly monitor 
the campground and report any dangerous conditions needing mainte-
nance or repair; and other duties as required. This is a volunteer posi-
tion—no stipend provided. A minimum six-month commitment is re-
quired, with opportunity to extend duration if mutually agreed upon.  

 

 Expected start date March 2018. Please contact Yolo County Parks Di-
vision for more information and to complete the application process. 

  

Phone: (530) 406-5038 Email: yolocountyparks@yolocounty.org  
Office: 120 W. Main Street, Suite D, Woodland, CA 95695  

         Submitted by Yolo County Parks Division 

2018 Seed and Plant Swap  
At the Guinda Grange 

 The 2018 Seed and Plant Start Swap will be a rare opportunity for Capay Val-
ley residents to give and receive seeds, plants starts, and knowledge around culti-
vation. A highlight of the event is obtaining seeds which are rare and/or adapted 
to the climate of the Capay Valley. This is a great chance to obtains seeds and 
plants for your garden. Grow for yourself or grow to share. Enhance the food sov-
ereignty of our community.  
 Light refreshments prepared with Capay Valley products will be provided.  
Where: Western Yolo Grange Hall in Guinda 
When: Saturday, March 10 from 10:45 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
Cost: Donations are accepted to offset refreshment expenses. 
Questions:  Contact Chr istian at (707) 738-1114         Submitted by Kim Kersten 

Pictured left:  
Dru Rivers as the  

“Raffle Mistress” at 
the Almond Queen 

Pageant. She is  
assisted by the 
Barsotti girls.  
Items raffled  
were donated  

by local sources. 
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    March Programs at the Esparto Regional Library 
 
 
 
  

 All are welcome to participate in the following special programs held during the 
month of March at Yolo County’s Esparto Regional Library, located at 17065 Yolo 
Avenue in Esparto: 
 

 March is Women’s History Month! Join us to honor women who have shaped 
America’s history and its future through their tireless commitment to ending discrimi-
nation against women and girls. Look for our display table with bookmarks and re-
sources. 
 March 3 through April 14: In-N-Out Burger’s “Cover to Cover” Reading Pro- 
gram. Children (ages 4-12) are eligible to participate in this fun reading challenge and 
receive a free In-N-Out coupon. For every 5 books a child reads, he/she will receive a 
“Cover to Cover” Achievement Award, qualifying the participant for a free hamburger 
or cheeseburger at any In-N-Out Burger restaurant.  Each participant may receive up to 
3 certificates. 
 March 8: Afternoon Movie, 3:00 p.m. Children and families are invited to view 
family friendly (G or PG) or teen appropriate (PG-13) movie. Contact the library for the 
title. 
 March 14: Free Computer Class, 10:30 a.m. Basic computer  class cover ing 
simple tech support, beginner terminology, library computer resources, and a Q&A 
session. Registration is required and will be limited to the first ten signups. To register 
call (530) 787-3426 or sign up at the library service desk. This class will be offered on 
the second Tuesday of each month. 
  March 20: Science Extravaganza, 3:30 p.m. Join Don O’Br ien for  interactive 
science experiments for children and a laser light show. 
  March 22: Family Movie Night, 6:00 p.m. Join us and R.I.S.E. Inc. for  a family 
friendly movie night. Snacks and fun for all. Contact the library for the title. 
       March 28: Adult Art Class with Julie, 10:30 a.m. Enjoy a relaxed ar t class fea- 
turing flower pot painting. No experience is necessary and beginners are always wel- 
come. 
 March 28: Virtual Reality (Teen Program), 3:30 p.m. Have a vir tual reality 
experience at the library: destroy robots and travel the world without spending a for-

tune!  
 March 29: Children’s Art Class with Julie, 3:30 p.m. Join us for  a hands-on 
class featuring branch wire and bead mobiles. No reservation required and all ages are 
welcome. 
The following ongoing programs continue in March:  
 English Conversation Group, Tuesdays at 1:15 p.m. Converse and improve 

your English in a fun and relaxed setting with the aid of a group facilitator. Drop-in 
visitors are always welcome.  

 Hora de Cuentos / Bilingual Spanish Story Time (Ages 0-5), Thursdays at 
10:30 a.m. Children (ages 0-5) and their parents or caregivers are invited to join 
us for stories, songs, movement, rhymes and finger-plays. All bilingual story times 
are provided through a grant from First 5 Yolo. 

 All programs are sponsored by the Friends of the Esparto Regional Library, are free 
to attend and, unless otherwise stated, no registration is required. For more information 
about events at the Esparto Regional Library, contact library staff at (530) 787-3426 or 
visit the Yolo County Library at www.yolocountylibrary.org (see calendar for Esparto 
Regional Library-specific events). Connect with Yolo County Library Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/yolocountylibrary.org.      Submitted by Malinda Baker and  Beth Gabor 

Youth Empowerment Summit “YES!”  
Gains Community Support and Attention 

 
 On Monday February 5, Jesse Salinas, the Yolo County Assessor/
Clerk-Recorder/Registrar of Voters, accepted a $1,500 donation on behalf 
of the Youth Empowerment Summit “YES!” from the noon Davis Rotary 
Club.  
 “YES!” is a collaboration between the Yolo County Election Office, 
City of Woodland Public Library’s Teen Advisory Board, Woodland 
League of Women Voters, Yolo County Office of Education, Early Aca-
demic Outreach Program at UC Davis and Woodland Community Col-
lege.  
 The summit will be held on Saturday, March 24 from 9:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. at Woodland Community College. The purpose of “YES!” is to 
empower and encourage youth to say “YES!” to leadership roles and civ-
ic engagement in their local communities. 
 Youth will learn to become leaders in their community in a non- 
partisan environment with a focus on civic engagement and voter partici-
pation as important aspects to becoming a community leader. 
 Empower youth to meet and talk to their elected officials about  
issues that are important to the community and youth. 
 Share with youth the aspects of understanding local issues and how 
decisions are made by the various local decision making bodies. 
 The goal is to make the summit an annual event and to register 100 
Yolo County youth from throughout the county for this first annual sum-
mit. “We hope to inspire future leaders, increase election participation of 
our youth and local civic engagement in a respectful and meaningful way 
to promote positive change.” said Jesse Salinas. The summit includes 
hands on experience for the youth in the democratic process and the abil-
ity to interface with local elected officials. 
 “YES!” is open to all 9th-12th grade students in Yolo County. The 
students can earn community service hours by attending, transportation 
assistance is available and lunch will be provided.  
 For more information on the event and to register please visit: 
www.yoloyouthsummit.com. If you would like to donate to this exciting 
event please visit: Donate to Yolo County or contact Katharine Campos 
or Rebecca Tryon at 530-666-8132. Connect with Yolo County ACE – 
Assessor/Clerk-Recorder/Elections on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram 
to stay informed on “YES!”, future events and live election night results 
    Submitted by Katherine Campos, Yolo County Program Manager 
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 Patrick Scribner                                           

Certified Public Accountant 
624 Court Street, Suite A      (530) 666-2727 
 Woodland, CA 95695    Fax: (530) 668-6822 
 
                                    email: pscpa@scribnerranch.com  

Area Food Distributions 
 RISE, Inc. manages several food distributions each month. Madison Commu-
nity Committee sponsors a Food Closet in Madison. Below is a summary of 
these opportunities. They are also announced in other places in this paper.  
 

 Food Bank Give-Away on the 4th Monday of each month at the RISE office from 
10:00 a.m.-12:00 noon. Volunteers are urgently needed to help with this distribution. 

 Food and Clothes Closet is open on Wednesdays from 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon, and on 
Fridays from 3:00-5:00 p.m. Call RISE office for more information: (530) 787-4110. 

 Madison Food Closet is open on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month from 5:30 - 
6:30 p.m.to Madison residents.     

 Free Produce Distribution       Distribucion De  
   Frutas y Verduras 
        Cuando: 1er y 3er Jueves del mes 

Donde: La Oficina de RISE  
17313 Fremont St., Esparto, CA  
Hora: 10:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
1 POR FAMILIA / TRAIGA BOLSA 
Familias en Esparto y  
Capay Valley son Bienvenidas! 

 
 
   

When: 1st and 3rd Thursday  
Where: RISE, Inc.  
17313 Fremont St., Esparto, CA  
Time: 10:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
1 PER HOUSEHOLD /  
BRING YOUR OWN BAG 

Any Family in Esparto or  
Capay Valley are Welcome! 
 
Submitted by RISE Staff 
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Serving Yolo &  
surrounding Counties 

for over 40 years!! 

 
We Sell 
Truck 
Parts 

530-662-3207 

 

         
 
 
        TRUCK & AUTO 
 

         FARM & RANCH 
          

         INDUSTRIAL 
   

         TRAILER 
              
        PARTS AND SUPPLIES       
       
 
 
 
 

    

   

“If we don’t have it, we’ll get it!” 

www.Quality-Supply.com 
 

  1225 E. Kentucky Ave.  
          Woodland, CA 95776 

TRAILER PARTS 

Esparto Citizens Advisory Committee (ECAC) 
 The Esparto Citizens Advisory Committee meeting on February 20  
welcomed two new members, elected new officers and discussed several sub-
jects. The new members are: Susan Cooper and Babs Beckwith. New leaders 
are: Chair John Hulsman, Vice-Chair George Pennebaker, and Secretary Cyn-
thia Havstad.  
 We received updates on the Esparto Park and Aquatic Center; the Ravine 
Sports Bar and Grill; the Gas Station proposal; the Off Highway Vehicle Park 
study and the Valley Clean Energy Program. 
 The committee (ECAC) is also starting work on updating the Esparto 
Community Plan. It was last updated in 2007. Many things have changed and 
the plan needs to be updated to reflect current conditions and views as we 
look to the future of the Esparto area.  
 All meetings of the committee are open. They are held in the Esparto Li-
brary at 7:00 p.m. on the third Tuesday of every month. (Next meeting is on 
March 20.)                  Submitted by George Pennebaker 

Participants at the  
Almond Queen Pageant 

on February17 at the 
Guinda Grange Hall  
enjoyed a great meal. 
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Reminder:  All articles, ads, and announcements and payments for this 
paper are due to the following email address by the 20th of each month for 

publication in the next month’s Valley Voice.  
Send to ValleyVoice@RISEinc.org  (new email address). 

Payments for ads are due by the 20th of each month. 

 

The Valley Voice has a new email address:  
ValleyVoice@RISEinc.org 

If there are any changes to the programs, meetings, ads, etc. ,  
please let us know. 

VALLEY SENIORS PROGRAM AT RISE 
Schedule for  March 2018 

SPONSORED BY THE YOCHA DE HE COMMUNITY  FUND 
 

 If you are a senior citizen interested in having fun, learning and socializ-
ing, please join us at the RISE Office, 17317 Fremont Street in Esparto.  

JOIN US ON TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS, FROM  9:00 a.m.—NOON  
For Guest Speakers, Movies, Arts & Crafts, Games, Day Trips, Health and  

Exercise Classes. We also serve Lunch. 
March 1:  Make a Spring Craft and Baking Contest 
    Hacer un Arte de Primavera y Concurso de Horneado 
March 6:   Exercise Class (Learn to Line Dance) & Games 
    Aprende un Nuevo Baile (Danza de la Línea) y Juegos 
March 8:   Game Day, Learn a New Game 
     Día de Juegos y Aprender un Nuevo Juego 
March 13: Exercise Class (Line Dance) & Games 
                   Danza de la Línea Y Juegos  
March 15: Field Trip TBA/Paseo                             
March 20: Exercise Class (Line Dance) & Games 
                   Danza de la Linea y Juegos 
March 22: Capay Valley Chorus to Perform 
                   El Coro del Valle de Capay 
March 27:  Exercise Class (Line Dance and Games)                                                                                                                                                         
       Danza de la Línea y Juegos 
March 29:   Potluck, Birthdays & Bingo 
       Intercambio de Comida, Celebracion de Cumpleanos y Bingo 

 
FOR QUESTIONS & UPDATES, PLEASE CALL RISE Inc.  
@ 530-787-4110.  SI TIENE PREGUNTAS O PARA ACTUALIZA-

CIONES POR FAVOR LLAME A RISE 
          Submitted by the RISE Staff 

Country Villa Seniors 
Schedule for March 2018 

 

March 7:   Small scale Vegetable Gardening/Lunch at Road Trip 
March 11: Pictionary / Lunch at Road Trip 

Meetings are held at Country Villa Mobile Estates Club House  
at  9:30 a.m.  

             Submitted by James Schulte 

Hail Now-Rain to Come? 

 Finally, precipitation in February — but hail? Every month this season 
has had below average rainfall, and the seasonal total of 6.25” is more than 
10” below the average total through February.  
 December and February, two of our three wettest months, have been ex-
treme. Only once has there been no rain in December, back in 1989, and 
the .01” this season is easily the next lowest total. Only once has there been 
no rain in February, back in 1999, and the .08” this season joins only three 
other Februarys to have so little rainfall.  
 Average rainfall for the rest of the season is about 5.5” so unless it turns 
into a very soggy spring, we are looking at a twelve-inch year. (The record 
for March is over 12 inches.)               Submitted by Harmon Taber 

Reasonable prices, Residential & Commercial 
Experience, Dependable, Honest 

Clean House Services 
 
 
(530) 665-0287 
(530) 681-9880      
            
Call: Maria Cervantes 
cervantesdayane@yahoo.com                  
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Community Calendar 

For March 2018 
 

March 3-April 14: Cover to Cover Reading Program at Library 
March 8: Afternoon Movie at Library at 3:00 p.m. 
March 9: Community Game Night at Elementary Cafeteria at 6:00 p.m. 
March 10: Seed and Plant Start Swap at Guinda Grange Hall at 10:45 a.m. 
March 10: Community Improv Theater at Rumsey Hall at 7:00 p.m. 
March 11: Daylight Saving Time Begins 
March 14: Free Computer Class at Library at 10:30 a.m. 
March 15: Donkey Basketball at Esparto High School at 7:00 p.m. 
March 17: St. Patrick’s Day 
March 19-23: Esparto Elementary Career Week 
March 20: First Day of Spring (Spring Equinox) 
March 20: Science Extravaganza at Library at 3:30 p.m. 
March 20: ECAC Meeting at the Library at 7:00 p.m. 
March 22: Family Movie Night at the Library at 6:00 p.m. 
March 28: Adult Art Class with Julie at Library at 10:30 a.m. 
March 28: Virtual Reality at Library at 3:30 p.m. (for teens) 
March 29: Children’s Art Class with Julie at Library at 3:30 p.m. 
March 30: Passover Begins 
March 30-April 8: Spring Holidays for Esparto Schools 

Any child is welcome to submit a puzzle, a story, a problem to solve, etc. 
for this section of the Valley Voice paper. Due by the 20th of each month. 

Topo Map Adventure 
By students of the Capay Atelier 

Directions: 
Use the map to follow along with the story below.  Draw the events of the 
story onto the map! Use the map to make up your own adventure. 
The Story:  
 9 kids left their house one morning, walking South East until they got to a 
bridge.  On the other side of the bridge, they found an island with tasty coconuts 
on it. After crossing another bridge, they continued going South East until they 
saw a big Black Bear. He seemed like a nice bear, so they petted him. Then the 9 
kids climbed onto the bear and rode it North for 8 miles. The bear had smelled 
deer to the north. One of the kids almost fell off the bear because a big branch 
distracted him so much that he lost his balance. Once they got to the deer, they 
jumped on them.  
 Most of the kids jumped onto the male deer because it was the biggest, while 
the others jumped onto the other deer. The deer had been heading South West 
towards the creek, but the hill was really steep. They ran down the steep slope 
and the female deer slipped and almost drowned because they were going too 
fast. The children decided to get off the deer and start walking towards the West. 
2 seconds later, they saw lions chasing them and all 9 kids screamed and ran as 
fast as they could. They saw a waterfall so they ran and hid behind it. They knew 
they would be safe because lions don’t like to get their manes wet. They snuck 
out the other side where the lion couldn’t see them and saw an old truck that 
looked like it still worked. They climbed inside and sure enough, it turned on!  
 Magic raspberries were growing into the truck that made the kids grow as big 
as their teacher, so at least they could reach the gas pedal. They were terrible 
drivers though. They bumped and bashed Southwards until they got to the creek. 
To get across they had to build a road. It only took 5 minutes! But they had to let 
the cement dry for two hours. While they waited, they played infiniti tag. After 
the cement dried, they drove across the road and kept heading South.  The road 
got steep so they turned on the four wheel drive. After 3 more miles, they found a 
cave. 
 Inside the cave, one of the kids had creepy spiders crawling on her and they 
started to bite her.  She screamed really loud and the rest of the group came to 
save her. Then, out of the cave entrance, they saw an apple tree. Every kid picked 
one apple and they tasted really good. It was getting late and they wanted to get 
back to the house, so they headed East. When they were going back, they saw a 
mountain lion. It wasn’t running away. They kept walking towards it and it 
walked a few steps towards them. It seemed like a friendly mountain lion so they 
climbed onto its back. And sure enough, it carried them the rest of the way home.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR  

AA: Countryside Community Church, located at 26479 Grafton St. on Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. Call 1-800-970-9040 for more information. 

Spanish AA:  Alcohólicos Anónimos: Detrás de El Toro. Los lunes, miércoles, y viernes a las 7:00-9:00 p.m. 

Al-Anon:   Countryside Community Church on Wednesday from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Calvary Baptist Church: meets at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday at 17050 Omega Street in Espar to.  

Capay Valley Christian Fellowship: 11:00 a.m. adult Sunday school; 11:45 a.m. social; 12:10-1:10 worship and children’s Sunday school at the Guinda Community Church 

Capay Valley Fire Commission Meeting:  meets the 2nd Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the Guinda Fire Station. 

Capay Valley Garden Club 4th Wednesdays, 6:00 p.m., location var ies, see Facebook page for  more information. 

Capay Valley General Plan Advisory Committee:  meets every 1st Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. at the Grange Hall in Guinda.  Open to all. 

Capay Valley Science Club, 4th Mondays, 6:00 p.m., location var ies. 

Capay Valley Vision Board: meets on the third Wednesday of every month at the CVV office at 6:30 p.m. (Meetings are OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.) 

Cottonwood Cemetery District: will meet Wednesday, March 14 at 9:00 a.m. in Rm. #204 at the Woodland Administration Bldg. at 625 Cour t Street in Woodland  

Countryside Community Church: Sundays at 10:00 a.m. Worship Service and Sunday School. 

Esparto Ag Boosters: meets on the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 6:00 p.m. in the Ag Depar tment at the high school. 

Esparto Citizens Advisory Committee Planning Council:  meets 3rd Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. at the Espar to Regional Library. 

Esparto Community Services District: meets on the 2ndWednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 

Esparto Family Practice: open: Monday, Tuesday, and Fr iday from 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., Wednesday 2:00-6:00 p.m. and Thursday from 1:00-6:00 p.m..  

Esparto High School Ag Boosters meets on the third Wednesday of each month at 6:00 p.m. in the Ag Classroom at the high school. 

Esparto Lions Club Meeting:  meets on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays at the VFW hall 7:00 p.m.  

Esparto Regional Chamber of Commerce: meets every month on the 4th Thursday at the Chamber  Office at 16858 Yolo Avenue. (787-3242) 

Esparto Unified School Board Meeting: meets on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. at Alice Marsh Hall. 

Food and Clothes Closet: open on Wednesdays 9:00-12:00 p.m. and Fridays 3:00-5:00 p.m. at Countryside Community Church. Contact RISE Inc. at 787-4110 for information. 

Friends of Esparto Regional Library Board of Directors’ Meeting:  meets on the 2nd Thursday at 5:00 p.m. at the Library. 

Legal Services in Esparto: free services offered on the 1st Thursdays of every other  month at the RISE office from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Call 787-4110 for appointment. 

Guinda Community Church: Sunday Service at 9:00 a.m. 

Madison Advisory Committee: 4th Thursday at 6:00 p.m. at the Madison Community Services Distr ict. No meetings in May, November  or  December . 

Madison Community Committee: 3rd Thursday at 8:30 a.m. at the Madison Community Services Distr ict. 

Madison Fire Commissioners Meeting: 7:00 p.m. on the 2nd Monday of each month at the Madison Fire Department at 17880 Stephens Street.  

Madison Food Closet: open the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. at the Madison Community Services Distr ict Building 

Madison  Service District Meeting: 2nd Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. in the Distr ict office at 28963 Main Street in Madison. 

New Life Christian Center in Madison: Sunday Service at 11:00 a.m. with Jr . Church for  ages 5-12. Home Bible Studies on Wednesday. 

On Fire Fellowship of Esparto: Sunday service at 9:00 a.m. Bible Study: Wed. at 6:30 p.m. Youth Group: Fr i. at 6:30 p.m.; Ladies: 1st/3rd Tues. at 6:30 p.m. 

Play School Experience:  held from 8:30-10:00 am on Thursdays and Fridays at the On Fire Fellowship Church. 

RISE Collaborative Meeting: meets the 3rd Fr iday at 9:00 a.m. at the RISE office (except August and December ). 

Rumsey Improvement Association: Potluck dinner  and meeting on the 1st Monday. 6:00 p.m. social; 6:30 p.m. dinner ; 7:10 p.m. meeting at the Rumsey Hall 

St. Martin’s Catholic Mission Church: English Mass: 8:30 a.m. on Sundays; Spanish Mass: 7:00 p.m. on Saturdays at St. Mar tin’s Catholic Mission, 25633 W. Grafton St.  

Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW): Western Yolo Post 7143, meets 2nd Monday each month, at Post Home, Or leans St. and Highway 16. 

Western Yolo Grange: meets on the 3rd Tuesday at 6:00: social, and 6:30 p.m.: potluck dinner  and meeting at the Grange Hall at 16787 For rest Ave. in Guinda. 

4-H:  meets at 6:30 p.m. on the 2nd Monday of each month at the Community Center  in Espar to. 


