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Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation Elects New Treasurer, Tribal Council Member
New Tribal Leaders Will Draw on Decades of Experience  

 

BROOKS, Calif. – The Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation announced 
that Tribal Council Member at Large Mia Durham has been 
elected Tribal Treasurer and Yvonne Perkins has been elected 
Tribal Council Member at Large. Each woman brings to her new 
role more than a decade of experience serving the Tribe in 
various leadership positions.
 Councilwoman Durham previously served four terms as 
a Tribal Council Member at Large before her election to Tribal 
Treasurer. She has also served in leadership roles on several of 
the various committees and bodies that guide tribal activities and 
enterprises. Since 2006, Councilwoman Perkins has served in a 
leadership role on a number of tribal oversight committees as 
well and she’s served on the Cache Creek Casino Board of 
Directors for more than a decade. 
The two women will join the following Tribal Council Members 
in guiding the Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation:
 • Anthony Roberts – Tribal Chairman. Serving his eighth  
 term on Council, second term as Chairman.
 • James Kinter – Tribal Secretary. Serving his fifth term  
 on Council, fourth as Secretary.
 • Diamond Lomeli – Council Member at Large.   
 Serving her second term on Council.

Under the Tribe’s constitution, Tribal Council is chosen through 
open nominations and a popular vote by adult citizens of the 
Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation. Council Members are elected to 
serve for a term of three years.  

“We are honored to be able to put our years of experience to 
work on creating a bright future for our family, this Tribe,” said 
the Yocha Dehe Tribal Council. “It’s a pleasure to work with 
such a dedicated group of tribal leaders.”
 The Yocha Dehe Tribal Council is the governing body of 
the Tribe. It oversees all areas of the tribal government and its 
businesses, evaluating and making final decisions on the recom-
mendations of all of the Tribe’s departments, committees, and 
commissions.
Among them are:
 • Governmental operations including education, health  
 and wellness, fire and
 emergency services, gaming regulation, and cultural  
 resource programs;
 • The Yocha Dehe Community Fund, the Tribe’s philan- 
 thropic branch, which, since 2000, has distributed more  
 than $32 million in grants and sponsorships to nearly  
 390 organizations; and
 • Tribal business interests and investments, including  
 Cache Creek Casino Resort and Séka Hills olive oil,  
 wine, and growing brand of premium agricultural 
 products and tasting rooms.

Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation is an independent, self-governed nation that supports our 
people and the Capay Valley, CA community by strengthening our culture, stewarding 

our land and creating economic independence for future generations.

Submitted from the Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation News Release
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VALLEY VOICE AD RATES 
CLASSIFIED ADS 

25 WORDS FOR $10
 DISPLAY ADS 

Business-card size: $25 per month 
1/4 page:  $50 per month 

1/2 page:  $100 per month 
Full page:  $200 per month 

      For more information, and yearly discounts email
                   ValleyVoice@riseinc.org 

 

Valley Voice Subscription Form 
 Let all your friends and relatives know that for just $25 per year we will mail 
them each month’s edition! This is a perfect way to keep up to date with all  
the Capay Valley news and events.  Complete the order below. 
Name:  ________________________________________ 
Mailing Address:   _______________________________ 
City, State: _____________________________________ 
Phone Number:__________________________________ 
Please Select: 

 One Year: $25.00  (12 editions)    Two Years: $50.00  (24 editions) 
Please make checks out to RISE Inc. Mail to: RISE Inc. at P.O. Box  545, Esparto, 
CA 95627 or drop off at the office at 57317 Fremont Street in Esparto. 
You may also sign up for the RISE e-newsletter on the RISE, Inc. website at 
www.riseinc.org. When you enter your e-mail address under the Get E-mail Updates,  you 
will receive our e-newsletter with links to the Valley Voice so you can read it online. 

The Valley Voice 
P.O. Box 133 

Esparto, CA  95627 
 For article inquires, send an e-mail message to Monique Preciado, Editor, at  
ValleyVoice@riseinc.org For  billing inquir ies or  ad r ates, call (530) 787-4110. All 
articles are due on/before the 20th of each month. Ads must be paid in advance 
and accounts must be paid up to date by the 20th of each month. We reserve the right 
to edit articles at our discretion, due to space limitations and other criteria. Articles 
published do not necessarily express the views of the Valley Voice editor. The Valley 
Voice is published monthly in partnership with Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation, 
RISE, Inc., & Esparto Unified School District.  

 
 
 

 

 

RISE Mental Health Clinician receives Employee of the 
Year by

 Waggoner Elementary

We are very excited that Christine was selected for 
this award, great job Christine! - Patty Jaime Mental 
Health Director, RISE, Inc.

“The recipient has been at Waggoner only since last 
year, but her impact has been incredible since her 
arrival. If you were to come to Waggoner, you might 
find her conversing with a child at a picnic table, 
listening intently to ensure the child feels heard. You 
might see her at the gate at drop off; greeting students 
making sure everyone feels welcome in the morning. 
When not out and about with students, you can find 

her in her office on the phone or on zoom, connecting with families and students to 
provide support in navigating life in general. In addition to supporting students and 
families, this recipient also provides support and kindness to every staff member 
every day, whether through weekly emails with strategies for helping staff to be their 
best personally and professionally - her mental health moments always seem to say 
just the things that is needed by all. She provides practical strategies too, like hosting 
meditation zooms, or by providing adult coping skill bags with everything from 
calming tea to bubble wrap to help us let off steam. She is also an important member 
of our Waggoner SST team. We love that her door is always open for anyone who 
may need to talk. This person helps Waggoner to be a happy and healthy place for 
kids and adults - and in this pandemic, she has not only helped us to survive - she 
has helped us to thrive! Please join me in honoring Waggoner’s 2020-2021 Certifi-
cated Employee of the Year, Christine Carlisle!” - Jennifer Kloczko, Waggoner 
Elementary Principal 

Submitted by Patty Jaime, Mental Health Director 

George Story
On April 19th, 2021 the Esparto Community and Capay Valley region has lost a 
true pioneer and legacy for the advancement of student achievement for all 
Esparto High School students, however his commitment and financial support to 
Esparto High School will live on in perpetuity.
George Story was born on December 10, 1928 and grew up in Esparto, CA where 
he attended elementary and high school, serving as vice president of his senior 
class. While in high school, he received the Bausch & Lomb Honorary Science 
Award for his academic achievements in math and science courses. He also 
attended the Esparto Community Church where he met his future wife Isabel M, 
Durst of Capay CA. After high school, he attended the University of Nevada in 
Reno, NV where he received a BSEE (electronics option) degree along with a 
commission as a 2nd Lt. in the USAF. His father was a rural mail carrier in 
Esparto for 42 years and his father also owned and operated a bus for the Esparto 
High School for 25 years. His grandfather and great-grandfather walked to 
California from Missouri in 1849 and setup and successfully operated a sawmill 
near Volcano, CA.

Continued on page 14
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Esparto FFA 

This month the Esparto FFA held their Annual End of the Year Awards Banquet. Over thirty students were awarded with awards for cate-
gories including Opening and Closing, Job Interview, Agribusiness Projects, Four Years of Service, and Star Farmer. We are so proud of all 

of the award recipients, and we are super excited to see what the future holds for our chapter and its members. The Esparto FFA would 
also like to give a big shout out to the Senior Class of 2023 they have made it through a very tough year, and we are more than proud to 

see them continue to flourish on campus and in the community. The images on this page include chapter members and officers. On top of 
the Senior Class we would like to also recognize Taylor Dovel who received the Outstanding Freshman Award, Dennis Stenholm for 

Outstanding Sophomore, Vanessa Anaya for Outstanding Junior, Harlee Grant for Outstanding Senior, and Jose Trejo for The Star Farmer. 
Again, we are so proud of all of our award recipients, and of the members and families that came and supported our chapter.
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    Christina (Christy) Goennier
   Esparto Unified School District
     Superintendent

Reflections

As we look back and reflect upon the 2020-21 school  year there 
are so many things we can learn from this past year.

The first thing is to not take education for granted. The end of 
the 2020 school year and almost 3/4 of the 2021 school year our 
students were not able to attend school in person. Although, 
everyone tried valiantly  to provide and partake of learning 
through a distance learning environment it proved to be very 
challenging for many. However, some discovered distance 
learning may be a better way for them to learn.

Another lesson is how important routines are for our mental 
health. What many of us thought would only be an event that 
would affect us for two weeks, we soon discovered it would last 
over a year. During this time, it became more evident that many 
of us who didn’t have a defined routine suffered from anxiety, 
depression and many other emotions. Routines are paramount 
for many of us to feel socially and emotionally safe.

Finally, understanding the value of being able to have human 
contact. Although, we were able to video chat more than ever 
before, there was a new challenge of not being able to hug, 
shake and hand or visit many of our friends and loved ones in 
person. For many, this can also contribute to their social and 
emotional well being. 

However, each and everyone of us have persevered and become 
even stronger because of this pandemic. Make sure you take 
time this summer to reflect on what lessons you have learned 
and celebrate the areas  you shined and those that made you 
grow and persevere. We look forward to seeing everyone back 
in person for school on August 11, 2021.

Have a great and safe summer. 

Esparto Elementary News

Summer Learning in Esparto
By Kate Diezel

 Summer is just around the corner! This summer, Esparto 
Unified School District has the wonderful opportunity to expand 
our summer school program. Typically, the district is able to 
provide summer school to our local migrant families. This year the 
program will broaden to include any students interested in attend-
ing. The purpose of this expansion is to help reduce the learning 
loss incurred b y distance learning. In order to accommodate all 
grade levels and best meet the needs of our students, the district 
will be collaborating with RISE.
 RISE leaders will be working closely with the district in 
order to provide quality academic instructions. RISE will assist in 
providing instructions for our 3 -8th grade students during the first 
summer school session. Our partnership with RISE will aid in 
fostering a fun and social summer school experience for our 
students.
 In addition to working with RISE, the district has also 
hired a fantastic team of local high school students to assist with 
supervision and leading small group classes. One of these high 
school students is a talented aspiring artist and will be leading art 
sessions with our elementary students.
 W are also excited to announce that we will be able to 
include field trips to iFly in Sacramento! iFly is an indoor skydiv-
ing company that incorporates lessons about gravity and force into 
experience. Students will have the opportunity to go “skydiving” 
two times in the wind tunnel and then participate in a hands-on 
STEM course. This is a wonderful opportunity for our students to 
engage in STEM with a real-world application.
 We are excited to help students get back on track, boost 
academic confidence, and provide engaging and fun activities! It is 
our hope to increase student enthusiasm about learning and 
prepare students for a strong start in the fall!
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A True Showcase of Hard Work the Esparto Farm Stop

Written by: Ariel Adler, The Farm Stop Board President and owner of
 Experience Dragonfly Ranch, Esparto CA

THE FARM STOP was born out of a need to help bring life to the food 
desert in Western Yolo County and to address the food insecurity of 
our community members and neighbors. We provide a road stand 
market for the local small farms and organize two complete Holiday 
Meal Giveaways each year serving more than 500 families.

In many conversations, it has been said the people of the Capay Valley 
know the meaning of hard work. The Capay Valley is a small yet mighty 
thriving agricultural community. We are nestled in the bucolic hills of the 
Hwy 505 corridor, out Hwy 16, resting up against the east side of the Blue 
Ridge Mountains and making up the backside of Lake Berryessa. This 
predominantly rural area has a tightly knit farm community. The Capay 
Valley harvests some of the finest organic produce and is a significant 
player in the nut and olive industries, and let’s not forget to mention the 
vineyards here. I have noticed over time living and working in the this 
community; it isn’t so much the hard work that makes us unique, but it’s 
the connectivity that we then gain from it that truly sets us apart- as a 
caring, interwoven, and fortified community.

So how do you showcase the bounty of all this hard work? Through an 
all-volunteer Board made up of local businesses, farms, stakeholders, and 
community sponsors, we embarked on creating a managed project with the 
support of New Season Development Corporation called, The Farm Stop. 
The Farm Stop is a non-profit farmers’ road stand and market that aims to 
bring people together to celebrate the abundance found in the alluring 
Capay Valley. We are dedicated to our community, the ideals of together-
ness, giving back, and having access to locally produced food and products.

In any crisis, there are always solutions in a farming community. As we will 
continue to emerge from the pandemic and pivot to how we source our 
essential needs, The Farm Stop is ready to start its second season as an 
open-air road stand. When joining forces in our Valley, we showcase our 
strengths through food, music, and fun. The Farm Stop creates an element 
in our community that highlights the successes of our local growers and 
curators. Please come, shop with us, and meet our local Capay Valley 
products and artisan produce vendors. Every Friday from April 30th - 
October 1st from 4 pm - 7 pm, on the corner of Yolo Ave and Hwy 16 off of 
the Main Street in Esparto. Just look for the green and white tent. For more 
information, visit thefarmstop.com.

Esparto Regional Chamber of Commerce Presents
Hog Canyon as our Business Spotlight

Hello Esparto,

My name is Tracy Pryor and I’m the proud owner of Hog 
Canyon in Esparto. Here at Hog Canyon, we take pride in 
making our customers HAPPY, and our diverse, locally 
sourced, menu of burgers, pizza, & more aims to please. We 
feel our daily local regulars appreciate the atmosphere we’ve 
created, and along with my husband Mike, we’d really like to 
thank everyone for all their continued support these past three 
years. It’s a place where everyone knows your name. We utilize 
the abundance of regionally grown products to create a 
farm-to-fork freshness that’s unparalleled. Whether you’re 
enjoying one of our amazing burgers or Pizza, local ingredients 
are on the table. And as the seasons change, so does the menu, 
ensuring a true taste of local Capay Valley flavor. Here at Hog 
Canyon we support schools by hosting in-restaurant fundrais-
ers, making for a fun night, as well weekend car washes to help 
fund Senior Trips! It always feels like a party is happening at 
Hog Canyon with fresh food on the menu and the energetic 
atmosphere in the air. Bring your family & friends and enjoy 
tasty eats and drinks! We could have never gotten this far 
without the help of our incredible staff. For always going above 
& beyond!

Harlee   Mya    Kaylee   Ivy
Mejo   Colby     Ashlyn   Jade

   Kate  Jocelynn   Kiana     Susan
See you soon!

- Esparto Regional Chamber of Commerce (ERCC)
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Fred and Alice Manas, Owners          
25838 County Road 21A 

 Esparto California 95627 
   (530) 787-3228 
    Fax: 787-1878 

  fjmanas@sbcglobal.net 
“THE BEST PEACHES IN THE WEST” 

Manas Ranch 

 Come Join 

    

 

 

   
 

                 
      

     
 

      26797 St. Hwy 16, Esparto, CA 95627     
 (530) 787-1740

 

Burger Thursday Hours:
10:00am - 1:30pm

Single Cheese Burger Meal (chips & beverage included)
$9.00

Double Cheese Burger Meal (chips & beverage included)
$10.50
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      Need Help? 
     St. Vincent de Paul 
  is available to help     
   those in need.          
  For more information call (530) 312-8967 

Welcome to  
St. Martin De Porres 

 Catholic Mission Church 
 25633 W. Grafton Street – Esparto, CA 95627 

 
Join us in our celebrations of the Holy Mass 

Mass Schedule 
                 Saturday 7:00 p.m. Spanish 

 Sunday 8:30 a.m. English 
Wednesday 6:00 p.m. Bilingual 

 

 Confession 
Sunday 8:00 a.m.—8:20 a.m. 

 

Come to me, all you who labor and are 
burdened, and I will give you rest.  

 (Matthew 11:28) 
 

 Parish Office 
51 Main Street, Winters, CA. 95694 

(530)795-2230  

 
 

 

 
  

 



Madison Community Food Closet Distribution

The Madison Community Committee Food Closet new distribu-
tion dates are the second and fourth Monday of each month from 

4:00 pm to 5:00 pm.
(Submitted by Rachel de la Cruz) 
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FERL (Friends of the Esparto Regional Library)
Big Day of Giving

Thank you, Community so much for supporting our Library. It 
has been a difficult time this past year with COVID related 
issues. There have been many changes in the library  painting, 
relocation of areas, parking lot etc. We all hope that the library 
can open soon to better serve our community. Of course you are 
automatic members of our FERL group for donating and will be 
invited to our annual meeting. Our goal was $3,000.00 and the 
total was just in excess of $3,600.00.

It is sad news to inform you that Virgina Toby our main captain 
of Big Day of Giving has passed recently and will be missed 
greatly. The Friends (FERL) donated a bench in her honor that 
will be placed at County Villa Mobile Estates where she lived for 
many years.

Thanks so much to Hog Canyon for donating space on May 6th 
for the third year in a row for us to collect donations.

Board members really came through big time: donating countless 
hour’s e-mails, posters, staffing day of May 6th.

- Jim Shulte FERL Board, Erin Symons - President. 

Introducing Donald Lett

Hello my name is Donald Lett. I am an Actor. I love what I do as 
an artist. I’ve done theater and television as well as film. I recently 
moved from Los Angeles to Rumsey California. My goal is to one 
day have my own theater company. I hope this goal will come 
soon. In the meantime I’m still acting and looking for my next role. 
I love the support system here in Rumsey and the community. I’m 
thrilled to showcase my talents in Yolo County. That’s me, I love 
y’all

-Donald Lett

Countryside Community Church
In partnership with

The countryside Community Church 
has changed its Food Closet Hours.

Hours of operation (Horas de operacion):

Tuesday (Martes) 2p-5p
Friday (Viernes) 2p-5p

Please come on by (por favor vengan)



Volume 23, Edition 6,  June 2021                                       9    

FRIDAYS, 4PM � 7PM • APRIL 30 � OCTOBER 1
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SUPPORT YOUR 
FARMERS AND

SHOP LOCAL AT 
THE FARM STOP



 

Volume 23, Edition 6,  June 2021                                       10 



 

Volume 23, Edition 5,  June 2021                                       11    

Pool Opening Day Celebration at Tuli Mem Park on June 15th

The Western Yolo Recreation Center Association (WYORCA) is thrilled to announce the re-opening of Tuli Mem Pool on June 15th. 
After a difficult year for our community, we are excited for all ages to enjoy this beautiful park and pool. 

As the new president of WYORCA, I would like to give a brief description of the team of people who help make Tuli Mem Park a 
community asset. Tuli Mem Park and Pool is owned by the County of Yolo, with programs run by the YMCA, and is maintained by the 
Esparto Community Service District. Esparto residents, Esparto Unified School District, and the Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation are also 
special contributors to this park. WYORCA, a non-profit organization of community volunteers, fundraises for improved infrastructure 
and recreational programs. We also seek to facilitate communication between the partners to enhance Tuli Mem Park.

On June 15th, WYORCA will hold an opening day celebration starting at 11am at Tuli Mem Park. We will offer healthy snacks, free 
prizes such as swim goggles and pool noodles for the first 25 guests, a drawing for free swim day passes, and more fun and games. 
Come celebrate the first day of the pool season at Tuli Mem Park!

We know that 2020 was a financially difficult time for many in our community, and WYORCA has dedicated a portion of our fundrais-
ing efforts to make the pool affordable to all. WYORCA will sponsor the first three Sundays of the season (June 20, 27, and July 4th). 
Entrance will be free on those days, up to the maximum pool capacity! We hope to offer future Sundays of the season as free, or subsi-
dized swim days depending on our fundraising efforts. It is WYORCA’s goal to make the pool and recreation programs as accessible to 
the entire community as possible.

The YMCA will run the Tuli Mem swim season, and will offer swim lessons for all ages, including an adult swim class and potentially 
water aerobics. In addition, the pool will offer lap swim, recreation swim, and swim team hours. Generous donations from our communi-
ty over the past year will allow WYORCA to sponsor swim lessons for people/families who need assistance. Please contact WYORCA if 
you are interested or in need of financial assistance. If you would like to sponsor a swim lesson for someone, you may also contact 
WYORCA at tulimempark@gmail.com or 831-239-9916.

Registration for swim lessons will be made available on the YMCA Tuli Mem website starting June 1st. In addition, WYORCA is 
creating a standalone website for Tuli Mem Park and Pool where all pool information, schedules, prices, pool facility rental information, 
and community gatherings will be posted. We hope this website will make it easier for the community to find information about Tuli 
Mem Park and Pool. Please check often for the launch of the website at www.tulimempark.com. If you or the community would like to 
post relevant information to Tuli Mem Park and Pool, please contact WYORCA so your content may be added. You can also follow or 
tag the park’s Instagram account at @tulimempark for up-to-date information. 

Additional information including the pool schedule, pricing for day/season/family passes, sponsored swim lessons, and free community 
swim days will be posted on our website, Instagram account, Facebook forums, and in a follow-up article.

Briefly, the Tuli Mem Pool will open June 15th:
 •Tuesday-Thursday: 11am-7pm
 •Friday: 1pm-7pm
 •Saturday: 11am-5pm
 •Sundays: 11am-4pm

Please refer to www.ymcasuperiorcal.org/tulimem or www.tulimempark.com for more detailed information.
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Celebración del día de apertura de la piscina en Tuli Mem Park el 15 de junio

La Asociación del Centro Recreativo de Western Yolo (WYORCA) se complace en anunciar la reapertura de Tuli Mem Pool el 15 de junio. Después de un año difícil 
para nuestra comunidad, estamos emocionados de que todas las edades disfruten de este hermoso parque y piscina.

Como nuevo presidente de WYORCA, me gustaría dar una breve descripción del equipo de personas que ayudan a hacer de Tuli Mem Park un activo comunitario. 
Tuli Mem Park and Pool es propiedad del Condado de Yolo, con programas administrados por la YMCA, y es mantenido por el Distrito de Servicios Comunitarios de 
Esparto. Los residentes de Esparto, el Distrito Escolar Unificado de Esparto y la Nación Yocha Dehe Wintun también contribuyen de manera especial a este parque. 
WYORCA, una organización sin fines de lucro de voluntarios comunitarios, recauda fondos para mejorar la infraestructura y los programas recreativos. También 
buscamos facilitar la comunicación entre los socios para mejorar Tuli Mem Park.

El 15 de junio, WYORCA llevará a cabo una celebración del día de la inauguración a partir de las 11 am en Tuli Mem Park. Ofreceremos refrigerios saludables, 
premios gratis como gafas de natación y fideos de piscina para los primeros 25 invitados, un sorteo para pases gratuitos para el día de natación y más diversión y 
juegos. ¡Ven a celebrar el primer día de la temporada de piscinas en Tuli Mem Park!

Sabemos que 2020 fue un momento financieramente difícil para muchos en nuestra comunidad, y WYORCA ha dedicado una parte de nuestros esfuerzos de recau-
dación de fondos para hacer que la piscina sea asequible para todos. WYORCA patrocinará los primeros tres domingos de la temporada (20, 27 de junio y 4 de julio). 
La entrada será gratuita esos días, ¡hasta la capacidad máxima de la piscina! Esperamos ofrecer los futuros domingos de la temporada como días de natación gratis o 
subsidiados, dependiendo de nuestros esfuerzos de recaudación de fondos. El objetivo de WYORCA es hacer que la piscina y los programas de recreación sean lo 
más accesibles posible para toda la comunidad.

La YMCA ejecutará la temporada de natación Tuli Mem y ofrecerá lecciones de natación para todas las edades, incluida una clase de natación para adultos y posible-
mente aeróbic acuático. Además, la piscina ofrecerá horas de natación, natación recreativa y equipo de natación. Las generosas donaciones de nuestra comunidad 
durante el año pasado permitirán a WYORCA patrocinar lecciones de natación para personas / familias que necesitan ayuda. Comuníquese con WYORCA si está 
interesado o necesita ayuda financiera. Si desea patrocinar una lección de natación para alguien, también puede comunicarse con WYORCA en tulimempark@g-
mail.com o 831-239-9916.

La inscripción para las lecciones de natación estará disponible en el sitio web de YMCA Tuli Mem a partir del 1 de junio. Además, WYORCA está creando un sitio 
web independiente para Tuli Mem Park and Pool donde se publicará toda la información de la piscina, horarios, precios, información de alquiler de instalaciones de 
piscina y reuniones comunitarias. Esperamos que este sitio web facilite a la comunidad la búsqueda de información sobre Tuli Mem Park and Pool. Consulte con 
frecuencia el lanzamiento del sitio web en www.tulimempark.com. Si usted o la comunidad desean publicar información relevante en Tuli Mem Park and Pool, 
comuníquese con WYORCA para que se agregue su contenido. También puede seguir o etiquetar la cuenta de Instagram del parque en @tulimempark para obtener 
información actualizada.

En nuestro sitio web, cuenta de Instagram, foros de Facebook y en un artículo de seguimiento se publicará información adicional, incluido el horario de la piscina, los 
precios de los pases diarios / de temporada / familiares, las lecciones de natación patrocinadas y los días de natación comunitarios gratuitos.

Brevemente, Tuli Mem Pool abrirá el 15 de junio:
 • Martes a jueves: 11 a. M. A 7 p. M.
 • Viernes: 13: 00-19: 00
 • Sábado: 11 a. M. A 5 p. M.
 • Domingos: 11 a. M. A 4 p. M.

Consulte www.ymcasuperiorcal.org/tulimem o www.tulimempark.com para obtener información más detallada.

En nombre de la Asociación del Centro Recreativo de Western Yolo, ¡gracias y nos vemos en la piscina!

Carine Hines
Presidente de WYORCA
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Eat Well Yolo Distribution     
 

When: 1st and 3rd Thursday  

Where: RISE, Inc. office 
    17313 Fremont St.,   
  Esparto 

Time: 9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 

1 PER HOUSEHOLD /  
BRING YOUR OWN BAG 

Any Family in Esparto or  
Capay Valley are Welcome! 

  Submitted by RISE Staff 

Eat Well Yolo Distribution 
 

  Cuando: 1er y 3er Jueves del mes 
  Donde: La Oficina de RISE 
  17313 Fremont Street    
                Esparto  
  Hora: 9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.  
   1 POR FAMILIA  
  TRAIGA BOLSA 
  Familias en Esparto y  
  Capay Valley son Bienvenidas 
   Submitted by RISE Staff 

Area Food Distributions 
 RISE, Inc. manages several food distributions each month in Esparto. Madison 

Community Committee sponsors a Food Closet in Madison 2x a month. A Food Clos-
et is also held in the Guinda Grange Hall 2 x a month (2nd and 4th Mondays). Below 
is a summary of these opportunities. They are also announced in other places in this 
paper. (Call RISE office 787-4110 for more information) 

Food Bank Give - Away on the 4th  Monday of each month at the RISE office  from 
10:00 a.m. -12:00 noon. Free produce distribution on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays at the 
RISE office from 9:30 - 11:00 a.m. 

 
 
The Food Closet is open at the Countryside Community Church on Tuesdays 
from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m., and on Fridays from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. 

 

 
The Madison Food Closet is open on the 2nd

 and 4th

 Monday’s of each month from 
4:00 -

 
5:00 p.m.to Madison residents.    

 Guinda Food Distribution every 2nd & 4th Monday’s from 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m
Free produce, meat, dairy, groceries and dry goods. Held at the Guinda Grange Hall.   

 Countryside Community Church Food Distribution on Sundays at 10:00. 

Food Distribution in Guinda 
 

 
   

      
     The Valley Voice email address:  
         valleyvoice@RISEinc.org 
  Send your articles, and contributions to this address. 

If there are any changes to programs, meetings, ads, etc.   
Please let us know. 2nd & 4tth Monday’s from 10:00 am - 11:00 am. Free produce, meat, dairy, 

groceries
and dry goods. Held at the Guinda Grange Hall.
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 After college, his first job was an Electronics Engineer at McClellan AFB in Sacramento where he worked in the field of radio, radar, and telephone installations on 
remote sites throughout the western United States. In 1952 he married Isabel M. Durst, who has been his faithful companion for the past 69 years. This same year he was 
called to active duty with the Air Force where he served as a Base Communication Officer at Scott AFB in Illinois and Atterbury AFB in Indiana. His military service 
included not only operating the base communications facilities but teaching basic electronics courses and management courses to other Air Force personnel. He also served a 
Crypto Officer responsible for encryption and deciphering highly classified information on Air Force matters.
Upon his return to McClellan AFB, after his active duty tour, he resumed his job as an electronics engineer in 1954. During his civilian employment at McClellan AFB he 
also took a number of courses sponsored by the Air Force including the following:
 •High Speed Analog Computers, Rome AF Depot NY
 •Univac Computer and Data Processing Systems, McClellan AFB, CA
 •Digital Computers for Defense, Lincoln Labs, MIT, MA
 •Fundamental Principles of Guided Missiles, Air Univ., Gunter AFB, AL
 •Manpower Management Instructor Course, Mitchell AFB, NY
 •Advanced Television Design, Belleville College, IL
 One of his major accomplishments while at McClellan AFB was the writing and publishing of a 100 page classified proposal and report in 1960 on the instrumenta-
tion requirements for tracking both electronically, optically and the telemetry necessary for the extension of the High Range at Edwards
AFB, CA. This equipment was used to track the X-15 aircraft during testing as well as help in the landing of the NASA Space Shuttle at Edwards AFB. He also continued his 
service with the Air Force Reserves working as a "M-day" assignee performing two (2) weeks of active duty each year for 14 years reaching the rank of Major before 
resigning his commission in 1966. During his reserve service he attended the Air Force Command and Staff Officer School graduating at the top of his class.
 He left McClellan in 1961 to work as a senior engineer at Aerojet General Corp in Rancho Cordova working as a staff assistant to Rudi Beicbel, a German rocket 
expert from Peenemunde Germany (V-2 rocket fame). While at Aerojet, he rose rapidly to become Manager of the Tactical Small Rockets Division in 1965. During his career 
at Aerojet he received numerous letters of Commendation for his outstanding work. His last job while at Aerojet was working as electronics controls engineer on a nuclear 
rocket engine being designed, built and tested to put man on the planet Mars.
In 1971, he decided to change career Field's and went to work as a Branch Manager for a Denver based firm in the securities field. One year later he decided to form his own 
securities and insurance business thus forming and opening G. W. Story & Associates, Inc. At the same time, he started his new firm, he helped design and had built his own 
office building which served his firm for the next 25 years. In 1978, he attended the University of Pennsylvania (Wharton School) receiving certification in Pension Fund 
Management. His education also included receiving an MBA (tax option) from Golden Gate University in San Francisco CA In 1981 and 1984 articles were published in both 
the Sacramento Bee and the Sacramento Union newspapers on how successful he was in business. His firm grew to become the largest independent Broker/Dealer in 
Northern California in the next few years, peaking in 1985 with 75 registered representatives and 12 administrative personnel providing some three (3) million dollars in 
securities sales each month. His firm had branch offices in Citrus Heights, Grass Valley, Stockton, Oakdale, Fairfield, and Santa Rosa. His firm was one of the first in the area 
to completely computerize its "back office" operations thus enabling his firm to process a high volume of business with very few personnel. Because of his back-ground 
experience in electronics and computers he was able to set up the office computer system himself and help write the software for order processing etc. thus saving thousands 
of dollars over what it would have cost if an outside firm had been used.
George also did all of his own legal work such as setting up and dissolving the Corporation etc. His wife Isabel Story served as Secretary/treasurer for the firm doing all the 
accounting, payroll, NASD and SEC reports and tax work thus also saving the firm thousands of dollars in legal and tax preparation fees.
He co-authored a book titled "Smart Investing" which was published in 1981 and was used as a class text in the Sacramento State University and in adult education classes in 
both the San Juan School District and the Sacramento City School District. He held a Certified Financial Planner (CFP) certification as well as several Principle licenses in 
the Securities field. In 1983 he was listed in Who's Who in the West. In 1984, he was featured in Money magazine as an expert financial planner, from 1980 to 1985 he also 
served as a Trustee for the University of Nevada Foundation in Reno, NV.
In 1992, he sold his business to Foothill Securities which is located in the Bay area and went into retirement. During his retirement, he divided his time between remodeling 
the family home, which they have owned since 1955, traveled and managed their investment portfolios.
George passed peacefully away at the age of 93 on the morning of April 19, 2021 with his wife Isabel at his side. He is survived by his wife Isabel, of Sacramento, three 
nephews, one niece, and other grand nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by parents George & Helen Story of Esparto and his sister Veon D. Zentner of Sacramen-
to.
George Story leaves behind not only a legacy of community involvement and support, but now a charitable contribution to the students of Esparto High School that will live 
on in perpetuity. 
 A little more history:   Both George and Isabel Story are graduates of Esparto High School.  George graduated in 1946 and Isabel in 1947.  Both went on to pursue 
four-year degrees and accomplished many endeavors in their working lives.  One of the many values that George and Isabel have said to me over the years was how much 
Alice Marsh meant to them.  Marsh Hall located on the Esparto High School campus is named after Alice Marsh who was a teacher and principal of Esparto High School in 
the 1940’s.  She was the inspiration for why both George and Isabel pursued a college pathway after graduating from Esparto High. George, Isabel and I would meet from 
time to time over the past 7 years working on their goals for the Story Charitable Fund.  George and Isabel both would reminisce about how Alice Marsh would advocate and 
push students to go beyond the norm to achieve more.  Ms. Marsh was a visionary educator and elevated her students to pursue post-secondary education after high school 
through determination and hard work.   George was very proud of his class and classmates who had more than 50% of them go on to college and graduate from four-year 
universities.   In addition, both of them were very proud of the fact that many of their classmates also became teachers. 

Continued on page 15

George Story Continued...
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Capay Valley Flora, Fauna and Farm series
From Capay Valley Regeneration

Northern Alligator Lizard
Pamela Bateman

The Northern Alligator Lizard, Elgaria coerulea, can be found during the day 
in grasslands, woodpiles, leaf debris, barns and garages in the Capay Valley. 
It hibernates underground in winter and emerges in early spring when the 
weather warms. This lizard has small legs and a very long tail giving it a 
snake like appearance. The head and snout resemble an alligator hence its 
common name. The alligator lizard’s diet consists of crickets, spiders, moths, 
beetles and sometimes baby mice. Predators of this lizard include humans, 
hawks, owls, coyotes and bobcats. A defensive mechanism against this 
predation is the lizard’s ability to voluntarily detach their tail, which is 
referred to as caudal autonomy. Although they can grow a new tail over time 
that tail never grows back quite as long as the original and the regeneration 
process is physically stressful. The alligator lizard, along with the western 
fence lizard, may account for the reduced rates of Lyme disease in the 
western states. Proteins in the lizard’s blood can kill the bacteria Borrelia 
burgdorferi, which causes Lyme disease. When handled this lizard will bite 
but the bite is usually not serious nor does it draw blood. It is best to admire 
this lizard from a distance.

Submitted by Pamela Bateman

My Father

The spirit always hovers close. It watches over those loved most. In life 
you were always there, if I had a question you had time to spare. My 
memory of you will always be bright. Your image in my mind burns like a 
sun in the night! We all must travel the same road you took. I hope when 
my time comes my children will remember me like a freshly read book! I 
love you and I always will. May God bless you even though your body is 
still. Tonight like all nights I will think of you. I remember you told me 
when your father died you thought of him too!

Submitted by Clarence G. Underwood

Alligator Lizard

Georg Story Continued...
 George and Isabel Story envisioned many years ago a financial pathway for 
students to achievement more during and after graduation from Esparto High School.  They 
knew also that the Esparto Community would benefit from their estate because students 
would have post-secondary educational opportunities that hopefully would return home with 
them and continue to grow the community once they had finished college.   
The “Story Charitable Fund” was formed in 2015 and yearly amounts in the amount of 
$35,000 to $50,000 dollars annually have been used for student scholarships and student field 
experiences in both Math and Science since then.  In addition to this yearly support for Math 
and Science programs at Esparto High School, the Story Charitable Fund has been growing in 
asset accumulation to a point now that when both George and Isabel pass, a total of $450,000 
dollars per year will be placed into scholarships and educational support for Esparto High 
School students who commit to four-year colleges and universities and this fund will live on 
in perpetuity for generations to come.
 This fund that George and Isabel envisioned and established for education 
opportunities for all students goes beyond the normal expectations of most high schools being 
able to afford scholarship opportunities to its graduates.  They both want what is best for the 
students of Esparto and have secured a way for students to pursue their dreams and aspiration 
through funding post-secondary education expenses for high achieving students.   
 A few years back our class of Biotechnology students from Esparto High were able 
to show their knowledge of the biotech world by presenting student projects at the Monsanto 
Seed and Research campus in Woodland.  During this presentation Mr. and Mrs. Story were 
able to see first-hand how their financial support of our students was helping to shape their 
futures in Math and Science. 
 It has been an honor to work with both George and Isabel Story over the past 
several years as an educator and liaison to the Esparto Unified School District and the Story 
Charitable Fund. 

David P. Yust – Esparto High School Teacher. 

George Story 4th from right and Isabel Story far right attending one of our Research 
Technology Biotechnology field trips in 2018 to the Monsanto Seed Research facility 
where students conducted experiments in the field of advanced genetics under the 

supervision of Monsanto researchers and geneticists. The Story’s participation during 
this field day allowed them to see first-hand how students were benefiting from the 

financial support of the Story Charitable Fund.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR  
Please contact the group you are interested in, to see if they are still meeting at this time.  

AA Meeting: Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. in the basement of the Countryside Community Church in Espar to. 1 hour  open.  
Spanish AA:  Alcohólicos Anónimos: Detrás de El Toro. Los lunes, miércoles, y viernes a las 7:00-9:00 p.m. 
Spanish Al-Anon: Spanish Al-Anon: Detrás de El Toro (26628 N. Grafton). Los Martes a las 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.  
Al-Anon:   Countryside Community Church on Tuesday from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Calvary Baptist Church: Meets Sunday’s at 11:00am at 26479 Grafton Street.  
Capay Valley Christian Fellowship: 11:00 a.m. adult Sunday school; 11:45 a.m. social; 12:10-1:10 worship/children’s Sunday School at the Guinda Community Church 
Capay Valley Fire Commission Meeting:  Meets the 2nd Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the Guinda Fire Station. 
Capay Valley Garden Club:   4th Wednesdays, 6:00 p.m., location var ies, see Facebook page for  more information. 
Capay Valley General Plan Advisory Committee:  Meets every 1st Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. at the Grange Hall in Guinda.  Open to all. 
Capay Valley Science Club, 4th Mondays, 6:00 p.m., location var ies. See Capay Valley Science Club"  Google Group for  information. 
Capay Valley Vision Board: Meets on the third Wednesday of every month at the Espar to Library at 6:30 p.m. (Meetings are OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.) 
Cottonwood Cemetery District: Will be meeting May 7, 2021 at 9 am in the Cao Conference room 203, 625 Court St. Woodland.  
Countryside Community Church: Sundays at 9:00 a.m. Worship Service and Sunday School.  
Esparto Ag Boosters: Meets on the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 6:00 p.m. in the Ag Depar tment at the high school. 
Esparto Citizens Advisory Committee Planning Council:  Meets 3rd Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. at the Espar to Regional Library. 
Esparto Community Services District: Meets on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 
Esparto Family Practice: Open: Monday, Tuesday, and Fr iday from 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., Wednesday 2:00-6:00 p.m. and Thursday from 1:00-6:00 p.m. 
Esparto Food Distribution: Produce on the 2nd Monday and canned and dr ied foods on 4th Monday at the RISE office from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  
Esparto High School Ag Boosters Meets on the third Wednesday of each month at 6:00 p.m. in the Ag Classroom at the high school. 
Esparto Lions Club Meeting:  Meets on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays at the Boy Scout Cabin Social hour at 5:30pm, 6:00pm Dinner, For Zoom link, please call (787-3892) 
Esparto Regional Chamber of Commerce: Meets monthly on the 2nd Thursday at 6:30 p.m, currently via Zoom. (For Zoom Link, please call (787-3242)) 
Esparto Unified School Board Meeting: Meets on the 4th Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. in Room A-7 at the High School. 

Farm Stop Farmers’ Market: Open Friday’s (all summer long through October 1st) from 4 pm - 7 pm.  
Food Distribution at Countryside Community Church: Tuesday: 12:00 p.m.-6:00p.m; Wednesday: 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.; Friday: 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Friends of Esparto Regional Library Board of Directors’ Meeting:  The 2nd Wednesday at 4:00 p.m. (except for  July and November) at the Library 
Legal Services in Esparto: Free services offered on the 1st Thursdays of every other  month at the RISE office from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Call 787-4110   

  Guinda Community Church: Sunday Service at 9:00 a.m. 
Guinda Food Distribution: Produce distr ibution on the 2nd Monday and canned and dr ied goods on the 4th Monday from 10:00-11:00 a.m. at the Guinda   

 
 Grange 

 Hall.

 

Homeschooling: Carly Castruita Gordon at (916) 616-5419. 
Madison Advisory Committee: 4th Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. at the Madison Community Services Distr ict. No meetings in May, November  or  December .

 Madison Community Committee: 3rd Thursday at 6:00 p.m. at the Madison Community Services Distr ict.  
Madison Fire Commissioners Meeting: 1:00 p.m. on the 2nd Monday of each month at the Madison Fire Depar tment at 17880 Stephens Street.  
Madison Food Closet: Open the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. at the Madison Community Services Distr ict Building 

 Madison  Service District Meeting: 3rd Thursday at 6:00 p.m. in the Distr ict office at 28963 Main Street in Madison.  
New Life Christian Center in Madison: Sunday Service at 11:00 a.m. with J r . Church for  ages 5-12. Home Bible Studies on Wednesday. 
On Fire Fellowship of Esparto: Sunday service at 9:00 a.m. Bible Study:Wed. at 6:30 p.m. Youth Group: Fr i.at 6:30 p.m.;Ladies:1st/3rd Tues.6:30p.m.

 RISE Collaborative Meeting: Currently held Via ZOOM on every 3rd Friday of the month (please call the RISE office for more information). 
Rumsey Improvement Association: Potluck dinner  and meeting on the 1st Monday. 6:00 p.m. social; 6:30 p.m. dinner ; 7:10 p.m. meeting at the Rumsey Hall

 St. Martin’s Catholic Mission Church: English Mass: 8:30 a.m. on Sundays; Spanish Mass: 7:00 p.m. on Saturdays at St. Martin’s Catholic Mission, 
 

 
25633 Grafton St.  
Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW): Western Yolo Post 7143, meets 1st Wednesday each month, at Post Home, Orleans St. and Highway 16.  
Western Yolo Grange: Meets on the 3rd Tuesday at 6:00:social, and 6:30 p.m.potluck dinner  and meeting at the Grange Hall at 16787 Forrest in Guinda.

 4-H:  Meets at 6:30 p.m. on the 2nd Monday of each month at the Community Center  in Espar to. 

Esparto Fire Commissioners Meeting: Meets the 2nd Thursday of each month at 6 pm at the Espart Fire Station.


