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          Almond  Queen Pageant 

 Four young women, all seniors at Esparto High School, participated in 
the annual Almond Queen Pageant at the Guinda Grange Hall on Saturday, 
February 18. Surrounded by families, friends, and high school staff, these 
young women presented excellent speeches on the topic which was a quote 
from Mother Teresa. “I alone cannot change the world, but I can cast a stone 
that will make many ripples.” Their charge was to speak to how they will 
create ripples in the world. Each candidate spoke clearly about their goals 
and dreams for the future. 
 The pageant began with a delicious dinner prepared by members of 
the Guinda Grange, as well as Full Belly interns. After the meal was 
finished, Thaddeus Barsotti, once again the Master of Ceremonies for the 
evening, began the pageant. The Almond Queen candidates were Guadalupe 
Anaya, Katheryn England, Lizette Torres, and Ruby Virgen. The judges 
were Alan Humeson of the Yolo County Farm Bureau, Dr. Lynn Martindale 
from the Ag Department at UC Davis, and Rachel Vieira, administrative 
assistant at  Madison High School. 
       Each of these candidates had spent the day being interviewed by each of 
the three judges. Previously, they had also completed an essay on growing 
up in the Capay Valley. 
       Each girl was judged on a number of qualities: their school and 
community involvement; their poise and personality during the interviews 
and on stage; and their grooming. They were also judged on their scores on 
the written essay and on the speech from the quote of Mother Teresa. After 
the last speech was given, the judges retired to tally the scores and choose 
the winners. 
        During this break, a raffle was held for many special items donated by 
the Capay Valley community for this event. Dru Rivers managed the raffle 
and read off the winning numbers. There was much excitement as the 
numbers of raffle winners were read. 
         Thad Barsotti concluded the evening by reading off the names of the 
winners. Each girl who participated was given a beautiful bouquet as she 
came out on stage. Last year’s queen, Jynelle Brillantes, gave an inspiring 
speech about her first year in college. 
          The awards given were: Miss Congeniality was voted on by all 
candidates; 1st Runner-up; and Almond Queen. The winners were: Miss 
Congeniality: Ruby Virgen; 1st Runner-up: Ruby Virgen; and Almond 
Queen: Katheryn England. Congratulations to all. 
           Coordinators for this event were: Alexis Kersting, Esparto High 
School Counselor; Hallie Ochoa, of Full Belly Farm; and Hannah Muller, of 
Full Belly Floral. Decorations and Flowers were done by Hannah Muller, of 
Full Belly Floral; the Limousine for transporting the Queen and her Court at 
the Almond Festival was donated by the Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation; and 
the Program printing was done by Full Belly Farm.  Submitted by Hallie Ochoa 

Pictured top: left is Ruby Virgen, 1st Runner-up and Miss Congeniality; right 
is Katheryn England, Almond Queen for 2017.  

Pictured below are all contestants in the Pageant: from left to right: Ruby 
Virgen, Lizette Torres, Guadalupe Anaya, and Katheryn England.  

Congratulations to all of these fine young women! 



 

VALLEY VOICE  
AD RATES 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
25 WORDS FOR $10 

DISPLAY ADS 
Business-card size: $25 per month 

1/4 page:  $50 per month 
1/2 page:  $100 per month 

Full page:  $200 
For more information, and yearly discounts,  

email valleyvoice2@hotmail.com 

Valley Voice Subscription Form 
Let all your friends and relatives know that for just $25 per year we will mail 
them each month’s edition! This is a perfect way to keep up to date with all  

the Capay Valley news and events.  Complete the order below. 
Name:  
Mailing Address:   
City, State:  
Phone Number: 
Please Select: 
¨  One Year: $25.00    (12 editions)  
¨ Two Years: $50.00   (24 editions)  

Please make checks out to RISE Inc. 
Mail to: RISE Inc. at P.O. Box  133, Esparto, CA 95627  

or drop off at the office at 17317 Fremont Street in Esparto. 
 

The Valley Voice 
P.O. Box 133 

Esparto, CA  95627 
 For article inquires, call 787-4110, or send an e-mail message to Greta Taber, 
Editor, at valleyvoice2@hotmail.com. For billing inquiries or ad rates, call 787-
4110. All articles are due by the 20th of each month. Ads must be paid in 
advance and accounts must be paid up to date by the 20th of each month. We 
reserve the right to edit articles at our discretion, due to space limitations and 
other criteria. Articles published do not necessarily express the views of the Valley 
Voice editor. The Valley Voice is published monthly by a partnership of the 
Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation, RISE, Inc., and the Esparto Unified School 
District.  
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New Yocha Dehe Entity to Provide Support  
to Boost Capay Valley 

 
Will Allocate “Credits” from New Gaming Compact 

 

Brooks, CA (March 1, 2017) – The Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation will create a 
new tribal entity to allocate a pool of funding to support the community and 
other causes. In its new Tribal-State Gaming Compact, signed in October with 
Governor Jerry Brown, the Tribe requested and received the ability to redirect 
a significant portion of the revenue normally sent to the state. These 
allocations will be utilized locally to address a range of causes and initiatives, 
including economic development and revitalization. 
 
“This was a specific goal when we asked the Governor for this in our new 
compact,” said Yocha Dehe Tribal Chairman Leland Kinter. “We wanted to 
ensure our local community directly receives resources and benefits from 
gaming.” 
 
The new tribal entity, which is yet to be named, will set priorities and establish 
procedures and guidelines for utilizing this funding. Once it is up and running, 
more information will be available at Yocha Dehe’s website: 
www.yochadehe.com.  
 
As this new tribal entity takes form, Yocha Dehe will resign from the Capay 
Valley Vision Board of Directors (CVV). The Tribe, in partnership with key 
community members, founded CVV in 2001 and has consistently supported 
the organization as a vehicle for improving the quality of life in the Capay 
Valley. Tribal leaders plan to continue to work closely with CVV to identify 
common community needs, priorities, goals and endeavors.  
 
“The partnership and support of Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation for CVV since its 
founding has been critical to its success,” said Leo Refsland, Board Chair of 
CVV. “We thank the Tribe for its commitment to CVV and respect its concern 
about possible conflicts of interest going forward. We will continue to be close 
partners in building a stronger community.”  
 
“Capay Valley Vision has been and continues to be an invaluable forum for 
open communication about important local issues,” added Chairman Kinter. 
“While our relationship may be changing, we will certainly continue to work 
together for the betterment of our shared valley.” 
 
Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation is an independent, self-governed nation that 
supports our people and the Capay Valley, CA community by strengthening 
our culture, stewarding our land and creating economic independence for 
future generations.     Contact: Greg Larsen 916.491.4094 (x1)                          
                glarsen@yochadehe-nsn.gov 

Extended Hours for RISE in March 
  

 RISE is extending its hours to better serve the community. This 
coming month the Esparto Office will be open on Saturday, March 11 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
    It will also be open on Monday, March 13 from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
 Make an appointment now to meet with our Resource and Referral 
Specialist. Call (530) 787– 3417.        Submitted by the RISE Staff 
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         Esparto School District News 
     Diego Ochoa, Superintendent 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Another successful Almond Festival with lots of good food, and many, 
many people. Thanks to all of the people that helped make this a great fest. And 
thanks to the many volunteers we were able to add to our list of wonderful 
helpers: 

Rumsey Improvement Association   
Madison Fire  
Esparto Fire 

California Highway Patrol 
Yolo County Visitors Bureau 

Western Yolo Grange/Guinda Grange Hall 
Ace Hardware  

Yolo County Department of Agriculture 
Bullseye Farms 

RISE Inc.  
Esparto Baptist Church 

Seka Hills 
Trudie Martin 
Candice Schaer 

Dru Rivers 
Alice Manas 
Barry Burns 

Tico Zendejas 
Kevin Miller 

Brian Douglass 
Elise Stimmet 

Reyna Selga Eaton 
Brett LeDuc 

Corrin Armstrong 
Casey Willard 
Camilla Barry 
Pat Harrison 
Hope Abbot 

Paula Tackett 
               Submitted by Pat Harrison 

    Esparto Unified Recognized for Innovation 
 
 The Esparto Unified School District has been recognized, once again, for the 
innovative education offered to students. Led by experienced staff members, 
Jeff Sammons and Alexis Kersting, the school district is being included in the 
most highly-regarded Advanced Placement Conference in America. 
 
 The Esparto High School Advanced Placement team have been selected to 
make a presentation at the prestigious Advanced Placement Annual Conference. 
Mr. Sammons and his team submitted a presentation titled, "Creating and 
growing an AP program in a small rural high school." The conference regularly 
selects from hundreds of submissions and includes only the highest quality 
programs. The district's AP program has been recognized (2014) by the College 
Board for increasing the number of students taking and passing AP exams, 
earning a place on the AP Honor Roll. 
 
 Many thanks go out to the Esparto Unified School District Board of Trustees 
for providing the leadership and vision to support our Advanced Placement 
program. Since 2013, the school has created new AP classes in Human 
Geography, Statistics, English Composition, and Spanish Language. Those 
courses are taught by wonderful teachers who have invested many hours into 
bringing new and rigorous experiences to our small high school. Most schools 
similar in size have fewer than half the number of AP classes we offer. 
  

 As we approach the planning process for the 2017-2018 school year, our 
district staff is working hard to bring more rigorous programs and courses to our 
elementary and middle schools.  

Spring Equinox is on March 20 

 

Reminder:  All articles, ads, and announcements and payments 
for this paper are due to the following email address by the  

20th of each month for publication in the next month’s  
Valley Voice.  

Send to valleyvoice2@hotmail.com. 
Payments for ads are due by the 20th of each month. 
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     Esparto Elementary School News 
      Erika St. Andre, Principal 
      

  
 Esparto Elementary’s Spelling Bee winner was Sergio Venegas in Mrs. 
Thompson’s 5th grade class.  He competed against nearly 30 students in 2nd-5th 
grades, and emerged victorious.  Congratulations Sergio! 
 Students from the Yocha Dehe Wintun Academy buddied up with Ms. 
Montejo’s 4th/5th grade class at Esparto Elementary School to create 
community connections, build friendships, and provide some healthy 
academic competition. They ate lunch, and learned more about a competition 
they will have using Accelerated Reader. Students who complete the million 
Word Challenge will win a party at the end of the school year. 
 Our 2nd annual Career Week will be March 20-24 at Esparto Elementary 
School.  We hope to have many parents and community members come to 
speak to classes about their careers.  If you are interested in participating, 
please contact Erika St. Andre at (530)787-3417 or estandre@espartok12.org. 
 

           
  

Valentine’s Day Project 
 On Valentine's Day, February 14, Ms. Simons Horticulture Class at the 
Middle School constructed flower arrangements to take home. Mr. Jim Schulte 
brought the flowers donated by the Yolo County Food Distribution and the 
vases donated by Funk Junk & Finery. Schulte, retired Adjunct professor at 
Woodland Community College and Esparto High School, instructed the 
students in the art of vase arrangements. It was a great day for all.  See picture 
above.          Submitted by James Schulte MS 

       Esparto Middle School 
          Sherrie Vann, Principal 
 
 
 
 Esparto Middle School has just completed another successful season of 
wrestling and basketball. Our wrestling team, coached by Jeff Farnham and 
assisted by Chuck Breckenridge and Curtis Lawrence, earned individual wins 
at all meets this season. Their successes culminated in Dalton Farnham and 
Andrew Watkins winning gold medals in their weight divisions at the YCAL 
Championships in Winters on Saturday, February 4th. Garrett Burns took 
home a bronze.  
 As for basketball, our boys' team finished the season with a record of 2 
wins and 6 losses. The team, coached by Jose Vazquez, showed great 
improvements throughout the course of the season.  
 The girls finished their basketball season with 7 wins and 3 losses. Their 
season lengthened as they advanced through the brackets of the YCAL 
tournament on Saturday, February 11. Our girls, coached by Dominique 
Beauchamp, beat out Harper and CA Jacobs to make it all the way to the 
championship game against Holmes Middle School in Davis. Unfortunately, 
they lost the championship but their fight to the finish and successes 
throughout the season were remarkable. 

Pictured left is Sergio 
Venegas, 5th grader in 
Mrs. Thompson’s 5th 
grade class who won 

the schoolwide 
Spelling Bee.  

 Come join the fun at the RISE After School Programs 
Spring Intersession 

 
 Need a fun and safe place for your children to go during Spring Break? 
Look no further! RISE, Inc. is offering Spring Intersession for any child in K-
5th grade. During intersession your child will be able to enjoy fun games, arts 
& crafts, field trips and more. Also, breakfast, lunch, and afternoon snack will 
be provided.  
 Intersession will be held at Esparto Elementary Monday thru Thursday, 
April 10 - 13. The cost is $20 a day per child. If your  child is cur rently 
enrolled in the RISE After School Program, the cost is $10 a day per child.  
 Registration flyers can be picked up at the RISE After School Program at 
Esparto Elementary or at the RISE office located on Fremont St.  
 Last day to register will be April 3, 2017.  

Pictured here 
left and right 

are students in 
the After 
School 

Program 
having fun 
during the 
afternoon. 
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Esparto FFA Members Earn Top State Degree 
  
 Two Esparto FFA members have earned the State FFA Degree. This is a hard 
earned degree, won by few FFA members. This year it is awarded to senior member 
Gina Schwenger (pictured left above), and junior member Katie Miller-Berberich 
(pictured right above), worked a minimum of 500 hours on their Supervised 
Agricultural Experience Project, earned a net profit of $1,000 and served 25 
community service hours. Students keep track of their qualifications by completing 
records on their project using an online record keeping system called Agricultural 
Experience Tracker (AET).  AET is the modern version of the old fashioned record 
books kept by many alumni in the FFA.  This new system allows students to enter 
records from their phone and even upload pictures of their project into their record 
keeping system. 
  Gina Schwenger has raised three hogs with the FFA, exhibiting them and selling 
them at the Yolo County Fair. Gina is an athlete at Esparto High School and the 
2016-2017 FFA Chapter Reporter. Her most memorable time in the FFA has been 
raising hogs and going to the fair and competing against the rest of the Yolo FFA 
Section. Congratulations Gina! 
  Katie Miller-Berberich started raising hogs with the FFA the summer between 
her 8th and 9th grade year.  She has raised three hogs for the Yolo County Fair, and 
has worked for Manas Ranch as a fruit packer for two summers. Her most 
memorable moment raising a hog was this past summer when she won the title of 
Champion Hampshire with her Hog Beastley Ace.  Congratulations Katie!     
     Submitted by Amber Charter, EHS Ag Teacher and FFA Advisor 
 

Esparto FFA Donkey Basketball During Sweetheart Week 
 On Wednesday March 8 Esparto FFA members will host Donkey Basketball. 
This is a game you won’t want to miss, we will play our rival, Winters FFA, this 
year. Tickets can be purchased in advance from FFA members or in the front 
office at the high school and middle school. Tickets can also be purchased at the 
door. Doors will open at 6:30 pm and the game will start at 7:00 p.m.   
  
 Submitted by Amber Charter, 
EHS Ag Teacher and FFA Advisor 
 

 March is a busy month here at Esparto High School. Winter sports are 
wrapping up and we will host our Winter Sports Banquet on March 6 to honor the 
achievements of our student athletes. Baseball and Softball have started, and 
Coach Arevalos and Coach Gracia have already been practicing. Our golf team 
welcomes a new coach, Bill Murphy, our Agricultural Mechanics teacher, and he 
has already had practices underway. You could say that spring sports are in full 
swing!  
 
 Our floral students will get to go on multiple trips this month. Mrs. Crerar has 
arranged for the students to visit a floral business in San Francisco, to see the 
behind the scenes operations of a floral delivery business and to visit the early 
morning floral market. These types of experiences are the hallmark of our CTE 
programs funded by the Career and Technical Education Incentive Grant. These 
students will also participate in Ag Day at the Capital in Sacramento, working 
alongside members of the California Association of Florists to prepare and deliver 
arrangements to conference attendees.  
 
 Mr. Yust will be taking students from his Research, Technology and 
Bioengineering class to compete in the US Department of Energy National 
Science Bowl. This is a nationwide academic competition that tests students’ 
knowledge in all areas of science and mathematics. A sample question…What is 
the most common term used in genetics to describe the observable physical 
characteristics of an organism caused by the expression of a gene or set of genes?   
  
 The Esparto FFA attended the Arbuckle Field Day and had great success. 
Three of our FFA students; Lizette Torres, Lupe Anaya, and Katheryn England, 
competed in the Cooperative Marketing Contest and the team placed 2nd overall.  
Kathryn was awarded 2nd place high individual, and Lizette was awarded 10th 
place high individual. Students will compete again at the Chico Field Day on 
March 11 and we have high hopes for their success! 
 
 Mrs. Charter will take her students on a trip called SLEWS; Student and 
Landowner Education and Watershed Stewardship. This cooperative effort 
provides students a chance to participate in planting native shrubs and trees, 
laying irrigation, learning about waterways, observing wildlife and interacting 
with local farm owners. This visit is the third visit this year in an annual program 
that exposes students to local issues and creates partnerships between the school 
and local farmers.  
 

Esparto High School News 
    Jennifer Wiese, Principal 

            Madison High School News 
         Veronica Michael,  Principal  
 
 
 
 Madison Community High School will be undergoing a WASC 
accreditation visit April 24-26, 2017. Part of the process involves parent 
participation. I am in need of 3-4 parents to help with the process. Please call 
the school office if you are interested and can help the school.  
 This accreditation is an important step in an ongoing six-year cycle of 
quality, whereby the school demonstrates the capacity, commitment, and 
competence to support high-quality student learning and ongoing school 
improvement.  
 Our meetings will be at 6:00 p.m. at Madison Community High School on 
February 9, 2017, February 23, 2017, March 2, 2017, March 23, 2017, April 
6, 2017, and April 20, 2017. 
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On Fire Fellowship 
Join us Sunday mornings 

at 9:00 a.m. 
26543 Madison Street 

Esparto 
(530) 787-4841 

 

"“The Gathering Place" 
Senior Dinner 

Every Tuesday 4:00-6:00 p.m. 

 

  St. Vincent de Paul  
  is available  

  to help those in         
need. 
 

For more information,  
call (530) 312-8967 

 
Welcome to St. Martin De Porres 

 Catholic Mission Church 
 25633 W. Grafton Street – Esparto, CA 

                  

Holy Eucharist 
Saturday  7:00 p.m.  Spanish 
Sunday    8:30 a.m.  English 

  
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturday 6:30 p.m. 
  

We welcome visitors to our community.   
 

If you are Catholic, but have not been to 
church lately, come by and see what 

your Church is like today. 
 

Fr. Cormac Lacre – Pastor 
 (530)795-2230  

 
 stanthonystmartin@stanthonystmartin.org 

 
 
 
 
 

St. Patrick’s Day  
Corned Beef & Cabbage Dinner 

 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
Esparto Conference 

 

Sunday, March 19, 2017 
2:00 – 6:00 p.m. 

 

St. Martin Mission Catholic Church 
25633 W. Grafton Street, Esparto 

 

If purchased in advance: $13 per person 
Children 9 & under: $10 each 

 Pay at the door: $15 per person 
To Go Plates: $16 per person 

  

For Tickets Call Michael McDonald at
(530)867-0749 or Gabe Galvan at 

(530) 787-3892 
 There will be vendors selling local crafts 

and goods from 2:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 
We hope you can join us! 

Submitted by the St. Vincent de Paul Society 

St. Patrick’s Day is 
on  

March 17 
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             Fred and Alice Manas, Owners 
             25838 County Road 21A 

              Esparto California 95627 
             (530) 787-3228 

         Fax: 787-1878 
           fjmanas@sbcglobal.net 

 

“THE BEST PEACHES IN THE WEST” 

 

 Patrick Scribner_________                                       

 Certified Public Accountant 
 
 624 Court Street, Suite A (530) 666-2727 
 Woodland, CA 95695    Fax: (530) 668-6822 
 
                                     email: pscpa@scribnerranch.com  

Manas Ranch 

Come Join 
 

 
 
 
 

BBQ Burgers on 
Thursdays! 

 

Time: 11:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
 
 
 

           Includes: 
Burger, chips & a drink for $5.50 

 
26797 St. Hwy 16, Esparto, CA 95627 (530) 787-1740 
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Will Baker Garden Improvements 
 

 Volunteers from the Capay Valley Garden Club have been working on 
improvements for the Will Baker Garden at Nichols Park in Guinda. Volunteers 
Montana Baker, Malinda Baker, Paul Muller, Anna Del Castillo, Pamela Marvel 
and Trudie Martin recently worked hard at mulching this native garden with straw 
donated by Chamberlain Farm, Durst Organic, and Full Belly Farm.  
 This special garden is located on the southwest corner of Nichols Park, and has 
been the work of many volunteers over the years. After years of trying to get a 
working irrigation system in Nichols Park and this native plant garden, there is 
hope at the end of the tunnel. Getting a smooth running drip system using water 
pumped from Cache Creek has been a real challenge. With the help of Juan 
Garibaldo of Woodland, this is closer to a reality.  
 Check out some postings on Facebook under Will Baker Native Plant Garden 
& Will Baker Native Plant Garden page.  

Contact tmart@gvni.com for information on volunteering for our next work day!   
               Submitted by Trudie Martin 

Pictured on this page are some of the volunteers who have recently worked 
to mulch and weed this garden as spring comes around. 
 

Pictured below: Pamela Marvel and Trudie Martin 
Pictured top right: Paul Muller and Malinda Baker 
Pictured bottom left: Montana Baker 
Pictured below right: Anna Del Castillo 

 Pictured below are Esparto High School students, and 
Principal Jennifer Wiese, from Bill Murphy’s Ag 
Mechanics and Construction Class that worked on the 
featured table for the new Sunrise Preschool. A big thank 
you for such amazing furniture. Thank you to Bill 
Murphy, Esparto High School Industrial Arts teacher!   
     Left to right: Sam Fullerton, Tristan Williams, John 
Barbarick, Jenni Wiese,  Esparto High School Principal, 
and Zachary Gnoss. Submitted by Nancy Pennebaker 



 

Volume 19, Edition 3, March 2017                                                                            9 

80th Annual Lions Club Student Speaker Contest  

The 80th annual Lions Club Student Speaker Contest took place on 
Thursday, February 2, at the VFW Hall in Esparto.  This year marks the centennial 
celebration for the Lions Club Organization. Student speakers from Esparto High 
School gave a speech on this year’s Lions Club topic "Is the right to privacy a 
threat to our National Security?" The Student Speaker who makes it through all 
four levels will gain scholarship funds in the amount of nearly $22,000. 

Three EHS students gave speeches for the allotted 5-10 minutes:  Senior 
Lizette Torres, Junior Oscar Murillo, and Senior Ruby Virgen. Senior Ruby Virgen 
advances to the Zone Contest on March 8 at 6:30 p.m.  This next level will take 
place at the Woodland Reveille Lions Club located at 417 Lincoln Street.   

Each year the contest is open to students in grades 9-12 and students are 
encouraged to participate to gain experience in public speaking. Judges scored 
speakers based upon the areas of text, delivery, and the overall effectiveness of the 
effort. Lions Club Student Speaker Contest Judge Pam Miller expressed, “Not only 
does the speech contest challenge the participants to think critically about the topic, 
but it also helps them develop self-confidence. These skills are vital for their future 
success.” This year’s contest judges were Community Member Shelle Bei, 
Sacramento State University Business Major Tanner Bei, Community Member 
Marie Surad-Miller, E.U.S.D. School Board President and Executive Director of 
the agency on aging in Area 4 serving 7 counties, Pam Miller, and Retired Esparto 
Schools Administrator, Greta Taber of Taber Ranch.    

From the official Lions Club Student Speaker Handbook for 2017, the 
Student Speakers awards paid by Lions checks are as follows: Local Club Contests 
(Esparto). The Club shall present $100.00 to the winner and $25.00 to each finalist. 
(who completes minimum time). Zone Contests -The District shall present $125.00 
to the winner. Region Contests -The District shall present $175.00 to the winner. 
Paid by the Lions 4th District Student Speakers Foundation Inc: District Contests -
The fifteen winners shall each receive a $4,500.00 scholarship. Area Contests -The 
four winners shall each receive a $6,500.00 scholarship. Final Contest -The winner 
of the MD-4 Contest shall receive a $10,000.00 scholarship. 

    Submitted by  Lion Diana Rowland (also an Esparto High School Teacher) 

Pictured above are the three Esparto High School students who 
participated in the Lions Club Student Speaker Contest. Left to right: 
Lizette Torres, Ruby Virgen, and Oscar Murillo. 

 

Daylight Saving Time 
begins March 12.  

Clocks go forward   
an hour at 2:00 a.m. 
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                ESPARTO FAMILY PRACTICE 
                 ESPARTO, CA (530) 787-3454 

  

 
 
      
 
           
   
  Dr. Andy Zhu              Erica Ramirez, PA         Susan Torres, LCSW   
  

New Clinic Hours     Nuevo Horario 
Effective/Effectivo 7-1-16 

Call to make an appointment/llame para hacer una cita: 787-3454 
MONDAY AND FRIDAY— LUNES  Y VIERNES: 9:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m. 

TUESDAY—MARTES: 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
WEDNESDAY—MIERCOLES: 2:00 p.m.—6:00 p.m. 
COUNSELING ONLY-CONSEJERO SOLAMENTE:  

THURSDAY: 1:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. 
We are committed to providing everyday healthcare that is accessible to all people  

both adult and children. At Esparto Family Practice, our staff looks forward to partnering 
with you, and establishing a relationship that will benefit you now and in the years to 

come. Our providers seek to  
educate you and your family about health and guide you through illness. 

  
Nos comprometemos a proporcionar atención médica continua que es accesible a la 

comunidad tanto de adultos como de niños. En la Clínica de Esparto Family Practice, 
nuestro personal espera colaborar con usted y establecer una relación que le benefician 
ahora y en los próximos aῆos. Nuestros proveedores buscan educar usted y su familia 

acerca de la salud y le guiará a través de la enfermedad. 
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Big Day of Giving 
 
 The Big Day of Giving will be Thursday May 4, 2017. This is a regional, 24 hour, 
online day of giving to support local non-profit organizations. The Friends of the 
Esparto Regional Library is a participating organization.  
 Give to FERL online on this day to raise funds for library programs and services. 
FERL's mission is to promote lifelong learning. Visit: bigdayofgiving.org to give to 
FERL online on May 4, 2017 between midnight and 11:59 pm. Contact Nina Andres 
at liveoakfarm@gvni.com for more information.   
           Submitted by Nina Andres, FERL Board Member 

FERL Bunco Fundraiser a Success  
 
 The Friends of the Esparto Regional Library held their Red, White, and Chocolate 
Bunco fundraiser on Sunday, February 12, and it was a great success! The Wintun Room 
of the library was the location for a full house of Bunco players enjoying an afternoon 
that included Bunco, delicious sweet treats, raffles, laughter and good cheer. Thanks to 
the generosity of our community members, FERL raised $889 for the good of our library 
and our community. 
 FERL would like to thank Betty Koeppen for her great organizing skills and hard 
work putting on this event. Volunteers Nancy and Wally Remington, Cindy Kringen, 
Julia Berrelleza, and Nina Andres helped with advertising and printing, gathering raffle 
donations, decorations, refreshments, and set up. Thank you also to Ruth McMillan and 
the local Bunco group for providing the Bunco equipment and for donations of raffle 
prizes and refreshments.  
 FERL thanks the many other community members and local businesses who donated 
raffle prizes and refreshments. They are: Anna Girk, BJ Threets, Betty Koeppen, Candice 
Schaer, Capay Valley Vineyards, Carol Owens, Cindy Kringen, Country Waffles, Diova 
Gray (Main Street Wealth Group - LPL), Elida Bettencourt, Father Paddy's, Full Belly 
Farm, Grumpy Goats, Heather Creek Ranch, Jim Schulte, Junk Funk and Finery, Live 
Oak Farm, Malinda Baker, Marian Nichols, Nancy and Wally Remington, Pam Bateman, 
Pasture 42, Raley's, Ralph Miranda, Riverdog Farm, Ruth McMillan, Sandra Adams, 
Shear Intuition Salon, Spartan Grounds, Star Rose Ranch, The New Reflection, Western 
Yolo Grange.       Submitted by Nina Andres, FERL Board Member 

        March Programs 
     at the Esparto Regional Library 
 
 All are welcome to attend the following special programs held during 
the month of March at Yolo County’s Esparto Regional Library, located 
at 17065 Yolo Avenue in Esparto: 

 In-N-Out Burger’s Cover to Cover Library Reading Program, all 
month starting March 4: Children between the ages of 4 and 12 are 
eligible to participate in this fun reading challenge and receive a free In-
N-Out Burger coupon. For additional details visit the library or call: 
(530) 787-3426. 

 March 7: Afternoon Movie, 3:00 p.m. Children and families are 
invited to view a family friendly (rated G or PG) movie. For movie title 
call: (530) 787-3426. 

  March 9: Master Gardeners of Yolo County, 6:30 p.m. Join us for a 
free presentation on growing annuals and perennials. This event is in 
collaboration with the Friends of the Esparto Regional Library. 

 March 14: Library Veterinary Day, 4:00 p.m. Learn the basics of 
what a veterinarian is and what they do. Bring your stuffed animal for a 
physical exam by the veterinarian! 

 March 23: Children’s Art Class with Julie, 3:30 p.m. Enjoy a hands 
on class featuring gourd painting. No reservations required and all ages 
are welcome. 

 March 29: Finger Nail Art and Duct Tape Creations, 3:15 p.m. 
Come learn about finger nail art design and decoration as well as make 
duct tape wallets and other cool creations. All ages welcome. 
 
The following ongoing programs continue in March: 

 English Conversation Group, Tuesdays at 1:15 p.m. Converse and 
improve your English in a fun and relaxed setting with the aid of a group 
facilitator. Drop-in visitors are always welcome. 

 Hora de Cuentos/Bilingual Spanish Story Time (Ages 0-5), 
Thursdays at 11:00 a.m. Children (ages 0-5) and their parents or 
caregivers are invited to join us for stories, songs, movement, rhymes 
and finger-plays. All bi-lingual story times are provided through a grant 
from First 5 Yolo. 
 
 All Programs are sponsored by the Friends of the Esparto Regional 
Library, are free to attend and no registration is required. For more 
information about events at the Esparto Regional Library, contact library 
staff at (530) 787-3426 or visit the Yolo County Library at 
www.yolocountylibrary.org (see calendar for Esparto Regional Library-
specific events). Connect with Yolo County Library Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/yolocountylibrary.org.   
         Submitted by Beth Gabor and Malinda Baker 

 

Pictured above at the Almond Queen Pageant on Saturday, February 18 are  
Dru Rivers, at right, calling out the winning tickets for raffle prizes. Also, helping 
are Lola and Imogen Barsotti. Gage Hutchens rolled out the winning tickets. 



 

Volume 19, Edition 3, March 2017                                                                           12 

  Pacific ACE Hardware 

Located at 16851 Yolo Avenue in Esparto 
Monday-Saturday: 8:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. 
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
Phone: 787-3800 

Our Trip to the Cache Creek Nature Preserve 
By students at the Capay Valley Learning Studio 

 

 The Nature Preserve has a lot of acres. There are plants that you should know about that you can eat, like 
Miner’s Lettuce, Chickweed, and Shepherd’s Purse. You should be careful though about dangerous plants 
like Stinging Nettle and Thistles because they can sting. There is an old special combine and a gigantic barn.  
Go inside it and see. The area next to the parking lot used to be part of a dump. There are broken cars and 
there might be tiny pieces of glass, so wear shoes. There is a small pier in the pond to walk out on. There is 
also a long dirt and rock pathway next to Cache Creek with lots of Mistletoe and animal tracks. 
 On our trip we learned about the rock cycle. The rock cycle is cool. There are tons of interesting rocks.  
Some were even from volcanoes! We made different types of rocks with crayons, including sedimentary, 
metamorphic, and igneous rocks. We had fun all day long.     

What is the Capay Valley  
Learning Studio?    

Written by Esther, age 10 and Sha’an, age 9 
 

Four days a week, 6-10 kids from the 
Capay Valley come together to learn math, art, 
reading, writing, science, and other things. We also 
build things, go on field trips, play games, and spend 
time at our sit spots, quiet places where we go to be 
with nature. Volunteer adults also teach us special 
classes in the afternoons, like Music, Yoga, 
Woodworking, and Cooking! Together, we are the 
Capay Valley Learning Studio (CVLS). 

“It’s fun learning to read because then we 
know how to read to ourselves!” -Oliver, age 5 
          Some of the most fun things we have done 
at CVLS are create a map of our property, build a 
shelter, and construct a marble track. The descriptive 
map of the property, a big wooden creation, is 
detailed down to the very last dot. We spent two 
whole weeks working diligently before it was 
completed. The marble track was constructed of all 
sorts of odds and ends. We built it to make a game in 
which the competitors guess the landing place of the 
marble. The winner happily received buttery 
popcorn!    Submitted by Students at the CVLS 

Pictured right are 
students who attend 

the Capay Valley 
Learning Studio.  
They are at the 

Esparto Library. 
 

Articles and  picture  
submitted by  
Alex Kane 
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“Spotlight on Safety” 
 

Chief Gary Fredericksen 
Yocha Dehe Fire Department 

 
             Be Prepared for an Emergency 
 
 With the recent evacuation orders of the Oroville area, the Yocha Dehe Fire 
Department recommends the residents of the Capay Valley assemble 
emergency “go” kits.  
 Being prepared means being equipped with the proper supplies you may 
need in the event of an emergency or disaster. Keep your supplies in an easy-to-
carry emergency preparedness kit that you can use at home or take with you in 
case you must evacuate.  
 

At a minimum, you should have the basic supplies listed below: 

 Water: one gallon per person, per day (3-day supply for evacuation,  
2-week supply for home) 

 Food: non-perishable, easy-to-prepare items (3-day supply for evacuation, 
2-week supply for home). 

 Flashlight  

 Battery-powered or hand-crack radio (NOAA Weather Radio, if possible) and extra 
batteries  

 First aid kit 

 Medications (7-day supply) and medical items 

 Multi-purpose tool 

 Sanitation and personal hygiene items 

 Copies of personal documents (medication list and pertinent medical information, 
proof of address, deed/lease to home, passports, birth certificates, insurance 
policies) 

 Cell phone with chargers 

 Family and emergency contact information 

 Extra cash 

 Emergency blanket  

 Map(s) of the area 
 

Consider the needs of all family members and add supplies to your kit. 
Suggested items to help meet additional needs are: 

 Medical supplies (hearing aids with extra batteries, glasses, contact lenses, 
syringes, etc.) 

 Baby supplies (bottles, formula, baby food, diapers) 

 Games and activities for children 

 Pet supplies (collar, leash, ID, food, carrier, bowl) 

 Two-way radios 

 Manual can opener 

 Whistle 

 N95 or surgical masks 

 Matches, waterproof 

 Towels 

 Work gloves, extra clothing, hat and sturdy shoes 

 Plastic sheeting, duct tape, scissors 
Household liquid bleach 
Blankets or sleeping bags 

 Please protect yourself, your loved ones and your pets. Remember, if 
you have any questions or concerns, please stop by your local fire 
department or give us a call at (530) 796-2500.  
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VALLEY SENIORS PROGRAM AT RISE 
Schedule for March 2017 

Sponsored by the Yocha Dehe Community Fund 
 If you are a senior citizen interested in having fun, learning and socializing, 
please join us at the RISE Office, 17317 Fremont Street in Esparto.  

JOIN US ON TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS, FROM 9:00 a.m.-NOON for 
Guest Speakers, Movies, Arts & Crafts, Games, Day Trips, Health and 

Exercise Classes. We also serve Lunch. 
March  2:    “Legal Services” Speaker/Representate de la Oficina de Servicios 

Legales 
March 7:       Morning Stretch & Games/Clase de Ejercicio y Juegos 
March 9:       Kevin Clark, District Attorney’s Office/ Oficina del Fiscal del 
    Distrito-Kevin Clark 
March 14:      Exercise Class & Games/Clase de Ejercicio y Juegos 
March 16:      Capay Valley Chorus Performs/El Coro del Valle de Capay 
March 21:      Morning Stretch & Games/Clase de Ejercicio y Juegos 
March 23:  Field Trip to Folsom Historical Museum & Lunch/ Excursión 

    al Museo Histórico de Folsom y Almuerzo 
March 28:  Potluck & Birthdays/Intercambio de Comida y Celebración de 

    Cumpleaños 
March 30:        “The Price is Right” Game Show Fun/Juego Divertido del                                                       
                        Programa de Television “The Price is Right”                                                                                                                                                      
  

FOR QUESTIONS & UPDATES, PLEASE CALL RISE Inc.  
at (530) 787-4110 

SI TIENE PREGUNTAS O ACTUALIZACIONES POR FAVOR LLAME A 
RISE 

                  (530) 787-4110                       
   Submitted by the RISE Staff     

Area Food Distributions 
 RISE, Inc. manages several food distributions each month. Madison 
Community Committee sponsors a Food Closet in Madison. Below is a 
summary of these opportunities. They are also announced in other places in 
this paper.  
 Free Produce distribution on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of each month at the 

RISE Office from 10:30-11:00 a.m. 

 Drought Food Boxes (DFAP) every other Wednesday from 9:00-11:00 a.m. Call 
the RISE office to find out which Wednesday of the month, since it varies. (787-
4110) 

 Food Bank Give-Away on the 4th Monday of each month at the RISE office from 
10:00-12:00 noon. Volunteers are urgently needed to help with this distribution. 

 Food and Clothes Closet is open on Wednesdays from 9:00-noon, and on Fridays 
from 3:00-5:00 p.m. Call RISE office for more information: 787-4110. 

 Madison Food Closet is open on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month from 
5:30-6:30 p.m. to Madison residents. 

          Submitted by the RISE Staff 

Pictured above are RISE Seniors who made flower arrangements and  
Paper hearts during the month of February.  



 

Community Calendar for March 2017 
 
March 1: SUNRISE Preschool opens for children ages 3-5 
March 4: In-N-Out Burger’s Cover to Cover Esparto Library Reading Program  
   begins 
March 6: Esparto High School Winter Sports Banquet 
March 7: Afternoon Family Movie at Esparto Library at 3:00 p.m. 
March 8: Donkey Basketball at Esparto High School at 7:00 p.m. in gym 
March 9: Master Gardeners at library at 6:30 p.m. on growing annuals and  
   perennial plants 
March 12: Daylight Saving time begins 
March 14: Library Veterinary Day at 4:00 p.m. at Esparto Library 
March 17: St. Patrick’s Day 
March 19: St. Patrick’s Day Dinner at St. Martin’s Church from 2:00-6:00 
March 20: Spring Equinox: Spring Begins 
March 20-24: Career Week at Esparto Elementary School 
March 23: Children’s Art Class with Julie, 3:30 p.m. at Esparto Library 
March 29: Finger Nail and Duct Tape Art at Esparto Library at 3:15 p.m. 

Pet Adoption Corner 
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If  there are any changes to the programs, meetings, etc. on 
Page 16 of this paper, please let us know by emailing: 

valleyvoice2@hotmail.com. 

 PAWS Pet Adoption and Wellness Services is a non-profit 
organization based out of Woodland and is dedicated to rescuing homeless and 
abandoned animals from shelters and owners who can no longer care for them. 
By working with committed volunteers, foster homes, local veterinarians, and 
trainers, they are able to rescue animals, provide them with loving temporary 
care, and find them well-matched, carefully-screened forever homes. 
 For more information about Mitzy, or any of PAWS adoptable animals, 
please go to pawspetadoption.org and contact the rescue coordinator through the 
"Contact Us" page. For  direct contact to her  foster  mom, please e-mail 
lizzies_2@yahoo.com and she will get back to you!  

 Athena and Ike, pictured above, are sweet little Lionhead mix bunnies 
born on Sept 9, 2016. They both have extremely fluffy fur on their face and 
body, and should be groomed weekly to avoid matted fur. They both love to be 
held and petted, and will come to the sound of food! It is preferred that they stay 
together, as two bunnies are better than one and they love to cuddle together! 
 They will be spayed once they are of age, so we will coordinate with the 
adoptive family for the appointment. They are both litter box trained, but 
bunnies will never fully poop in only their box. So expect a few drops of poop 
here and there. Having bunny experience is preferred, but not necessary as long 
as you do your research before adopting!  
 Please go to the "Contact Us" page at pawspetadoption.org to learn more 
about these fluffy babies! See PAWS information to the left. 

 On February 15 the  Country Villa  Seniors  hosted guest speaker, 
Supervisor Dwayne Chamberlain. A packed house heard Mr. Chamberlain 
discuss issues on: Business climate in Esparto, Property tax discounts for 
seniors, Sidewalks through-out town, Community Center, Policies 
concerning the growing of Hemp, Town Meetings, Funds for local Projects, 
County Road 85C & Ditches. Information on these issues which Mr. 
Chamberlain commented can be obtained from his Assistant Deputy: 
Antonia Hirson at  (530) 666-8226.      Submitted by James Schulte     

Rainfall Report 
  
       Rain continues to fall as this is written. February’s 
      total has already passed 10 inches and the season’s 
      total from October is up to just over 32 inches, well  
      past the seasonal average of 22.5 inches. After five 
years of drought, it seems a little odd to note that 27 of the 128 seasons in 
our records have surpassed 30 inches (more than 21% of the time). The last 
time we had a wetter year was 1997-1998 with 41.8 inches. 
 This is only the second time on record that consecutive months have 
totaled more than 25 inches. January was at 14.87 and February so far puts 
the total at 25.34 inches. December 1894 was at 11.79 and January 1895 
was at 13.58 for a combined 25.37 inches. It only rained an inch and a half 
that February, so I bet they had a great bloom on the new almond orchards 
of the time.       Submitted by Harmon Taber of Taber Ranch 

   Country Villa Seniors Host Speaker 



 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR  

AA: Countryside Community Church, located at 26479 Grafton St. on Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. Call 1-800-970-9040 for more information. 

Spanish AA:  Alcohólicos Anónimos: Detrás de El Toro. Los lunes, miércoles, y viernes a las 7:00-9:00 p.m. 

Al-Anon:   Countryside Community Church on Wednesday from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Calvary Baptist Church: meets at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday at 17050 Omega Street in Espar to. Tuesday, Bible Study at 7:00 p.m.  

Capay Valley Christian Fellowship: 11:00 a.m. adult Sunday school; 11:45 a.m. social; 12:10-1:10 a.m. worship and children’s Sunday school at the Guinda Community Church 

Capay Valley Fire Commission Meeting:  meets the 2nd Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the Guinda Fire Station. 

Capay Valley Garden Club 4th Wednesdays, 6:00 p.m., location var ies, see Facebook page for  more information. 

Capay Valley General Plan Advisory Committee:  meets every 1st Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. at the Grange Hall in Guinda.  Open to all. 

Capay Valley Science Club, 4th Mondays, 6:00 p.m., location var ies. 

Capay Valley Vision Board: meets on the third Wednesday of every month at the CVV office at 6:30 p.m. (Meetings are OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.) 

Countryside Community Church: Sundays at 10:00 a.m. Worship Service and Sunday School. 

Dental Office in Esparto: is open from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. every Tuesday. Call 787-4972 to make an appointment. 

Esparto Ag Boosters: meets on the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 6:00 p.m. in the Ag Depar tment at the high school. 

Esparto Citizens Advisory Committee Planning Council:  meets 3rd Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. at the Espar to Regional Library. 

Esparto Community Services District: meets on the 2ndWednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 

Esparto Family Practice: open: Monday, Tuesday, and Fr iday from 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., Wednesday 2:00-6:00 p.m. and Thursday from 1:00-6:00 p.m..  

Esparto High School Ag Boosters meets on the third Wednesday of each month at 6:00 p.m. in the Ag Classroom at the high school. 

Esparto Lions Club Meeting:  meets on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays at the VFW hall 7:00 p.m.  

Esparto Regional Chamber of Commerce: meets every month on the 4th Thursday at the Chamber  Office at 16858 Yolo Avenue. (787-3242) 

Esparto Unified School Board Meeting: meets on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. at Alice Marsh Hall. 

Food and Clothes Closet: open on Wednesdays 9:00-12:00 p.m. and Fridays 3:00-5:00 p.m. at Countryside Community Church. Contact RISE Inc. at 787-4110 for information. 

Food Bank Food Give-Away: four th Monday of every month from 10:00 to 12:00 p.m. at the RISE office. 

Friends of Esparto Regional Library Board of Directors’ Meeting:  meets on the 2nd Thursday at 5:00 p.m. at the Library. 

Home Schooling Cooperative: Call Elvira Paoletti at 796-4676. 

Legal Services in Esparto: free services offered on the 1st Thursdays of every other  month at the RISE office from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Call 787-4110 for appointment. 

Guinda Community Church: Sunday Service at 9:00 a.m. 

Madison Advisory Committee: 4th Thursday at 6:00 p.m. at the Madison Community Services Distr ict. No meetings in May, November  or  December . 

Madison Community Committee: 3rd Thursday at 8:30 a.m. at the Madison Community Services Distr ict. 

Madison Fire Commissioners Meeting: 7:00 p.m. on the 2nd Monday of each month at the Madison Fire Department at 17880 Stephens Street.  

Madison Food Closet: open the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. at the Madison Community Services Distr ict Building 

Madison  Service District Meeting: 2nd Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. in the Distr ict office at 28963 Main Street in Madison. 

New Life Christian Center in Madison: Sunday Service at 11:00 a.m. with Jr . Church for  ages 5-12. Home Bible Studies on Wednesday. 

On Fire Fellowship of Esparto: Sunday service at 9:00 a.m. Bible Study: Wed. at 6:30 p.m. Youth Group: Fr i. at 6:30 p.m.; Ladies: 1st/3rd Tues. at 6:30 p.m. 

Play School Experience:  held from 8:30-10:00 am on Thursdays and Fridays at the On Fire Fellowship Church. 

RISE Collaborative Meeting: meets the 3rd Fr iday at 9:00 a.m. at the RISE office (except August and December ). 

Rumsey Improvement Association: Potluck dinner  and meeting on the 1st Monday. 6:00 p.m. social; 6:30 p.m. dinner ; 7:10 p.m. meeting at the Rumsey Hall 

St. Martin’s Catholic Mission Church: English Mass: 8:30 a.m. on Sundays; Spanish Mass: 7:00 p.m. on Saturdays at St. Mar tin’s Catholic Mission, 25633 W. Grafton St.  

Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW): Western Yolo Post 7143, meets 2nd Monday each month, at Post Home, Or leans St. and Highway 16. 

Western Yolo Grange: meets on the 3rd Tuesday at 6:00: social, and 6:30 p.m.: potluck dinner  and meeting at the Grange Hall at 16787 For rest Ave. in Guinda. 

WYORCA: meets on the 2nd Thursday from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. at the Espar to Library. 

Yolo County WIC Services: located in the Espar to Library at 17065 Yolo Ave., the 1st Wed. 8:00-12:00; and 3rd Wed. of each month from 8:00-4:00p.m. Call (530) 666-8445 

4-H:  meets at 6:30 p.m. on the 2nd Monday of each month at the Community Center  in Espar to. 

If you would like to include calendar events or change information, please e-mail the editor of the Valley Voice at valleyvoice2@hotmail.com or call 787-4110. 
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